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PR E F A C E. 



** y^ODj who at fundry times and in 
vJ divers manners fpake in time 
paO: unto the fathers hy the prophets^ 
hath in theft laft daya^fpoken unto us by 
hit fon, whom he hath appointed heir o£ 
all thingi, by «fhom alfo he made the 
worlds,'' Heb« i. i, 'a. And fo it is by the 
power and help of this brightnefs of 
Ood'a gloryi that I do n^w endeavour to 
anfwer*. 

Firft, as to the friendit and then to all 
the enemies of God. fie it known, unto . 
you, that if in this my weak endefivourSi 
with fpiritual pride^ I had laboured, and 
|bught how to pleafe the minds of care- 
iefs, carnal men, or fruitlefs profeflbrs •, 
I do know then I fhould not be found 
the fervant of Chrift, whofe fervant^ 

A 2 t}tvw:^^ 
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thanks and praifed be to God, by grace I 
am 5 and fo, though weak in myfelf, yet 
I do and ihall fean 'for help on Chrift, 
the powerful arm of the onjy living and 
true God, the llrong God Almighty. 
And fo I truft, as it ihall pleafe him as 
with his hand, he will lead apd guide me 
into fome part of the true gofpel fenfrof 
this parable ^ and bccaufe that more than 
twelve years ago it pleafed him* to give 
ime to preach many ufeful and fruitful 
fermons to hundreds of hearers, and 
through Chrift I truft that many of them 
fhall, to their^^eternal comfort, fet to their 
feal, that God, by this word, he did ad* 
minifter unto them life, light and corn* 
fort. And I do know of fome, who in 
this day afid iti this town are called mi* 
Aiflers of the gc^pe), if they have not 
more pride than grace, they would not 
be afliamcd to own, as in times paft be<» 
fore living witneffes, they have declared 
it, that God through my labours in this 
parable, he did fpeak life into their dead 
fpuls, Though I do own that many of 

mv 
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my former hearers they have run about,, 
having itching ears,, fo they have turned 
in and thc^yhaye turned out; and at laft 
having, through the luft of hearing, tired 
themfelves like foolifii. virgins, having qp 
oil in their veflels, fo with the world they 
have now fat down, to deep or to (lumt;>er,. 
until the Lord fhall come either to awaken 
them with the midnight cry, or to alarm 
them and bring.them to the judgment icat, 
of him whofe word, they have oft^en heard> 
but not obeyed^ 

And fo bccaufe God- haS; much helped 
me in my labour with this parable, there- 
fore it is that L now fay,, he will fa£ely 
guide mq through itt. $o,5o you whoiiead 
it without prejudic;^, I do pray God .to. 
make this, to be a.hlQifedv laiting^ ufef^l 
cxpofitjon of this par^ of th^ holy fcuip* 
turesj for although I, dot H^owthat by. 
fpme expolitors this is ca].le4 ^ d^Vk, pa- 
rable» and otl^ers think it to be onl>^ a, 
iikenpfs or a fimiUtude^. but truly, I da> 
Ippk upon it to be a bleffcd part, of the 
boly fQtipturcs or the writteiv wor4 q£ 
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Secondly, a word on the caufe and dc- 
fign of this parable. - And^ 

Thkdiy, we fliall go into the parable 
itklf^ and fo to open it and fpeak of each 
particular of this unclean fpirit. And, 

Fourthly, I purpofc to fhcw you fomc- 
thing of the laft ftate of this wretched 



•inan. 

And that you may here fee the further 

contents, obferve thefe feven following 

particulars in this. . 

Firft) behold fatan*s quiet rcpoie and 
hold of aa aAual, a peaceable pofleffibn 
in a man*! heart. 

Secoodly* .the great caufe of facaa's 
uneafineOn and fo to his unroofting, 
wherein wci confider his egrefa cnt going 
ouc of a. man. 

Thirdly, I (hall defcribc the perfbo 
gomg out. 

Fburthly, the manrer. And, 

Fifthly, thfi meafure of hid going out 

of a man. 'And fo I go on (so the fecond 

particular^^-in this to obferve the difcon- 

' tfcntcd^ 
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tented, unrcfting condition of the un- 
clean fpirit, as it doth appear. 

Firft, in his travels, bccaufe he walks. 

Secondly, he tnakes his trial in dry 
places. .^^ 

Thirdly, he is in great trouble, becali(e 
he is feeking refl:. 

fourthly, It is fcen by the event of hiflt 
fruitlefs, labour, faking reft, he fiodcth 
lipne. • ■■ 

; Third partictilar. ThU leadeth ui ta 
ice t|ie. regrefs of this unclcM fpiritt in 
hift (pii^g backr.and ftriving to ggin thtf. 
foul, by his forcible ftrength and daring 
poweft re-entering into the loft. And 
becauft our Saviour he doth tell us by* 
thit word, that fatan hath his regreft or his 
returns, fo this leadeth us here to con-^ 
der thefe five poinu or chief matter, as 
it is contained in the regrefs of this un?* 
clean fpirit. 

Firft, As to his direful hardnefs and 
rcfolution, I WILL. 

Secondly, In his proud, blufter and 
roaring, for revolution— RETURN. 

Thirdly, 
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Thirdly, He ufurps a claim of right at 
all times, to poiiefs, ufe, or to abufe the 
corrupt body, and alfo the never dying 
foul of a man with this lordly, heftoring, 
and vain boafting, faying, TO MY 
HOUSE. 

Fourthly, We muft turn towards this 
houfe a little; and if the door is open, 
perhaps we may ftep in and have. a peep 
in and about it, and enquire of them th%t 
dwell within, why it is that this is called 
Satan's houfe ? And to fee if we can know 
liow got the devil fo large a claim to the 
body and foul of mail. 

Fifthly, Show you the unfatisfied de- 
fire of this unclean Ipirit, with the ex- 
peAation of more than his former plea- 
fure. So he direds his deluding affec- 
tions to this his houfe ; and with a fto- 
mach full of pride, he belcheth out 
fwellihg words of his old claim, MY 
HOUSE, WHENCE 1 DID COME 
OUT. 

Fourth particular. Here, though fa* 
tan calls this his own houfe, yet now he 
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^ti^JcN. tcvakfc ctwV, ravaging and huntln^ 
«tT^ V«Xt^- ^«Ving what he may Gnd in 
this his hftuntc?!, crazy' houfe. 

And this leads me to point it om unto 
you. What our Saviour fays, indeed he 
doth, when he is returned intothis houfe^ 
here he feeks, 

Firft, For clearnefs, he finds it iiow 
empty.' 

Secondly, For nicenefs'and cleannefs, 
it is fwept.^ 

Thirdly, For conveniency for orna- 
nients and trbnnefs, he* finds it ffiimiihed 
or garniflied. 

Fifth particular. In this we ihall con- 
fider this unclean fpirit daringly ppefent* 
iDg himielf fovereign lord of this ruined 
houfe or helplefs caftle. • ' 

^Firft, Then he goeth. 

And as' a ftrong and powerful prince, 
he delighteth, and he will be at the head 
of a cruel tarmy called mifchief. 

Secondly, HE TAKETH UNTO 
HIM. So that he may command, he en- 
tereth into confederacy. 

Thirdly, 
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Thirdly, with other lords of the black 
order defcribed by thcirjiature, SPIRITS. 

Fourthly, and by their troops, for 
number feven i thefe are his aiTociates. 

Fifthly, Thefe they are alfo defcribed 
unto us for their large tneafure of ma* 
lice, MORE WICKED. 

Sixth particular. The ingrefs of this 
unclean fpirit, or his welcome returning 
having a fi;^ re-entering into, and at his 
own pleafure walking into and going out 
of this his pofleffion. ^ 

Firft, He alTaults on every fide, by an 
invafion till he overcomes the weak, fo 
THEY ENTER. 

.Secondly, Their rcpoffelTion of this ru- 
inous hoi)fe or callle, it is teftified to us 
by their inhabitation, fo they DWELL. 

Thirdly, In this miferable God-for- 
.faken hquie o^ caftle, they have their co- 
habitation, THEY DWJELL THERE 
.altogether, 

3eyje»tft p^rticiatar. In this doleful, 
dFC^yi^ Mti» Jtrue .gpoQluAon, the3Qn 

b of 
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.of God he IS a righteous Judge, and he 
giveth ys to hear; his judgment. ■ 

tJpon the wfibfe : 

Firft, the laft'ftateof thatman is Wol'fc 
than the firft-, • ' 

Secondly, we have a cohtihual, diura- 

bte, feafonable, foul-alarming, truth-can- 

.firming aj^plrc^tion and fhtittihgup of the 

whole, laying the broad feal of heaven to 

it, and faying, ** Even fo Ihall it be alfo 

. unto this wicked generation.** 

And from this I do infer, that this 
fcripture doth not mean to reft its i&ter- 
jpretation privately on one man, nor on 
the apoftafy and falling away cxf .the 
wicked, God-iptoroking, fin- hardened, 
unbelieving Jewi. But to me Itfe^fltear, 
that thcHoly^Ghoft he reiteCh the literal 
meaning witHdie cW dpi^i^^ al&jlArue 
gofpel-applic^tion oFdiis^irable/ ^^fUid 
fo it comes as on the head olf ev^iy drie of 
^ you, various forts (xf fin-Kaf^etted/> life- 
left, ierihon-proof jsierAms,. who 'have 
' heard tKe^brd'tillyOti havfe}6ft iheAeeet 

, fdhtiiXtak olh^«%the10iee«f God; 
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and therefore whofoever, whenfoevcr, or 
whcrefocver you are, unto you this word 
of God the Lord it comcth, aod itfeajch- 
eth and findeth you in your fin of fprfa- 
kang God and his way of truth.. So ihen 
Go3 he ffndcth you out; evca as Elijah 
*^fihdeth king Ahab in thegardcnof Jezrcel, 
I Kings xxi. 20. andfaid, ^^ I have found 
. thee, for thou haft fold thyfclf to work 
wickcdncfs in the fight of God." 

God hath promifed, by his fervant Mo* 

. fcs, he fpakc unto his Old Teftament 

. church, faying, Deut. xviii. 18. " I >yill 

raife thei:n up a prophet from among their 

brethren, like unto thee ; and will put 

my words inhis mouth, and he ihall fpeak 

! piito them all that I :fhall command him.** 

\, Atad the holy Ghoil telleth us by Peter,. 

I .. Afts.. Hi* 21. that this prophecy is fql- 

1 iille4 in Jefus Chrift the Lord of life, 

o: i^hom Gpd hath raifed from the dead, 

sv. ver.;i.5. and therefore it is th^t I do now 

! « fyt^k a word as to the author and preacher 

,! c^l this: parable^ beca^fe I know ai^d do 

hi believe that t^is is that prophet and* 

b 2 HjttwiJa^^ 



. pfeacjicr of . God Jbefpre fpaken o£, Jcfua 
Chriftj he is J^v^h incarnate, ihe foa 
q£ the Jiving Godi; the. true Mefliah, .and^ 
only Saviour of us^ and all ppor^ hclprl^ft^ 
loft, but returning fmners. As touching^ 
his divine nature, he is without mother^, 
and as tc*uching his human nature, he is 
without father. So he is, God and nurn^ 
in one Chrift •, yea, he is God over all 
bleffed for ever. And thus with thank- 
fulncfs we bow before the throne of grace, * 
meekly we own that all the attributes of 
God, which is the fulnefs of the Godhead, 
dp meet and harmonize bodily, or in that 
one body of jefus Chrift ; and alfo with 
chriftian joy and fpiritual delight we do 
well accommodate this good, upmcafu- 
rable, but precipus name, Immaiiuel, God 
vtrith u^, or God our brother, flcih of our 
flefh and bone of our bones. 

Thus God took our nature, preached 
his gofpel to flnners, Dan. ix. 27. and 
confirmed the covenant of grace, and 
fealed-it with hit own blood for many. " 
^c was dead,, but) be is now alive, and he: 

Uvcth 
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Kvetfa for evermore, Amen, Rev. i. 1 8. 

But wbijft he dwelt on. earth, in his) 

preaching for our inftruftion, among 

many others he fetteth forth this a blefled, 

inftrudtve, ufeful parable; and this makes 

it of divine authority^ and fufficient fbn 

me that I tell you, whoibever you aife, 

know you that this parable it is the word 

of truths it is the word of God, and {a it 

commands your attention ; and if you . 

will- not be willing for God to gtvejou i 

grace to make you more willing to love^ . 

receive and obey the word of truth, then 

know this for you rfdfj that you fhal! bd 

called and brought ^ to ailfwer it, .when 

this king of preachers fhatt come agaitt ^ 

and fit upon his throne, jud^ihg and paf«* 

Soign final but juft fent&nce'onf all them . 

thaoHave'hitord bufi^ not x^yed thcgoft-, 

pel of 

■ .A L MIGHT ¥-r GOO/'. 

: Firft, as^to.the fcope-crwhat I Jake- 

to be the aim,: or fomethkig of the inten* 

lion of ou£ Lord JefuaChcift fetting £ortli > 

ufeful parable, itts madeuxleasijtai3»'^ 



by Matt, ki? 40i ' ^AfMt IKW w« do-^nd: 
d^ Son oHjildiMag tvdtidersi' wtorkjog 
miradrs, jmd moft-j^Hmerfcdlf prdi^iui|^^ 
iii^ ih^ huid^ of |fidiik ;^^ !Mi) in im frMfci^ 

of blind proMbrsy Aod he upbAidotb 
the'unbdieri^ wantxmljr csiflelitfsv Wick-* 
^; Becaufe thoiigh .^od had gi¥«a Ihem 
the good ttfe oi iht.mt9mrtim thi^ 
might r<ie and hear and &el thff -fgactkt 
vorks of Gdd^ -alifiighty powcr^ andii> 
to obey tlM^ Uimh % but poe to fiuch Uuid: 
finners, for toUnd of their obeying God. 
in belieVii^ in his Son, ve do^&id ^y!^ 
wickedly ihuc their «yosagainft the truo 
light and glory ^f heavoi. And ddw it 
is as though theft wicked, God-provoki^ 
Jews, both prieft and {>eople, ihould ^y,. 
Let God do^aa be wiUryet we willnothiitf^ 
wc will not fee, we will not r^spen t. And 
therefott ifi ia that our Lotd doth \preach 
moft loudly asid alasming, and he lelltth 
them in plain iternis, thai: their fins imd- 
f heir puniftmciilt Amikl be ^giEeatcr tJlMUa 
that<^5pdoa^Tcr.o^ — 

So 
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And xiiQw.the doctors ^f the Jeirjib^ 
national, eftabliflied church >vhich were 
tfaf; Pb^f irecs, this preacbii^g wa$ cqo iharp 
for tfami ; tp them Chrifk lyas a harih^ 
preacher*, this preaching cut their fins to 
the heart^i th^y find the Son of God he 
hath laid the gofpel-ax to the root of their 
dry tree or national: churcb-difcipline. So 
tbefe d6(^ors could not endure ibund 
do£lrine« 

And now they do go about to corrupt 
men's minds, raifing prejudice by fpeak* 
nig evil againfl: thofe poor, Iqw difTenting 
preachers, thefe laymen pr fij[hcrmex\, 
called the difciplesof Chrift; and thofe 
Jews fay^ that they can now fee that thefe 
men are wicked men and finnei:s, for they 
have feen them go through honeft men's 
fields, wij^out havii^. regard to a fab^ 
bath^day's journey ^ and . alfo they have 
feen thefe ungcntcel, low-preaching mcn^ 
they do fin, they did pluck ears of com, 
and rub it out and eat it on the fabbath* 
day. To this our Lord doth reply, jhax 
if the aiimfiers of the Jewitti law could . 
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'qt^^ tw-xhe fabbadi-day, and not Un, 
^wn.^ xsmu. 9;,:^ how mucih /nojnr migbt 
the Lord of the fabbath and his fervantt 
do works t)£ cnercf, love and necellltirt 
alfo on the Tabbath-day, and yet not fin ^ 
And now while our Sliviour he is thtis ^ 
preaching and (hewing^ them his unli:^ 
mited commifiibn ov^r aH creatures, and 
alfo his power over the fabbath-day^ yet 
their underftanding is darkened and their 
ears and eyes are fhut agaiiift ' ChHft, the 
Gentiles^ light. and the glory of Ifrael^ 
Luke ii. 32. fo through malice, thefe 
Jews they will not. hear him \ and it be* 
ing the fame fabbath-day, and therefore 
they have wickedly concluded, and now - 
they wilhtry the Son of Gdd alfb; and . 
then they may clearly fee what the mafter - 
of thefe low-preachtng nieix will do on > 
the fabbath-day, vcr. 22. "Then they-:- 
brought unto him onepollefied with tin:. t 
devil, blind and dumb/' And here we;; 
may fuppofe that this bringeth out crowds •. 
of TpeAators or lookers on, and fo every : < 
eye is fixed upon Chrif):, and this poor • 

affliaed?. 



N*MwTig-te' fee wRat bur%.6fd^^ill ikf 
o^^dotb^tfiis miih/ Arid now tfe jpifde ^^ 
theifcjtv^ifh aoftdrs it is'cWto'theheiirr*^^' 
beeeiuiej to their wbwndih^i to the ^iy ' 
of^bd aftd praife bf his almighty power, 
and before the face df-all men, though ic 
15 on the fame fabbath day, yet our Saviour 
he doth xki$ great and good vrork of cha* 
rity and mercy, for he did caft out thi« 
blind and dumb devil,, and now forthwith, 
that Is ta fay, in the prefence of them all, 
inilantly the blind can fee and the dumb 
canfpeak; but yet thefe wicked, blind 
leaders of crowds of blind, hearers they 
vrill.tiot givf glqry to God, and fo they 
db^uide^themfelves and their followers 
into that iio gr^iighroad of deftru6fciong^ 
called 'malicioufnefs ^ <and now they turn 
their ' tale, and with daring imp^lepce 
tbey^ fpeak againfl: the Holy Ghoit, the 
fiflgjef 5 bf God i and . fo they go: on tc- 
ydltihg again ft God, till in t)ie road of 
mjftliciou&efs, they fall into theditchof ' 
ci1iVy,;aikl^ bfofpikmiil'gthcHpIir,^pirit^ ' 
■>'-'-^^^ ''the 
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^^SsDgpc:*:kf 'God^.vcr. 24. : They^ythtr 
fetf-r-ightcoDS- bur apoftatilbd finner$, 
thefe faid of Chrift, this fdlow doth nqt 
caft out devili but by Bcdzcbub^i and 
that is, they mean to fay^ that all the gocjd 
preaching, found doftrines and fniracltr- 
done of our Lord and Saviour Jefus 
Chrift^ thefe were only done by aiamiliar 
confederacy, and fo with the hdp of jug- 
ting, cruch-defratidihg, foul«<leceiving de- 
vils ; but Jefus our Lord he tells them, 
vtr. 27. that their o^m children (hall be 

. their judges, and reprcrve and condemn 
them for this their vilifying, and all their 
)iartl faying! agaififl liim. 

And fo their lad ftate (hall burn their 
hope, and torment them as a worm that 
dieth-not, becaufe of God it is ^appointed 
that-wicked parents or gracelefs men they^ 
fhiall receive a mortal w;ound, and fo dying^ 
under the terroii o)F4eath ^ and atfo they 
fhall fall under the righteous j[tidgment of 
Almighty G6d the Lord,iind by the of- 
fice and from th<i mouths^ of their own, 
but pious or godly children, fo then this" 
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thall torment tlidm, tedauic their laft ft ate 

iSkM be tb hear the TQibe df Oodfpeak to 

^druibuhdkig^ hopelefa^ tremble aodcbn- 

^^liliihgs and t^refibifc I conclluk,^beir 

^Aft fhitels dt^M: for O bow tt fliall 

Iftts^ thtmcked^ becaiafe theii* childricn 

^ftAW^btl^tkcir judges ;fo their M >fta|e 

^^bU be MTorfe than their firft. Solo dk^ 

' tHis^ier all my gentle but piotis iiea4Q's 

:l^m to hire fahn^ that is the ficft ;^ldiaft 

yojar flrft love, that vyoor hope may >b fet 

ill God,'' that yoa may harre a part in the 

fi^ ttftnte(£tion4 So fiuth your fouls' well 

• w4ihier andmimftcirof ihegofpelof Chrift, 

JOHN MATLOCK. 

ibdj mxr} ??./!• - ; :v ;■,' ■■;-.. : > ■'. -^ 
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APOSTASY 

THE 

BROAD WAY TO HELL. 

MATT. XII. 43, 44, 45. 

When the unclean fpirit is gone out of a man,, 
he walketh through dry places, feekihg reft, 
and finding none : Then he faith, I will re- 
turn unto my houfe from whence I came out, 
and when he is come, he findcth it empty, 
fwept and garniftied. Then goeth he and 
taketh with himfelf fcven other fpirits more 
wicked than himfelf, and they enter in and 
dwelf there. And the laft ftate of that man 

i is worfe than .the firft. Even (o (hall it be 

*^ alfo unto this wicked generation. 

I' 

r ^ ^ O D affifting me, fo I do here go into 

the parable itfelf, and now begin with 

obferving, firft, the nature, and then the 

work of this unclean fpirit. And as our Saviour 

faith, ** he hath left his habitation j" fo then 

the unclean fpirit is gone out of a m^iu. Kw^ 
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this I would fay, it is well he is gone. And 
would to God be may never return any more 
to that man. We have a common, but a true 
proverb, It is a good riddance of a bad compa- 
ny : fo let him go from us but far enough, arid 
for us it will in the end be good enough. But 
I fay, as I fee that while we are here on earth, 
we are often brought to cry out, O, alas ^ this 
unclean fpirit, he will never keep far enough ofF 
from us. O no, behold, I fee he will not, for 
even now whilft I am preaching God's word, 
what a work for death and hell he is. making in 
fome of you at 'this time. Therefore, behold 
and fee ! for whilft God is fowing the good feed 
of the kingdom of heaven, the which is the word 
of life in the hearts of fome men. But look now 
for yourfelves, and know it afiuredly, that this 
enemy he will not forbear to fo\v in your care- 
lefs hearts the curfed feed of his fallen nature ; 
the which is a for faking of the truth, and a de- 
parting away from the living God, Heb. iii. 12. 
And becaufe he is a congregational rake, and he 
delights to be a pew- hunter. And therefore 
again I fay, believers or finners, roufe up and 
quickly look out for yourfelvei>. If you love 
your fouls, fee ! fee what the devil is now a do- 
ing. I tell you he runs about quick as light- 
ning from feat to, feat ; and where he fees a 
carclefe heart, a roving eye, he pr^fents to fucb 
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a one thedeCrableapplesof hispleafure, thcob- 
jefts of his lulls. And alfo when in the houfe of 
God he finds a Nabal, a glutton, or a drowfy 
head, then gently, but moft powerfully as a lion, 
he feizes'on a!l this dull finner's fenfible faculties 
and with a feeming kindnefs, firft, he draws the 
heart to leave the attention to the word, then 
he lulls him to fleep juft at fuch a time, wh;le 
the word of God/paffeth by him ; fo it leaveth 
him a carelefs finner. And yet the very fame 
word, in the hand of God founding through a 
trumpet of clay, becomes a foul-awakeniiig and 
faith-giving power unto the feeking, waiting, 
penitent finneh 

But this is not all. So look about and fee for 
this unclean fpirit. He has got mere work to 
do, than forgetful hearers are aware of, even ia 
fermon-time. And fo he proceeds, when he 
finds a covetous or a worldly-minded man at 
the word. The man is thoughtlefs concerning 
God or a future ftate, and fo he is carelefs about 
the faving or lofing his own foul. So this un- 
clean fpirit fcizes on this man's afFedions, and 
then binds his foul, and then he carries or tranf- 
ports them from the word of God, to the deal- 
ings of his fhop, warehoufe, or place of mer- 
chandize, places of public or private trades. 
So Satan leaves nothing for God's preacher to 
work upon, but a thoughtlefs truuV. o^ tcatA" 

A 2 . V 
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lefs c'ay. So though fuch a man fits under th 
gofpe), and yields himfclf to be carried and thu 
tofTed about by the unclean fpirit, he is but as 
door upon the hinges ; he is backward and for 
ward, for and againft the ways of God ; hju 
through the love of the world, he is yet left a 
unconverted man. 

But now I go on to obferve what Jefus th 
Son of the living God faith of this unclean fpi 
ritj that is, ** he is gone out of a man ;" an 
therein we fhali do well if we obferve thcl 
three things : 

ift. The unrefting, 
adiy, The unroofting. And, 
3dly, Alfo the departure of this unclean fp: 
rit. And, 

I ft, Let it be known, that God loveth ar 
pitieth fallen m^n ; and becaufe he is not wi 
ling hefhould perifh, therefore he hath given i 
the image of his glory, mercy and holinefs, i 
fave us from our fin5, from death, hell, and tl 
'grave. So the uncreated, all- creating Wor 
clothed with our nature in the unutterable, ui 
meafurable, glory of eternal love, Jefus of Naz 
rethjtheSonofthe living God, he came and d we 
with us in this prefent world, he being perfe 
God and truly man in the perfon of one Chrii 
full of grace and truth ; therefore, after his deal 
jindbcforehis afcenfion into the higheft heavens 
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^bfy» ht impowereth and fendeth his niiniflers 

with this charge, '^ Go you into all the world, 
. and :preach ttie goTpel [the which is God's •mer- 
cy freely given in Chrift to the chief of finners] 
|>reacb .itt» every creature." Now this is God's 
ordination, and Chrift's latge but free commif- 
flon to all his faithful, poor, .but powerful ]a- 
bounei^ or miniilers. And fo from age to age 
God calls, and Chrift commiffions them, and 
• fends them till time fhall be no more, or unto 
the end of this world. Matt, xxviii.- 20. So 
- then it follows, that the powerful preaching of 
this gofpel of Jefus Chrift, is what always makes 
this unclean fpirit uneafy, it breaks his fuppofed 
jreft, yea it is the working of God's word ; this 
makes him reftlefs and uneafy. And now, . 

2dly, Though he hath had his roofting-place 

,sn the heart of a man for forty or fourfcore 

years unmolefted, yeC now the Holy Ghoft, by 

the ufe of the means and the word preached, 

often unroofleth this unclean fpirit. And, 

3dly, It is the fear of Chrift coming into the 
poileffion of the heart, by the power of his word, 
that caufeth the unclean fpirit to go out and de- 
part, and leave this man for a feafon ; the which 
' bringa me to obferve thefe three circumfiantial 
things. 

I ft. The creature or perfon. 

idly. The manner of his goiug^ OMt% 

A 3 'j.^M 
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3dly, The meafure of the unclean fpirit go- 
ing out of thU man» So then, 

ift, Thib creature or perfon, he is herein de- 

fcribed unto us according to his nature, but mon 

particular by his condition, that is to fay, he i< 

by nature a fpirit, and by his own condition Oi 

quality unckan, firft, by nature he is a fpirit ] 

and the word of God telleth us of a divine, aii- 

I gelical, human and a diabolical fpirit ; and yet 

I this is not all, for David faith, '^ Let everj 

thing that hath a fpirit or breath, praife the 

Lord/' And alfo the learned do tell us, thai 

when in the word of God we find this article 

* the' prefixed to fpirit, and no attribute fub- 

joined that may denominate or diflinguifh it, il 

is always meant of the Holy Ghof(, as in Rom^ 

viii. IK '^ If the Spirit of him that raifed up 

i Jefus from the dead, dwell in you.'* And again^ 

I Matt, iv. I. it is faid, " Then was Jefus led 

I afide of the fpirit into the wildernefs, to be 

tempted of the devil." So therefore we are furc 

it was the Holy Ghofl the Spirit of God tha( 

led Jefus into the wildernefs to be tempted o( 

the devil. And it was that the temptation! 

of Jefui Chrift might have great ufe to admi- 

nifter help and increafe our faith, and fo be oi 

benefit*unto us; for Chrift being tempted in all 

points like unto us, aid fo overcame the tempter, 

tb^t he knoweth hoWj^ and he Is- willing to fuc- 
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conr and to deliver us when we are tempted. 
Now this always is a work of the Holy Ghoft 
the good Spirit of God. But now, on the other 
hand, we are told, i Sam. lb. 14.. ** The Spirit 
of the Loid departed from Saul, and an evil 
fpirit from the Lord troubled him." Therefore 
to us it is plain, the firft was a goo:i fpirit grieved 
and departed, this laft was an unclean, mifchie^ 
vous, troubling, or rambling, evil fpirit, return* 
ing into this his houfe, there rcftlefs and roofling 
, in the heart of Saul ; an J this proves the laft 
ftate of that man to be worfe than the firft. 

So then, behold, for this fcripture, as a mighty 
rock, it dafheth in pieces the wanton, God- 
provoking, vicious views, and frothy notions of 
our'Atheifts, Deifts, and Sadducees, and all 
others who deny the fubftance of fpirits, and 
frame to themfelves, that angels or fpirits they 
are only qualities of the mind. And further- 
more, thefe do affirm that good angels they are 
but good mptions, and wicked angels th'-y are 
but wicked motions and of the imaginations. 
But to thefe I anfwer, Indeed they may as well 
fay, that jthe extreme pains of the flone, or toi- 
mentof the cholic, thefe are but fancies, or that 
all forts of ficknefles, thefe are but thought '• 
yea that death itfelf, it is but a mere conceir, 
yet thefe fhaU all find, feel, and know, th.it is, 
there are fpirits^ created angels, appomudi ^^ ^^- 



[ 8 ] 

ccute the vengeance of God, and in the day of 

wrath, when God Almighty fliall bid thefe fpi- 
rits, fhall flrike the wicked. So then all them 
that know not God they fliall feel for themfelvfes 
that thefe angels will lay ojn with fure ftrokes of 
an eiTential and lading nature; thefe {hs^U know 
that hell-fire is no fable, and that devils are not 
nominals, for to their uncurable wounding they 
fliall feel devils are reals, not imaginary qualities, 
but woful, affliding, evil angels, here the temp- 
ters to fin, and hereafter the tormentors for fin; 
here the feducers of men, hereafter they arc the 
wicked accufers of all the ungodly and Chrift- 
lefs men. So then, they that will not be recon- 
ciled to the truth of the good word of God, thefe 
fliall all feel that their wounds are incur^le, 
for Atheifls and unbeKevers will feel unutterable 
pain, and cry and fay, ** O how I am torment- 
ed in this flame !" Luke xvi, 24. And this 
brings me now, 

2dly, To obferve what the unclean fpirit is 
by quality. We mufl: look carefully at his condi- 
tion, and his perdition will fliew itfelf the more 
plain. Now he is an unclean fpirit, and that 
in regard of his own condition or property in 
himfclf, and his perdition is known by that the 
which he doth work upon others ; for he feck- 
cth and laboureth till he hits on that fin which 
plcafcth a man. And to he infciSieth mankind. 



[ 9 ]' 

. by infufing or injeSing his own unclean nature 

into the afFedions and earthly paffions of Chrift- 

Icfs and the prayerlefs man ; the devil doth this, 

that fuch a man may both in wickednefs and in 

wretchednefs fhow himfelf to be not the image 

• of the Son of God, Rom. viii. 29, but a likenefs 

and nature of this unclean fpirlt ; fo he maketh 

fuch a man like himfelf. But give me leave 

to tell you, firft to obferve, that this fpirit is 

unclean in refpefl: of his own condition, for the 

devil, by creation, was good in the beginning; 

God, by his word, made him a good angel of 

light ; but he made himfelf reftlefs, proud and 

difcontented : fo he left his own fiift and niofl 

blefled flate, and made himfelf a wicked angel 

ofdarknefs, Jude 6. 

Again we read, Gen. i. 31. ** God faw all 
that he had made, and lo it was very good." I 
therefore fay. If every creature, or every thing 
which God by his word hath made, was very 
good, then it cannot be denied that this creature 
or fpirit was firft made a good nature or crea- 
ture, Butv as I have faid, he foon made him- 
felf a bad creature, an unclean fpirit. And fo 
it is that our Saviour Chrift faith of him, John 
viii. 44. ** The devil abode not in the truth." 
When he fpeaketh a lye, he fpeaketh of his 
own ; for he firft received, and (o he derived his 
nature from God 3 and that muft \)^ ^oo^\\i>3X 
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his departing or depravation, this is of hlmfelf. 
So then the devil was good by generation, but ' 
he is evil by degeneration ; and in that he is 
evil or devil, he may blame or thank himfelf for 
it. So thert I do conclude his firft condition 
was a good fpirit of God's, but now" he is of his 
own making a wicked fpirit, unclean ; but all 
the world (hall know that he hsrth undone and 
done this unto himfelf. 

Vr'^ell then, now let us fee what an un clean 
fpirit he is by his operation, effedls and acStions 
on others ; for we find, by our w.oful experience, 
and the fcripture telleth us, that Satan is, and 
his delights is to make mankind as wicked and 
as unclean as himfelf. So he ftrives and' he dif- 
fufes his nature, and that filled the heart of 
Cain with anger i^nd cruel murder on an obje£l 
of God's favour and love, yea on his brother 
Abel, a godly and innocent man. Thus he 
chanjieth Cain from the nature of a man, to the 
image or fafhion of a devil. In like manner 
alfo he fouls the heart of Jeroboam with the 
pleafure in idolatry : h alio he fouls the heart 
of Abfalom with the glory and ireafures of this 
world. So he brings him to treafon ; and to a 
living parent he niakes him a wicked difobe* 

dient child 5 fo he throws the finner under the 
curie and wrath of God, Again, he voids his 
nature on the heart of Dividj he ftirreth up 
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lull, and fo he bringeth him into adultery. He 
fouls the heart of Judas with covetoufnefs ; he 
makes him unfaithful, and fb he brings him to 
hell. And indeed the nature of all mankind is 
thus made unclean by him. So the Holy Ghoft 
teachcth us, Rom. v. 12. *' By one man fin," 
the which is uncleannefs, thus " entered into 
the world, and death by fin, and fo death went 
over all men, in whom all have finned ;" fo then 
all without exception are unclean; fo, Rom. 
iii. 12. ** They are all gone out of the way; 
there is none good, no not one.'* But 1 muft 
fay, God, the Lord, he is good, a Spirit of pu- 
rity. O that he would make you that hear, 
and you that read, and me that preach, thus 
pure in heart ! for Chrift our Lord faith. Matt. 
V. 8*. •* BleflTed are the pure in heart, for they 
ihall fee God j*^ that is, to their comfort ; they 
fhall fee the exceeding glory. But a foul left of 
God, and foiled and defiled with luftand drun- 
kennefs, fwearing and falfe-fwearing, blafphe- 
my, hypocrify, or apoftafy, this indeed is an un- 
clean habitation, or an houfe for an unclean fpi- 
rit to rooft and dwell in. 

1 fay, every fin is unclean; but there is 
a fin that is called uncleannefs, as if it were 
more immediately in man a fpring or fountain 
of the devil's nature, and therefore it is more 
pleafing to Satan; for hereby a man coaiaii.a^t\\ 
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many fins at once ; for, firft, he robbeth God 
the Lord of that which was bought with a 
dear price, i Pec i. 19. ^^ Shall the members of* 
Chrift be made the niember of an harlot V* 
I Cor. vi. 15. For this iin of uncleannefs it it: 
generally joined with that of fornication, as ia^ 
Eph. V. 3. '^ fornication and all uncleannefs." 
And again, Coi. iii 5, 6. '' Fornication, un- 
cleannefs, for the which thin^is lake the wrath 
of God comelh on the children of difobedience." 
Paul well reafons agalnli: this fm of uncleannefs, 
by an argument drawn to (how the abfurdity or 
foolifhnefs of fin- deceived men, 1 Cor. 6. 1 6.. 
*' Do you not know that he which coupleth 
with an harlot, is one body." Now Paul proveth 
this trom Gen. ii. 24. " For two, faith he, (hall 
be one fl^fli." But I know thefc whore- 
hunters and adulterefles of our day; thefe with 
I, a monftrous impudence, they will laugh at this. 

i And fay, they are fure that by the praftice of fo 

many thoufands, whore huntini/ can be 'no fin 
\i. at all. A^ain, fome will call it a little fin, yet 
i| let mc tell you, that until God hath pardoned s 
] man's fins, they make him as like to the devil 

: as an unclean body is like an unclean fpirit, 

l Though you may call it what you will, whiten 

■J it with the apologies called the pleafures o; 

/ youth, candy it with nature's fweet delights 

'.* And you may think to purge it away with a con- 
/ ^vi^^tiona 
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gfegational confeffion and invocation. We, fin- 
ners, befee^h thee to hear us, good Lord. But 
OTain man, be not fo much deceived, God 
will not thus be mocked ; for that feed you do 
delight to few, you fhall reap with forrow i for 
when, in the fpring of your youth, all your wild 
oats are (own, then remember this, that in God*s 
good time they fhail fprout up, and grow, and 
yield to you a plentiful harveft of lafting pain, 
mifery and woe. Therefore remember, unclean- 
nefs is uncleannefs ftilt, and like the devil. 
Though you can metamorphofe fatan's ferpents 
and toads, and yet fay that they are good an- 
gels i and though you can wafii the blackmoor 
and make his fkin look white, or make the le- 
prous to look fair and found ; yet this fin of 
whore-hunting, or uncleannefs, it will make you 
like this unclean fpirit. 

So I now conclude, that it is not his eflience 
we fhould hate ; but we are here taught by this, 
to hate the works of the devil, as they are evil ; 
and yet we are taught to hate his fallen nature, 
as he is the provoker to wickednefs. And this 
will appear more clear, when we confider his 
nature, by comparing it with his names. And, 

Firft, He is called. Demos, in regard of his 
excellent knowledge. 

Secondly, For bis envy and enmity, he is call- 
ed, Satan. 
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l^irdly^ Fot his coitimaiid and ufurped king- 
ly greatnefs, he is called, Beelzebub. 

Fourthly, For hia impuden^re and daring pow^^ 
cr, he is called. The Bnng man armed. 

Fifthly^ For his pollution, an unclean fpirit. 

Sixthly, Becaufe he is continually ftrivihg <o 
oppoTe God, and wafte mankind by doing evil, 
therefore he is continually called. Devil. 

Seventhly, Becaufe he worketh in the hearts 
of kings and magiftrates wickedly to make war 
againft Chrift and his members, and fo to Aed 
the blood of poor innocent men, though faith- 
ful fubjeds ; therefore for this his wicked couii- 
fel and bloody cruelty, he is rightly called^ the 
old Serpent, the red Dragon. 

I know the word of God maketh this plain, 
that all thefe properties and privities do ibow 
themfelves to be in the nature of this undctn 
fpirit. But this is to (hew us fomething of our 
duty daily, and our privilege continually in 
Chrift, to feek and pray to God the Lord our 
heavenly Father, that he would deliver us fwn 
all evil) the which is to fave us from this un- 
clean fpirit or devil. ^ .> 

O then let us call on God more fteqaentlf, 
and pray more fervently, obey the truth more 
faithfully ; and for ourfclves to know afliiredly, 
that God hath Avcd i» from this devil or.iin* 

$:lean' fp'mu So {kj ally and (o do aU of > ](pv. 

For 
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For an obftinate finner thinlcs to fave or (hield 
himfelf with the faying, *• I defy thee. Devil ;" 
and fo he deafs himfelf to the loud cries of his 
own confcience, for when the word falls on him 
with power, it pincbeth him fo to refift the 
truth, he faith, I can repent and believe when £ 
will ; a few minutes on a death-bed at laft for 
me ; this will do ; yea, God wants no more, fo 
111 have no more; I defy thee, devil." But let 
all obftinate finners know, that fatan is not a 
•child of two years old, to be outfaced with a 
wofd of defiance, or. Devil, I defy thee ; for he 
can bear forty years reflexion from a man, and 
yet be bis fervant only. T^t fatan be fure of 
your foul, and he will be like an extortioner, or 
a fiareftaHer, that can indure to be railed on, or 
bear with the poor curftng of him, fo that his 
money comes troling in : money, money, it is 
all he wants. Your foul, man, your foul it is 
that fatan wants : but it is foolifbnefs for a man 
to fay, that he deiicth a lion, and then runs na- 
ked diredly into his clutches. Even fo it is 
madneft in a man to be unclean, and yet to be 
obftinatcly fecure. I therefore fay, if you love 
your own fouk, be not unclean, and be not fe- 
cure. 

So now this brings me on to (how you the 
manner of this unclean fpirit's going out of a 
Bian« And^ firft, you are to khow^lbu hv^ ^^ 
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ing out, it is rather a form of fpeaking with us, 
than a form of his going out), but this I dc 
know, that whenfoever a fpirit, or a man doth 
leave the place of his former refidence, whethei 
.| willingly, or if by compullion ^ when once he 
fj is out, we then properly fay, that he is gone 
out. 

So then here is c/Fered to our confideration, 

the manner of the devil's going out. And this 

we may be fure of, that fatan go:s not out of 

his poiTeffion -, neither will he leave an inhabited 

heart willingly ; for where they have bad local 

and fubftantial pofleffion, for fo we read in the 

gofpel, Luke xi. 14. And it is to juftify that 

that I have faid, and to clear the meaning of 

\ this phrafe, I have obferved it as it follows : 

.; ** Jefus was cafting out a devil which was dumb, 

]■ and when the devil was gone out, the dumb 

fpake." So the phrafe is, •' he was gone out." 

Therefore my meaning is clear, that is, he was 

/ caft out i and fo well doth one fcripture expound 

' aoother. 

t| So then this * gone out* is rather a paffive 

than an a£)ive fpeech ; for I think that he never 
:, went out or left hris poiTeffion with, a good will, 
for it frets and torments faian, to be unroofied 
and difiodged from his delightful chamber, the 
which is the heart of a pofleflcd man ; for in^ 
deed fo clearly we may fee it in that legion o( 



devils having pofleffion in one poor man, and 

driving him into the mountains and graves, anTI 

cutting him vi^ith (tones; and yet a mercilefs 

devil this unclean fpirit he is, for he v^ill not 

leave this poor Gadarene, until Jefus Chrift 

comes ; at v^hofe prefence fatan rores out like a 

fury of hell indeed, faying, •* Jefus, thou Son 

of the moft high God, I will that thou fwear to 

me by God, that thou torment me not," Mark 

V. j4 But our moft dear Jefus, he is the King 

of heaven,, and the poor man's all-fufficient 

fiiend ; and he proveth himfelf to be the mighty 

God. For God the Lord, and he only, is the 

controller of hell ; and when God commandeth, 

all devils and unclean fpirits (hall obey him ; 

therefore Jefus anfwereth, ^^ Come out of the 

man, thou unclean fpirit/' 

And now you may fee,.that fatan is no Arian 
or Deift ; for he knoweth Jefus, that he is the 
mighty God^ whofe power vexeth, unroofteth, 
and cafteth fatan quite out of his pofleffion, and 
therefore this proud devil and unclean fpirit now 
becomes to Jefus Chrift an humble petitioner. 
So he changeth his tone with, ** I pray thee, 
fend us not out of this land.'' By this you 
may fee, that fatan loves to be where God and 
his Chrift is neither known nor worihipped j 
And thefe Gadarenes hath made it appear, that 
ihej chofe ind delighted in the com]^^iv\ o^ ^^« 
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vili and (mnc^ rather than to hire Chrift uu 
hk goipel. 

From this fcripture I would wifli you to lean 
thcfe three things : 

Firft, that this unclean fpirit owns Chrift tx 
be God, and prays to him whilfl he is out o 
hell) that Chrift would not caft him into hell. 

So then take care, left in hell &tan (houk 
upbraid fome of you lukewarm, dreaming pro 
feflbrs, who have not worihipped God in th< 
truth. Take heed left fatan fhould upbraid yoi 
of praying feldom, or not at all unto God. Al< 
fo. 

Secondly, Learn to believe, that all power ii 
! in Chrift, in heaven, and on earth, and in thi 
j:^ fea ; yea, he bridles and governs the powers o; 
k hell, as Matt, xxviii. j8. Learn, 
I Thirdly, That (acan is not willing to leave 

if/ an heart, or an habitation that he hath had fbi 
j^^ his poiTeffion } for when the believing fathei 
brings to Chrift his pofleiTed child, then doth 
the devil cry out, and rend the child, being not 
willing ; but, by the command of Chrift, he h 
forced to come out of him, though fatan rendi 
the child and makes him fore, yet fatan mufl 
come out, Mark ix. 26* 

So in this you may fee fatan's malicioufnefs 
as a bad tenant, by a writ of entry, driven out 
v/ his habiution, when becaufe he can ftay no 
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longer, but oot be muft j then he fires tlie hoefe^ 
and away he goeth to feek for another* And (o 
goetb the devil out of his houfe $ and likewife 
fo go fome men out from a oongregational 
church,: Yea^ fi>go others out from families, 
where they have had much benefit j and becaufe 
of making an ill ufe, and turning their good to 
evil J fo when they can have no more, or ftay no 
longer out, they muft go then, like this unclean 
fpirit : th^ will fay tad do all the mifchief they 
can; and.fo indeed they make themfelves like 
this unclean fpirit or devil. 

It was fo with Judas, John xiii. 26, 27. It 
is (aid, Jefus gave him the fop ; and, while he 
eat the fop, fatan entered into him; and when 
the devil entereth into him, it maketh him cove- 
tous, reftlefs, and difcontented : fo from the 
church out goeth Judas, and to the blind for* 
malifts, enemies of God, he fpeaketh evil againft 
Chrift, though it ends in his own perdition. 
And fo, again, Simon Magus ; he was in the 
church for a time, A&s viii. 13. It is faid, 
then Simon himfelf believed, that is, he received 
Philip's dodrine into his head, and fo he then 
was baptized \ but he never knew, nor loveJ the 
Lord Jefus Chrift ; therefore Peter faid to him, 
*' Thy money perifh with thee ; for thy heart 
is not right in the fight of God." And we ne- 
ver can find ^t this Magus came back to itxk: 
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the Lord, after he faw (hat he could not buf] 
the Holy Ghoft. So out -he goeth to k^pjooach 
the miaifters of Chrift as a fet of deceivers andb 
juggler9» yea the enemies of mankind ; but, m« 
God's time, this falleth out ^ his own deftnic^ 
tipn. 

t And from this obfenre, that whea fiitanv oc 
wicked and defigning men, aj% difappoiated and 
dj;iv^n out from their long-habited poficffions^ 
OF purpofes ; I (ay^ that whe^ they are out^ then, 
forthwith they go about to do and to work all' 
the mifchief that they £an : but fo long as they 
may v^cork in us, with us, or by us ; fo long will 
they give us complacency; tbey alfo will ftrive 
to^yi^ld unto us much fclf-fatisfaftion. But aa 
for wicked, double-minded men, who can tell 
the depth of their defignlngs 1 But we know 
alfo, fatan will give us much of his deceiving^ 
vicious obedience, until he hath made us not 
only his fubjeds, but bis poor, wretched, 
helplefs fl^ves. So he holds us in play, untill 
God the JL>or4, by his word and Holy Spirdtt 
enlighteneth us. And though we fee but little,, 
yet we have fome fight of our nufery ; and the A 
do we begin to fufpe£k Bela&ebub's title to rule> 
in u3, or to lord it over us, and fo to feek helpi . 
from an unknown God, by the hand of Mofefi,. . 
w^ dailiy go. But the law is fo weak,, that it • 
canJM)^ jHi^ fylM pMtof hfts po&ffioa; thpugb k- 
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fhcweth us the dreadful tyranny of the devil, 
and the helplcfs mifery of fin, yet the law can 
do no more ; it cannot comfort us ; fo that Mo* 
fes, the prieflly facrifices, and felf, we three do 
difpute the title of this unclean fpirit, and we 
make a buftle againft his power, and him ; but 
now, alas ! behold this our gamefome ape ; for 
he is changed himfelf unto an ox, and now he 
puts forth his goring horns of tyranny. For 
when the law of Mofes doth begin its plea in 
fuit' againft him, then will he firft plead pre- 
fcription, faying, this pofleiEon, or heart of 
man, it is mine, yea, and it (hall be mine ; be- 
caufe it hath been mine. 

And by this I moft own, that a cuftom of 
finning brings a deadly argument againft repen- 
tance ; and yet I think it is with better manners 
not to admit of a troublefome gueft, than it is 
to turn him out when he is feated within. But 
this is not all. For, fecondly, if this will not 
ferve him, nor quiet us ; though we go to 
prieftly facrifices, thefc cannot put him out, fa- 
tan is the more inraged : fo then he will go to it 
with plain terms, now he will force his way, 
and prove his power to command us, by his 
old ]ong title over our fathers and us. He will 
not fay. We were born without fin, O no, no ; - 
but he will fay, as in A6ts vii. 51. *' As your 
bthera did, fo do ye)" for thefc many loxv^ ^e^\% 
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have I cammanded them and thee, and I will 
command thee ; thinLeft thou now to ihake me 
off, and to refufe my fervice, O thou degenerate 
rebel I dare ye refufe allegiance now i ** on 
whom doth thou truft, that thou rebelleft againft 
me ?" as fayeth Sennacherib by his ambaflador 
to Hezekiah, Ifa. xxxvi. 5, And fo fayeth fa^ 
tan to the trembling, ftriving, pofTefled man. 
Who (hall, who can deliver thee out of my 
bands? 

But faith teacheth us to come out of our- 
felves; and, as with the threatened king, we 
anfwer him only in the name and power of our 
Lord Jefus Chrift. Then we can fay, the Lrord 
of hods, he (ball deliver us j at whofe great and 
terrible name the SennaQherib of the; iafexivit( 
Babylon doth (bake, tremble and fall ; and la, 
for when the power of God doth come into us« 
it overpowereth fatai\ fo, he muft depart ; yet be^ 
will not go out of his poileffion, without he firft 
flriketh into us the flaming darts of his unutter- 
able terror, and thereby tearing the heart and 
^i£iing our thoughts, in the. parting with our 
former pleafures. And he telleth us grievous 
tales of our old delights. But hence it is that 
I do fay, that there is a power fuperior to that 
of fatan \ this muft expel him, or elfe he will 
not be put out, neither will he go out ; for this 
uncircumcifed Philiftine, this infernal, infult- 
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ing Goliah, it is he that appears to be, Luke 
xi. 21. the flrong man armed with hellifli in- 
flruments of a lading warfare, as of deceiving 
fchemes, bloody plots, and evil praAices, to 
bring about the curfe and burning wrath Of 
God on ungodly men, wicked children, and 
malicious women. For he is not only the ftrong 
man armed, but he is a wakeful,watchful) cunning 
tyrant. It is faid of him, that he keeps his pa- 
lace. And of all the wicked, cruel tyrants and 
kings that I have read of, this is the mod de- 
ceiving, bloody and fuperftitioufly mean; for 
other kings have their favourites or courtiers, 
and royal guards, to keep their pcrfons and pa- 
laces ; but this proud, poor, jealous king of the 
children of pride, he can truft none ; fo he keeps 
his own palace. Andbecaufe his courtiers they 
are his helplefs bond^flaves ; fo their king watch* 
cth them, that he may keep them, I mean, the 
bodies and fouls of wicked men ; thefe are his 
chiefefl goods, and moft valuable treafure; there- 
fore he keeps them in his own peace ; the which 
peace is a revolting from God, through unbe*- 
lief and blindnefs of foul. And it is a deadly 
delufion of the devil. 

Again, this king keeps his own palace ; and 
becaufe, at all times, he will be ready to lay 
bold on more flaves, and fight againft and fore- 
ly trouble the dear children of God^ and fo, ia 
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«.\o\^\^ ^tid m an infulting mstnaer, be alwstys 
\jae^^ ^W2Ltc\iful look-out; he ^ruts and be 
ftrides over all the paths of the common high- 
way from Shochoh; that is to fay, flackneft. 
And it is man's fall from God and his righ- 
teoufnefs, i Sam. xvii, i. From thence, there- 
fore, he fpreads his dividing foot over the valley 
of Elah ; that is to fay. Oaks, or natural men, 
I Sam. xvii, 2. 

Now this leads me to fee, and that caufes me 
to fay, the power of this wicked king reacheth 
man's fall, over man's nature, even unio Aze- 
kah, Jo(h. X. lo, ii.-that is to fay, help rifing 
up ; and alfo it is the ftrength of Ifrael, the 
ftrong God Almighty. And when he meeteth 
faun in the poiTeiTed, and fayeth, " Come out 
of him, thou unclean fpirit ;" then forthwith 
doth help rife up, and pluck out fatan, cafting 
him out by head and (houlders. So then indeed 
this is God in Chrift, the ftronger than the 
ftrong man armed ; this is the King of glory ; 
he rules over all the kings of this world; And 
this is he, and it is he alone, that can help and 
deliver the corporal and fpiritually pofTefled, 
becaufe he is God over all. 

And yet I have heard it reported, and I have 
read alfo, that when the chriftian kings, in a 
godly manner, at the firft agreed mutually with 
each other to receive the ciofs into their royal 

ftandard) 
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h&dard, and as a token that they loved and 
believed God in the gift of his Son, then the 
Almighty God w^ pleafed therewith, and gave 
a mark of his good pleafure, by an impreflion 
of his divine power in them, 

Firft, As to the kings of England and France, 
God impowered them to cure certain difeafes by 
a touch ; and fo as long as they owned God and 
his power, with, them this gift continued ; but 
pride crept in. And, 

Secondly, Thereupon the kings of Spain re- 
ported, that they had power to help the demo- 
niac and the poiTeiTed perfons, though at the 
moft all good men know thefe were but corporal 
cures. 

But, behold, this will not ferve the pope; 
for he will tell you, that he can do more than 
them all together. And, I fuppofe, it is becaufe 
he is old father infallible, that he doth challenge 
a faculty to cure all fpiritual impotencies, pof- 
feffions, leprofies, &c. But, alas I this it is 
not in his power, although it is in his pride and 
fuperarrogant glory. 

But indeed this I will fay, becaufe I have Ceea 
and known it, that when our bodies are over- 
charged and bowed down with much ficknefs, 
or fierce difeafes, then do we find, and that of- 
ten, that this wicked king, this cruel enemy, he 

cornea in vpra u$, and up he liftA bi^ SiiM^*^^'^- 
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and fo round us flows the deep waters of fouU 
harrowing fears, evil fuggeflions, and faith*rack- 
ing blafphemies. He pours tbefe as floods of 
water againft our anguifhed fouls, and our bo- 
dies feel a heavy load of flefh-confuming trou* 
ble. fiut now, O dear man, it is not in the 
king of Spain, neither is it in the pope of Rome, 
nor their powers, but it is the Spirit of the only 
true and living God, he comes and lifts up a 
Ifandard of God's forgiving love and endlefs 
mercy. This comforts our foul, though it is 
lifted up againft the raging power of our daring 
enemy. 

So then the Holy Spirit, he ftayeth with us ; 
and, as an angel of mercy, he ftirreth and mov- 
cth the waters of Siloam : he blefl!etfa the means, 
and then we are healed : and as the brazen fer- 
pent in the wildernefs was lifted up, to comfort 
the afflicted, but believing Ifraelites; even fo 
doth the Holy Ghoft, by the word preached, or 
the facraments adminiftered, to the children of 
God ; and clearly they fee it by the eye of faith, 
he lifteth up Jefus of Nazareth, the Son of the 
living God. So we behold him a bleeding Sa- 
viour, bearing our fins in his own body, i Pet; 
ii. 24. 

This cafteth out the undean fpirit, with all 
his baubles of accufations ; yea, Chrift thus re* 
vealed^ he poureth the oil of gladnefs^^and glveth 
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to drink the cup of falvation or lading joy ; and 
this entereth into the heart of a believing, liv- 
ings penitent child of God» And this is more 
frequently done bv the weak inftruments, lay- 
preachers, fuch as fifliermen, Mark i. 17. fhep- 
herds, Exod. iii. i. hogdrivers, Amos vii. 14* 
and tentmakers ; thefe are the dear minifters of 
God } for God hath oftener done this work by 
fuch as thefe, than ever it was by popes or car- 
dinals, or archbifhops and bifhops. But, blefled 
be God for his almighty power, and by grace 
in Chrift we are led to fee, thus the mighty arm 
of the living God refcueth a miferable man from 
the pregnant, that is, fin- breeding; and alfo he 
delivers him from the regnant, that is, fin- 
teaching tyranny of the devil. 

So it is God hath put fuch a man at liberty 
from the inchanted fevenfold walls of the infer- 
nal Babylon, or the palace of the ftrong man 
armed. And the godly will always love that 
•inftrument, and fo give God the glory, becaufe 
they love whom God approves. And now we 
fee the blefled Jefus fetteth the foot of a weak 
chriftian on the neck of that monftrous enemy, 
the ftrong man armed, that great leviathan. He 
alfo giveth him infultation and triumph over 
afps, lions, bears, and dragons. Thefe are 
wicked men, enemies of God, and beads of that 
nature* Alfo this is the finguUt ?^d moft. 4^- 

C 2 ^ l\i^\^ 
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fira^ble, admirable work of Almighty God by I^s 
holy child Jefus. This throws fatan from his 
roofting place, and cafts him quite out of his 
poffefixon. Thefe two ways, by the power of 
God the Lord in the word preached, and by the 
power of the Holy Ghoft, fpcaking through and 
applying the blood of Chrift in the ufe of the 
facraments. For when to a feeking, waiting 
foul God doth apply the word preached, it is 
this is the fmooth ftone that wounds and breaks 
the ferpent's bead. And in the ufe of the facrir 
menrs, the Holy Ghoft comes, bearing into the 
man, and tbrufts the fword of the Spirit j and it 
is with that he cuts ; and fo God divides be- 
tween fatan and the believing foul. 

The Holy Ghoft teacheth us this doArine, 
and faith, 2 Cor. x. 4, 5. ** The weapons of 
our vi^arfare are not carnal, but mighty through 
God, to the pulling down of the ftrong holds, 
cafting down every high thing that exalteth it- 
felf againft the knowledge of God j yea, and 
when the mighty God will fhew his glory by 
his weak and much-defpifed fervants, he fpeak- 
eth feelingly, and moft powerfully, through 
thefe unpolifhed rams-horns of his own provi- 
ding ; and by his fevenfold Spirit the Holy Ghofl: 
to the godly, as clear as the blazing fun in the 
firmament, he (heweth the riches of his glorious 

^race. And then coming into the heart for a 
^ ^..11 
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£M poflciEon, ]oud. as clapa of dmnjer^ he 
fhouteth» ** Cbrift in man the hope of glory^" 
Then^ praifed be God^ down falleth the wall 
t>f this Jericho carnal fecurity^ This is a ftrong 
Md of the devil. And though this hold, aad 
chat of nature'-s ignorance, were ab ftrong as the 
fevenfold walls of Babylon ; and though in 'them. 
fiitan's exultation be as high as. ever the imagi- 
nation of Nebuchadnezzar mounted his own 
Tain-glorious worthy, fo in thefe holds fatan 
boafteth, his power; yet at the coming of this, 
prefence of the holy God, it is. this fliall. caft 
him down^. 

Sg, then it js the power of God revealing. 
Chrift in us the hope of glory; this cafteth him 
out ; and it is the Hply Ghoft in the ufe of the 
means or facraments, hewitneiling and applying 
the blood of Chrift to us ; it is that that holds 
l^im^out. The one drives him forth ; and Chriil's 
blood, this fprinkled upon our hearts, it is thi^s 
keeps, the unclean fpirit from coming in to rooft. 
or. reft in us» 

Again. So then here Itt the children of God 
take up this proverb againft fjitan, and fay, as, 
in Ifa. xiv. 4, 5. •* How hath the oppr^flbr 
ceafed I The Lord hath broken the rod of the 
wicked." 

But I muft go on. And the finger of God; 
the HoljE Ghoft b^H> me to fhf w you. the mea-. 
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fure of ihii unclean fpirit's going ant of a muK^ 
And, 

Fiifty It is neoefikiy, and I think it muft 
pundually be inquired into, that is to fay. How.-: 
this unclean fpirit may fitly be faid to be caft 
out of a man, as the word of God Jcfcribetli - 
it to US; in thefe two diftind ways; that ifl^ * 
in regard of the two forts of perfons, out oft 
whom he goeth. For God the Lord doth caft 
him out of the heirs of promife, the children of 
light, fo as that fatan can never more regain hia 
lofs, nor in them recover his once ftrong hold ;. ' 
but in them he is daily lofing ground, and he 
fhall never have a refting pofleffion in them any 
more. For God hath promifed them, •* I wiU 
guide you with mine eye, and I will bring you 
to glory : but as for the children of the wicked 
one, they through pride and not of love, but of 
luft and vain-glory, they defire to enjoy and to • 
pofTefs Ifrael's bleffing« So they feek God as a 
common father ; they fret, they murmur, they ' 
cry, expefiing to obtain earthly riches : richet 
and heaven, it is Efau's portion; it is this they ■ 
want. But thefe are enemies to God, they re* - 
fufe his call, they love not his Chrift; yetftcr 
quently and many times, in them the unclean 
fpirit he findeth himfelf reftlefs, and fuddenly 
^nroofted by a certain power that goeth into a 
man, by the common preaching of the wof4. 
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So convidioff arifeth^ and in part fatan goetk 
out of them; but it is in fuch a fort, that he 
has at all times kept his ftrong holds, and k- 
nmined in them ; fo he never rightly left them. 
But yet (ome are at a lofs, and would know how 
thU thing can be. Then let us confider thefe 
circumftances, and as I think it will give us 
the fnm of our defire. And, 

Firft, Satan is fo far gone out, as the mind is 
enlightened. The Holy Ghoft faith, that this 
is incident to an apoftate, Heb. vi. 4, 6. that 
'* he may be enlightened and tafle of the hea- 
venly gift, and be made partaker of the Holy 
Ghalkit and tafte of the good word of God, and 
the powers of the world to come," And yet 
they, if they fall away, it is itopoffible to renew 
them again by repentance. So then let us fie 
how one fcripture expoundeth another. For our 
blefled Jefus giveth U3 the explanation and clear 
meaning of each part of the former fcripture 
thus. Matt. xiii. 19. A man by the frequent 
hearing of the good wocd of God, he may have 
an enlightened underftanding ; for to him the 
word it is all knowledge in the head, but not 
the gra,cc of underftanding in the heart. There- 
fore, he doth think, that the preachers of God's 
wordg they are to be oily, fmooth-tongued, fchor 
laitic men, full of grammar, and man-pleafers ; 
tod fo then he bears the word^ and he is pleafed 
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^\{icv >3c«\twing. Many men with many /bunds. 
"^mX. ?SV i\vc good application, it is catched awaf 
from the man by the devil ; that is to fay, the 
devil walketh out of the man, but he catcheth 
and he carrieth away out of the man the good 
ufe of the word preached. So then fatan and- 
this fort of gracelefs men, they play the conffe- 
derate knave with each other : the man goeth to 
fteal the word : fo he catcheth it it, apd he re- 
ceiveth it, but not for food for his foul, but for 
paftime, and the pleafure of feeing and to be 
feen, and worfhipped of others. And thus with, 
an adulterous eye, a fluggifh. ear, and a deceived 
heart, with theft toys of eafe, fatan pleafethi 
the man, while he catcheth away the good ufe 
of the word from him ; and away goeth fatan. 
with his prey, and from the houfe of God away 
goeth the man with his deceived heart. So far 
tan hath the word, and the man hath his plea- 
fing fins. By the which you may fee, that the 
unclean fpirit he wiD go into and rob, and come 
out of this fin-deceived man a thoufand times,, 
and yet un perceived. 

But our Lord Jefus hath (hewn us another, 
fcrt of fermon-proof and fin-pleafed apoflate?, 
Verfe ao. He always heareth the good wor& 
with lightnefs, and a kind of worldly joy; but 
"when he is come home, or goeth into the world, 
atnd is liked ta be crofled or troubled^ then com- 

etk 
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ts^ Vo V\m t<«o of \\\s o\d compank)ii5^ that u, 
^^coTvi^t^x. ?in& peeviibnefs, thefe work their part, 
till forthwith an unclean fpirit of wrath and 
paffion feizeth on and catcheth away the good 
ufe of the word that he hath heard. So he leav- 
eth the man with his affedlions to God as cold 
as ice, and with an heart as hard as a ftone. 

Now thefe and fuch forts of hearers, they are 
faid to have a floating notion in the head of 
brain religion, with a human apprehenfion of 
Almighty God's revealed truth, the which 
iheweth itfelf in a pleaiing dexterity of man's 
wit, and gloflTed with a filver tongue, polifhed 
with eloquence of fpeech indeed, a fire in the 
brain, but not able to warm the heart. It hath 
a power to form the judgment; but before the 
man is changed or turned to God, behold for 
this joy it is fiafhed away, it has left him, it is 
gone. There is, faith Solomon, Ecclef. i. i8. 
** a knowledge that increafeth forrow;" that 
IS, a wit without the faving grace of God. 
And Paul faith, i Cor. viii. i, " There is a 
knowledge that puiFeth up." This is with- 
out grace, and therefore it fwelleth a man with 
pride, as wind pufFeth up a bladder. So far 
then as this illumination or light fwimming 
through the brain changeth the heart and dif- 
perfeth knowledge, and yieldeth up the foul to 
be led by Uie Holy Ghoft in the way of truth, 

thus 
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\tv9.%ot\«« ^ c^^^ quick light without heat, they 
are no fooner feen but they are ]oft and gone. 
So becaufe this work is from the law, thefe fpar- 
kles they are too weak, and they are too fliortt 
to kindle in them the true warmth of faving 
grace ; and for the fuel, it is fo green^ it will 
not receive the fire ; and the afle&ions they are 
fo vicious, that the fparkling flames of a law* 
convidion, this cannot reftrain the man from 
his fins, nor change his heart to hate them and 
love God. For convidion that is by the law of 
fm to the ungodly, and that is by the Holj 
Ghoft or the law of the Spirit of life, Rom. 
viii. 2. in the children of God, it is of adiflSsrenC 
work ; for David cried out, I have finned ; now 
this was from the law of grace, 2 Sam. xii. 13. 
And Judas, as though he hated himfelf and ab« 
horred his treafon, he lifteth up his voice and 
crieth out, I have finned. Matt, xxvii. 4* And 
this was from the law of death. 

See then it was the fame words, but not ffom 
the fame fpirit, no nor the fame heart; although 
it hath the fame found, yet it has not the fiune 
end in view. For Efau wept, having lofl: the 
bleffing; and Peter wept, having denied his Lord 
and Mafter \ and each of them wept not without 
anguiih of foul, and in bitternefs of fpirit ; thej* 
both had the like tears9 but not the like con* 
fciencest 

I have 
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Wv^N^ fe^tv fteeWieat in the fire, and then ic 
^a^v2^a\&xo x\\e taftvioning-hanittier ; but when 
it is heated and quenched in water, then it is 
harder than ever before. So then convictions in 
aiRif^ions faihion the heart of fome men for re- 
pentance ; but when that heat is quenched, colJ 
and gone, the heart is harder than ever. 

Again, I find that when gold, by fire, is refi- 
ned frorii its drofs, and the kinij hath fet there- 
on the imprcflion of his name and image, it is 
then believed the pureftof all metals, and it will 
never be in its firft flate anv more. So it is with 
the godly. They were earth, but God the Lord 
he hath made therri gold feven times refined ; 
arid he hath put the impreflion of the image of 
his Ton upon them, and they fiiall never be in 
their firft ftate any more, Rom. viii. 29. But to 
the ungodly, a fudden judgment ftrikes him like 
thunder, and it drives him to his wit's ends. If 
it is a ftitch in his fide, a pain in his back or 
hea^, then he will be prayed for, then he rc- 
penteth, he cries out: O this is a mtfl'cnger of 
death ! But let the difeafe leave him only a few 
days, and you v/ill find that a little thaw and 
Oielting of the warm aftV£lions of a carnal heart, 
they arc become cold towards God. Again, the 
difeafe is gone, the pain is ceafed, ar.d the heart 
it, is left harder than ever it was before, and even 
like our frozen earth in the depth of winter, it 

D iTiuft 
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muft have a warm foiith or wefterly wind tc 
thaw^ or open it, or it will not receive the good 
word, the fee J of the kingdom j but when the 
wind has returned to her former point, the fame 
earth its become as cold and as hard as ever, 
Even fo it is with fome men, when under the 
warm heart-melting, fm-fearching, foul-quick- 
ening fermons, thefe are what warm and open 
the heart of man; none but thefe can do any 
thing at all ; and yet when thefe are over and 
gone, the power of the word dies, and the heart 
it is (hut up, it becomes cold to God and frozen 
as hard as ever. 

And from this we may obferve, that fatan is 
fo far faid to be gone out, as he lies hid as a 
fnake in the grafs, for the devil he may be in 
his houfe, though he doth not (hew himfelf, or 
thruft out his apparent horns. But if you fay, 
he is walked abroad, then I fay, be on your 
watch, for a rambling devil will return hofne, 
when he hath pleafed himfelf in working abroad. 
You may depend on it, he will (hew himfelf at 
home at night. In the mean time, like a mif- 
truftful churl, he fears being robbed, and the 
ftealing from him, to the great lofs of his va- 
luable treafure, the which is the pleafures dnd 
love of fin in his houfe, the heart of a wicked 
man* And therefore as he gocth out againft 

God's 



^ ^ 



[ 39 ] 
God^s word, he (hutteth and barreth up the door 

of the heart with carnal delight aiid felf-fufii- 
ciency. 

So he (hutteth up the windows^ the two lights 
of the body^ So the word preached, it doth not 
enlighten them. And this he doeth while he 
goeth in and out of a natural man. Though 
with fome men, who run after the word, and 
receive it carelefly, with them fatan is always at 
home. For as the fnail when touched retires in- 
to his houfe, fo when the word preached break- 
jeth the head of fome outward fm, down fmketh 
(atan into the heart, and there he burrows 
deeper into the vile aiFedions. And when God's 
minifters become huntfmen, and go about 
jcarefully to feek and catch men, then fatan li- 
Cth in the heart, and perfuadeth thefe men not 
to go out to hear, but to be like the fox, to keep 
, clofe xo their father's den, that is to fay, Let us 
not mind thefe frantic fellows, this new fe<Sf, 
but let us be of our father's religion, of that re- 
ligion that we was brought up in, and that will 
fave us. And fo faid the cold frozen formalills 
the Jews of old. It is enough that we have Abra- 
ham for our father. And alfo others, who have 
gloried in their formal national church>difci- 
pline, thefe liave faid. We ^re fafe, we are 
fure we are fafe, becaufe ws are Mofes's difci- 
ples. And. that is to fay, through all the world. 
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•we are the beft and oklefl: conftitution, and have 
the moft choice and felc6i forms of prayer of any 
church upon the earth. But fee what anfwer 
tfid great X-*rebcher of heaven gives them. Matt, 
xxiii. 33. faying to them, *^ O you generation 
of vipers, your forms cannot fave you, how 
(hall you efcape the damnation 'of hell ? But 
what ihall we fay to thefe cold, dry formalifls of 
T.,i.' our dav and i:::cncration ? for whether they he 
Jev.'s, Turks, Papifts, or Proteiiants, they are 
all formalifls, who reft (hort of the power of 
God. And the nearer the truth, and to be with- 
out the power of God, the greater is their lofr, 
and more dreadfully they fall into the fnares of 
fin, and fo into delufion and condemnation of 
the devil, i Tim. iii.. 6. And Paul chargcth 
Timorhy, that of all forts of wicked men that 
are in the world, as though the moft dangerous, 
io he fhould leave their company, or turn afide 
from the formalifly who hath the form of reli- 
gion founded upon the word, and fo it may be 
called God's form. But yet we muft leave them 
who have this form, but not the power of god- 
linefs ; and becaufe in them fatan he is always 
at home. And now I tell thee, dry formalift, 
that as an egg that hsth a crack or a pin-hole in 
it, thr.jgh you nurfe it| it will never produce a 
live chicken : even fo to you is the' form of god- 

Jincfs that is without the power of God, 

And 



And now let n^r fee why it is fatan keepeth 
MK>fting in Tome men- s heartSj and fo he ftayeth 
fo much at home ; it is becaufe he knows that 
M feme times he muft bring men to deftrudlioa 
by fraud, and alfo he knoweth his great fucceis 
therein ; for with feme men he can do more by 
fraud, than he can do by force. Fraud it is a 
white mafic on a black face, and as a fheepflcin 
on a wolf's back. And when the devil he is 
thus dizled and drefled out, now fee what a 
figure he makes. And it yields him pleafure, 
becaufe in a (hew of holincfs he may now work 
Ae:more mifehicf. For this- fu its his turn, not 
to difquiec this fort of men with great capital 
fins, no, nor to upbraid them with outward 
enormities. Eafe and the religion of the world, 
this £lieth tfaeir.hearts. By ,this he dcceiveth 
them s ib be mafceth them diihoneA to God and 
their own foul Fortbefe men they are fpiritiial 
thieves^ fo the Holy Ghoft calls them robbers of 

eod. 

: And yet I fay, that-fo Auras this touch of rc*« 
Ugion enters into the. man, the unclean fpirit it 
may he faid iie is fo fiSu* gone cut of that man. 
Though Ifatan he may be faic) to be caft out,^ in. 
Ac opiniofi of the party jn whorti he refides ; for 
every fuch-aman wiH prefume andfay^ A devil I 
there is no 4levtl. in me^ no, no* The proud he* 
fayeth, that 'these is ao Luciforvjiin him i. M}^ thR* 



I »42 ^ " 
.co^tous hefaMi'M^ bath'ho MaHMnon Jfi him ) "- 
and the suiulcerer he faith he hath no Afmoifeus 
or lecherous devil in him : and (b thejr contend - 
againft God's word. And feme are fo merc^iFuj 
to all forts of wicked itieh, and they are fo tntfn 
cilefs againft the Almighty holy God^ aK'.to hja ^ 
face they give God the lye 5 and thefe fay. Fie, 
£e ! there is no devil at al) ; we wiil not believe 
it, though God hath'faid it; but God will bring 
thefe wicked men into judgment for all their 
il(^icked deeds^and cruel fpeaking, Judexv. Aa4 
yet thefe men hare learned in their church catCi^ 
chifm to fay, ' I did promife in my baptifm, 49 .. 
forfake the devil and all his works.' 

But now I fay, why fhould thefe men be fq 
fupine and befotted of the devil f for, alas! where-* 
ever the works of the devil are, we may be furo 
there is the work-mafler. But to thefe I fay» . 
Thou art afleep, poor Samfon, and whilft thd« c 
Philiftines are upon thee : nay awake, for thefe 
are now within thee : and know this, that tb^ 
ague it is not gone, though the fit be over; the 
next fit may be. worfe than ever; therefore awake,; 
O man, and know for tbyfelf, that whilfbthou 
carekfly flumbereft in the fteerage, the veflcl, - 
thy life in thy body, it is fleered by a wicked. 
pilot ; though it keeps going on for- eternity, • 
thou art every moment' in jeopardy, on prefump^ 
tuous rocks, to ftifier fbipwrecks, and fuddenly ga 

down 
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dowa to hell ;. for fatan he hat not lefic.thcr, althe/ 
tbou conceit him gone out from tbee^ therefore 
•asit ia in our phrafe, the unclean fpirit go^t^b 
iout of fooie men, bpt it is only in their own 
conceit. . And yet again I fay, this, unclean fpi* 
jit he may feem;gone out of a man, in the good- 
opinion.of the people of God, or of the church 
of Chrift. Yes, . and for a time the church had 
a very good eftimation of Judas, and for that 
that he was in the office of the ftewardfhip and 
treasurer of the church, and for that as he was 
conformable to thefe good outward duties, and 
thereunto he (hewed much care in filling up 
his place with outward obedience ; but yet be.- 
fore God and his own confcience, hp was a 
double minded man, and a deceitful thief. 

So (then, if iatan but now and then bend his 
bow of deceit, and fhoot into an ungodly man 
an arrow of infiigation, to bring about fome 
wicked plot or purpofe, thia will fcrvq the devil's 
turn among the godly, that when th^re is a fit 
opportunity, this man he is the inflrument, and 
(atan by him doth the moft ipifchief^ for the 
devil can dwell within him, altho' he ftandeth 
not at the door to be feen of others i^ fo.he may, 
do wrong to. the godly, and yet. th^y c^ him a 
friend. Matt., xxvi. 50. . 

And again, this unclean, fpicit he goeth out of: 
the nvui in the world's judgmentj and of hi3 






caJCToV T^ti^VibbuK in particii/ar; far they iky oi 

\v\m, &ce how the man, ytfhy he hath left offbh 
card-playing, his cock-fighting, his horfc^nu-, 
cing and wager-betting, and he hath been jecn- 
at the church. And thus in dn world's opiftioA 
the devil is gone out of htm ^ but Che man ill lyie. 
own heart, he knoweth it to. be otherwife; -fer 
he hath not had fo great fuccefs in his late betC* 
>ngs as he formerly, hath had, and now therefore - 
his card-playing, his cock-figheing, and hoirfe-> 
racing, they are to him lefs pleating than ever; 
and he hath left his old companions, becaufe 
they mock at his feveral failings, tb?y kugh at 
his ill fuccefs and weaknefs of his judgment, in 
betting on the lofing tide; andth'is frets him t6. 
the heart ; and it greatly adds to his trouble of 
loting, that he (hould k>fe' \M large tide 4md 
boafting fame of all gain hy^Winning; To no«r 
he goeth to church to fee new faAiions And immil 
faces, and to feek for and to make new advantii«> 
ges ; and therein he turnetfa the ho«fe of G^ii-. 
into a den of thieves, and the houfe of praj^fyp 
]{ito a change of merchandize; yea, lie ^di. 
worfe^ for he maketh it as a brothel ; fo iA^ 
his eye be feeds the lufts of his heart, and tb^ 
next holidays they will (hew you by his wo^ldsy 
bow far the devil wa^ gon^e out of ^him j fiar if td 
went out^ he only le/t this man for «> feafon,. 




^w^ vci m^ judgment he never left him at 

And laAIy, fatan is fa id to be gone out of a 
man, fo far as there comes into him an inter- 
ruption againft the raging powtr and fovereignty 
■ of fin ; for now the old man he hath left his 
daily gaddings and his midnight exploits of fro* 
lickfome gallantry ; fo it is concluded by him- 
fclf and others, now the devil is gone out of 
him. But all you that think fo, I tell you, look 
well to ir, for you are miftaken in the matter ; 
for old age has outrun the days of youth, and 
the fprings of nature they i-re now grown cold 
and frozen, and therefore with a grim, four look 
he cafteth his cye^, with rage and anger he con- 
temneth the follies of youth, and not with So- 
lomon's heart, but in Solomon's words, he cri- 
cth out, and he faith, " All this is vanity of vani- 
ties," Ecclef. i, 25. So I fay. Behold this old 
man, for the fluices of nature's (Irength they are 
now (hut down, therefore the floods of youth's 
iniquity, they run not fo violently as they did 
in twenty years paft ; but alas ! the man's free 
will and his heart is the fame, for the rein-deer 
runs not fo madly, but {he flackens her pace, 
whilft that infernal rider forbears goring her 
fides with his fpurs of fury. 

So now the old man he hath changed his fins, 
Vu£ Cod the Lord hath not changed his heart, 

for 
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for though now you may fee him on faints da 
and Sundays to worfhip, he goeth, and he bea 
^th with him a large common prayer-book, ai 
with a new multiplying- glafs to find out t 
text, and view the faces of the congreg^ic 
And again, you may find him in private ; nc 
he ufeth his new week's preparation-book, a: 
now he will read you a pp.iTage out of a boc 
he calls it, The fure Guide to Heaven. Beiic 
he will tell you, he hath learned fome excelle 
prayjers out of a book cailled, Hammond's VVb< 
Dvity of Man. So then you will fay, Sure t 
deyil he is gone out of this man. And again 
tell you, no ; fatan hath not forfaken him, ] 
though he looks out at the window and ihe' 
his horns, yet he keepeth his po/Teifion. By f 
old man^s refifting the reproofs of his yputhi 
fins, fo then fatan holde^h faft the door of 1 
heart, and he leadeth the old man into the fin 
covetoufnefs, the which is idolatry, £ph. v. 
Though he calleth it frugality, yet he finm 
prefuniptuoufly, for he will not fpare a little 
his own fubftance, for the glorious caufe of Gc 
or for the help of the poor, Neither can he w 
comfort enjoy his own earthly bleffings to j 
.ceive them as they are gifts and favours 
God. And this caufeth me to conclude, thai 
may be faid of him as of Judas, for now thi 
Cometh into him a more forcible and ftronj 

d^1ufi< 
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delufion of the devil ; for it is faid, Lukexxii. 3* 
that fatan entered into Judas before the pafibver, 
though before this time Chrift layeth open the 
pofleffion of fatan in the heart of Judas, and 
fayings ** Have I not chofen you twelve, and 
yet one of you hath a devil/* And John xiii. 27. 
we fee, that while Chrift was giving him bread 
of inftru£tion, Judas confented to a£t deceitfully. 
So fatan entered into him with a full cup of 
foul-poifoning contempt of God, in the betray- 
ing of Chrift. So then God changed Judas's 
bleffing into a curfe, Mai. ii. 2. 

Now then I fay, let fuch a man know that 
this kind of hypocrify, it is like that of a ripe 
tumour rtiat will be no longer hid, but it turn- 
eth into a rancorous ulcer of horrible wicked- 
nefs, and then it burfteth forth into a ftench of 
open profanehefs and defiling of others. And yet 
fatan fometifnes he fufpends his tyranny, and fets 
clofe and cunningly ; he fawns it over the old 
man's natural aftedions of the heart. There 
he fits and banquets on the inward lufts, the 
which he findeth there ; for now the devil he is 
not fo cruel a mafter, butj he will let his flaves 
to have a little outward reft, for he knoweth well 
that the inward or heart fin, if it is unpardoned, 
it will fink a man to hell. Therefore it pleafeth 
fatan to fee a man fhut up his heart againft the 
rq)roof9 of God's word, and to love his fins, 
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>Js\o\\^V\e may forbear fome wicked prj^iices, 
>jtx. v\ve 2Ldu\terer, though he Cicepeth, or though 
he walkcth, yet he is an adulterer ftill ;' for we 
know that a tempeAuous wind it will often fall 
and foon lie ilil), and the moft impetuous and 
maligi\ant force of a man's wickcdnefs itmufl 
have fome abates of their ufual violence^ and 
paflion breaks not forth always into the (ame 
(hew of malice without fome intermiflion. 

Now then I do conclude, that fo far as this fuf- 
pended remiflion and interruption of An is, then 
fo far is fatan faid to be gone out of a man. 

So thus much I have (hewn you as to the mea« 
fure of fatan's going out of a man. 

Now, if you will give me leave, I will fet be- 
fore you a threefold profpeftive-glafs, wherein 
for yourfelf each one, by the Holy Spirit of God, 
you may clearly fee whether this unclean fpirit 
be truly, or by formality or hypocritically he is 
gone out of your heart. 

Now this iirft fide of the glafs it is to fhew 
you, that if Chrift hath thrown the devil truly 
out of your heart, then doth the heavenly Far 
ther*s love move in you, and draw your heart to 
him i and fo God revealeth his Son in you. 
Now this is life eternal to your foul, and to 
your endie(s comfort you (hall know the Father^ 
and Jefus Chrift whom he hath fent, to be the 
only very God^ John xvii. 3. And this will 

make 
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make Jcfus Chrift the Son of God to you who 
believe on him, he is precious, i het. ii. 7. yea, 
to you he is more precious than father or mo- 
ther, or brethren, or huftand, wife, or children, 
yea than life itfelf. And becaufe Chr/ft dwel- 
Icth in you, a(k of the Father and the Holy Spi- 
rit of God, he will come to you and comfort 
you, and he will help your infirmities; alfo he 
will {hew you the good things of God, and with 
the image of Chrift he will feal you for God. 
And he will alfo bear witnefs to this truth in 
you, that Jefus Chrift the Lord he hath thrown 
the devil out of you truly, Rom. viii. 16. 

And of your joy there is no end. 
For God's your Father, 
And Jefus Chrift your Friend, 
The Holy Ghoft your Comforter, 
When time and all this dying world fliall end. 

Jefus Chrift as truly thrown fatan out of this 
man ; and the proof of this is, that now the 
root of this work of God it will begin to grow 
and bud, it will bloflbm, and thtn fhew itfelf 
by its fruit, firft, as making fome alterations in 
his courfe of life, then feeking God and his 
righteoufncfs, that, is to fay, God and the power 
of his Chrift; and fo he becometh a living mcm- 

E ber 
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ber in the my flic body of Chiift. And fo Tic 
ftrives to be ufeful and fruitful to others, -becaure 
the love of God is flied abroad in his heart j the 
world alfo (hall fee this, for God has given him 
another fpirit, Num» xiv. 24. God has made 
him another man ; and as he goeth on, he fliew- 
eth it,' as fiift in the diflike, then in hatred, and 
laftly in making an open war agalnfl: fatan and 
all fin. For though it is with him, that through 
the weaknefs and the remains of indwelling fin 
in his fleih ; fo he ftrives ; he would, but no, 
he fmds he cannot fo prevail on e^th, as to have 
no fin, I John i. 8. or to leave all things with 
God that moleft or trouble him. But yet, thro* 
the mercy of God, and being led by the Spirit 
of Chrift, fin fhall not rule or lord it ov«r him. 
So he loveth no fin. And God comforts him 
with daily fupplies of his heavenly grace ; and 
the man for this he is thankful to God, Rom, 
vii. 25. Though he feeth it impoffible for him 
to live here on earth and have no fin ; and yet it 
is exceeding nccefiiary that he (hould hate him- 
felf becaufe of fin, becaufe it is the content and 
complacency, or the continuance of fin, it is this 
holds in the devil. 

And fo again, if fatan is truly thrown out, 
there domes in his place, from God, the Holy 
Spirit, and he dwelleth in him, and it is a pure 
fpirit of perfe<5t love to God and his Chrift ; 

and 
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and this is in us the fpirit of righteoufnefs and 
true holtnefs, without which no man fhall fee 
God. So then " Blefled^are the pure in heart, 
for they flialJ fee God." 

Novir look again, and the fecond fide of this 
profpedive-glafs ihall fliew you, when fatan is 
but walked out or gone out of a man, by for- 
mality. This (heweth how it is then, for then 
goeth a. formal man, and he becomes a dry, at 
Come times a noify, at other times a flill, almoft 
fpeechlefs profeffor of the covenant of works, 
and greedy of knowledge. So he runs after un- 
profitable forms and painted (hows of outward 
religion, being pleafed with theft- fo long as he 
finds them the traditions of men, having the wif- 
dom of this world, i Cor. i. 21. So he thinks 
now he is all knowledge, and he huggeth to 
himfelf his ownThefaurusTheoligicun, 01 body 
of outward or formal di/ in* ty , ant! btcaufe of 
this he reproveth omiffions and outward fms in 
others, and this make:h h^m proud, and his 
heart is filled with vain-boafting of his^ifts, hu- 
manity-offerings, and prayers. And from this 
he concludes, that there is no doubt but he is an 
honeft good man, for by doing thefe good works 
he looketh for the favour of God and eternal 
• life. But ftay, thou wilfully deceived blind fin- 
ncr, for Solomon faith, he hath feen fuch a man 
as you perifh in his own righlcouJu^U* 

i; % ^ 
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So then this proveth that fatan he is but walk- 
ed out of that man, or he has taken a turn in 
jQur flreet to vifit your 'neighbours. You may 
be fure on it, the devil he will foon return home i 
to dwell and reil and roofi: in this man again, 
and the lad (late of this man it is worfe than the ' 
full. ^ . 

So I come to fhew you the third fide of this 
profpective glafs, and let us look watchfully, fo 
tha: we may Re clearly how it is when fatan 
goeih out of a man, but by the door of a^eceit* 
tul heart of hypocrify. Now when the devil is 
thus gone out;, then doth the man become a 
fctkcr, yea, a refllefs, runabout feeker. So he 
tlriveth after crouds and multitudes of hearers, 
::r.vi he fcckcth different kinds of preachers. And 
that he may be more known, more noticed, more 
honoured, and more talked of by others, for this 
caufc he doeth, he fulFcrs many things 3 and you 
would think him xill repentance, all obedience; 
and he fkippcth up the mountains of much dif- 
ficulty, if poffible, to perfuade you he is all love. 
But in him thefe three are counterfeits, and not^ 
graces. So they live with him abroad, when he 
is with others like himfelf, and when he is among 
the children of God. But thefe three fitters they 
are flill and dead with him at home. And yet I 
have faid he is a feeker, for he feeks the praife of 
men more than he doth the honour and to glorify 

God. 



[' 53^ T 
G6d. Though with the people of God he out- 
goes many of them, in the obedience of outward 
religion ; but when he is with the children of the 
world, he is afraid to ofFend them, becaufe of 
future advantage, the gain of bufinefs, and up- 
holding of trade. Therefore it is with the world 
he will fay as they fay in many things, he will 
do as they do, and why not, why alas he is now 
at home, or with them that love not God. So 
adl now is alike to him, for he can fee others do 
worfe evils than him, for he abftains, at the leaft 
at fome times, from light and frothy converfa- 
. tion, from prophane fwearing and thieving, and 
he hath not -pleafure, but he rather reproves. 
drunken, lewd and wanton company, though he 
cannot fay he doth always keep from them. < > 
no, but this he can fay». that is, that he renders- 
to Cefar the thing that are C'efars, and that he 
giveth to the prieft his tithe, . though it is to a 
handful of mint from his garden ; and that he- 
gives to all men that that is their juit due, .ea, 
and oftentimes to tradefmen he gives them more. 
than their due ; and from this he concludes of. 
himfelf, and he hears others fay, that hf* i:> a re- 
ligious, honeftj good man,, ani a nti -hb^ur of 
neighbours. Alfo he liftcneth moch to that 
canting, deceiving ftrumpet, that goes pratling ^ 
from houfe tohoufe, her<rommon natne isllear- 
fty but her proper name is Slander^ Now. <fe^ 
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telleth this man that he is better than many of 
his neighbours; for though they are religious 
ones, they do the evils which he ahftains ffom, 
and they do not the good as he doth, and there- 
fore they are more wicked than he is, for O, fhe 
crieth it up, what merit caa be above the merit 
of abftinence and of doing good. But to thefe 
I now fay. Stay, ftay, O man ; for what great 
matter is it for you, or any one, to abftain from 
thofe fins whereunto as yet the devil hath not 
tempted you, and fo your heart hath not been 
courted to comply ? 

And again I fay, that a living faith in God's 
grace of repentance, it quickeneth and maketh 
the foul alive ; and when a man is born again, 
this teacheth him to renoifnce all dead works, 
and fo he goeth qn in gofpel obedience; yea, 
fo it is that a living faith ftrives to walk in, and 
it delights in all God's ways ; for to the godly 
they are ways of pleafure. So by him none of 
them all muft be excepted, though he kr)oweth 
that none of them all by him can be fulfilled ; 
yet he hath in his heart a full refolution againft 
iatan and his kingdom. But when the praife of 
men, and felf-glory joining with the envious 
profeflbrs, to flander the children of God, yea, 
and though it is true that fome of thefe fpbts 
they were the fpots of the wicked, or black 
wcrJJy yet becaufe God he hath loved them and 
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made them comely, that is, God will fee no fin 
in them, God will lay no fin to their charge. 
So woe be unto him that fhall flandcr and vilify 
a child of God i it had been better for that man 
he had never been born. For though he had all 
the former good, yet this (hall be to him as a 
millftone of a mighty weight bound co his neck, 
and it finketh that man into that fea, the worft 
of all feas in this life, the which is the fea of 
whited hypocrify. * 

Sec then, for I have faid thus much of the 
unrefting and pefplexednefs, with the unrooft- 
ing and throwing out of the unclean fpirit. And 
fo frowning, threatening, with iiormings and 
accufings, fee him, fee him, there he comes I and 
what (hall we expeft but mifchief from him that 
is the author of all trouble and mifchief ? So then 
behold you, now he is gone cut ; and therein we 
muft watch him, and obferve his labour and 
difcontent in thefe five following circumftances. 

Firft, (For his travel) he walks. 
Secondly, (For his trial) in dry places. 
Thirdly, (For his trouble) he fceks. 
Fourthly, (For his eafe, reft). And, 
Fifthly, (For the event) he findeth none. 
For travel, (he walks). And let all idle per- 

fons know, that the devil he is no idle fpirit; 

but he is a walker, as I have faid before ^ for in 
3 ^.VV 
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^^ v^Yls o? v^e earth, and to all mankind, he is 
no Granger, but night and day, and at all times 
and fca^ons, he' is j ambling and moving about/ 
For fatan he is like wicked Cain; he is a va- 
grant, reftiefs, runagate walker ; foj: though he 
leeks it, yet he cannot find a refting, peaceable 
place for l;im to dwell in, no, not. in all this . 
vt'orid. 

I have converfed with many travellers, and 
fome tell, me, that they have feen much of the 
Holy Land ; and others fay, that they have been, 
down into the South Seas, even to Mexico and 
Guatemala. And again, fome fay they have been, 
in the Weft-Indies, and others up the north, 
feas; but 1 never met with one man that hath. 
feen all thefe places in the world.. And I have, 
read of two men that fay, they were walking for^ 
ten years from Florida to Mexico. But l^t care-, 
lefs Tinners be amazed a,t this, for of all travel* 
lers, the devil he is an univerfal walker, he hatb 
travelled all coafts of the fea, and all corners of 
the whok earth ; yea, and he would travel imo 
and trouble heaven too, if he might but once be 
admitted there. But, blefled be our God ihc. 
Lord, he hath caft him out, and thrown him 
from heaven down to the earth ; and fo he 
comes, and now, as if he were the king and fole 
monarch of this whole world. O how he is ever 
walking, and his motion is. circular^ and his 

dividing; 
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dividing foot haftily taketh unwearied fteps. So 
hz goeth from pole to pole. He hath a large 
and endlefs circuit. But for him who hath de- 
ftroyed man*s peace, there is no peace, he can 
have no reft, but he walketh now as a fly fieger, 
that goeth about a fort to feek for the weakeft 
part, and there to lay iiege in that place, as it 
being the moft eafy for battering, and fo fatan 
goeth about to feek for man's de{lru£lion, even 
as a roaring lion goeth feeking about from rocks 
to mountains, to take and kill and devour his 
prey, i Pet. v. 8. And as in foul -deceiving 
charms he is a Terpen t, fo efpecially in all his 
walks, for his whole courfe it is crooked, or fer- 
pentine ; and all his walks they are after, and 
againft, and a,bout man, for the motive, caufe, 
and main intention of his journey, it is to win 
man's heart, and chain its affections to the love 
of fin. Then he wills to bring the body and 
foul under the fiery law and curfe of Almighty 
God. And thus, in fearch of pleafure and pro- 
fits to deftroy man, fatan will be a pilgrim, and 
fo on he walks. Purchas calls his volume of the 
world, a pilgrimage. But O me, what a ftrange 
pilgrim is this, that makes no end of his jour- 
ney until God (hall end it ; he will not fit down 
till God the Almighty arifeth up, and faith. 
Time (hall be no longer. So I thank God for 
Jefus Chrift. Then there will be ah end to all 
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the walks and profelyting glory of the devil; 
though I know he may now boaft of himfelf, 
and fay, that he is the old^ft and moft learned 
of all the learned profelyting travellers in the 
world ; for he can boaft- of his wifdom, age and 

• 

knowledge, becaiife he hath been in heaveii. 
And who can gain fay his learning there ? and he 
hath been in Paradife > and we all know he was 
not idle when he was there ; for he hath made 
work for you and me, and all the fons of Adam. 
And now he glories in the pain of our bodies, 
and in the fweat of our brows. And for hun- 
dreds, yea thoufaiids of years, he has walked the 
earth and travelled the fea ; and there is no vo- 
lume fufficient to mufter up all his labours. 
And this, and all this, is to profelyte poor tm- 
ful man. 

And again ; fatan can boaft and outface all 
other travellers of this world, becaufe he has 
been in hell ; and yet he has not done walking* 
As I remember, our Lord Jefus tells the un- 
believing Jews of their blind zealed wickednefs, 
that even they would compais fea and land to 
n ake a man to themfelves a profelyte ; and then 
they put him as into the arms of the devil. But 
this is worfe ftill ; for fatan be putteth a girdle 
as it were about the whole earth, to fuit hia 
purpofe and gain his ends ; and fo he maketh a 
man againft God a mutinous rebel and child oi 
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lell, like himfelf. It was a true faying that the 
father of lyes made anfwer to the God of truth. 
The demand is. Whence comeft thou ? The 
eply follows. Job ii. 2. ** I came from going 
o and fro in the earth, and from walking up 
.md down in it." Now we own that this is 
true, though it came from the father of lyes ; 
but yet we are very unbelieving of this point of 
loflrine of fatan's walks ^ and fo it is expedient 
'hat we (hould fee a little of this ourfelves; and I 
ihink the only way to fatisfy our own felves, let 
us track him by the print of his foot. So we need 
:o look well to it, and we muft keep clofe up to it. 
For they muft have a fharp eye and a nimble 
'oot, that would go on to watch the devil ; for 
fie walks any way, if by any means he might 
ipoil a man. So he walks with his two hell- 
iiounds, difobedience and defpair ; there he 



;>;oes. 



So then he meets Saul the firft king of Ifrael. 
He finds him a fprightly, religious, promiflng 
young man. So he turnech difobedience loofe up- 
on him ; and difobedience feizes on the warlike 
king, and fpoils him. Then fatan turneth loofe 
hiy blood- hound defpair ; he feizes on the per- 
plexed king. So they hunt him from bad to 
worfe, till they worry him into this his greater 
trouble ; and by the means of the witch of En- 
dor, he is finally undone, i Saai% yxVvv\.^')« 
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But will you not yet believe ? So then look 
again j for fatan walks up and down, and goetn 
to and fro in the earth; and as he travels, he 
meets king Ahab as it were in the face 5 he joins 
company with him ; fo they walk together as 
honourable princes, till in the vineyard of Na- 
both the Jczrelite. So he fheweth Ahab a lying 
deity, and perfuades him that is his God. Ahab 
believes him, and bows down to covetoufnefs ; 
and he facrifices a godly man unto this idol, 
I Kings xxi. 15. 

So here fatan hath done his pleafure, and he 
hath undone Ahab. And now he travels on, 
and we muft obferve and jog on clofely. And 
firft, I muft tell you, the devil walks in our 
days as much as ever he did in old time, yea in 
our fields, and in our fummer- gardens, and in 
all places of public carnal pleafure. And you 
fee he is no ftranger to kings and princes. So 
with them he walks, and with poft-haf(e he 
comes between a cruel opprefEng king, and his 
opprefTed difloyal fubjeds; and he walks be-. 
tween an unjuft judge and a prejudiced jury. 
He walks, and he Works much mifchief between 
a greedy advocate and the contentious revenge- 
ful client. And he walks, and he raifes a dou- 
ble difcontent between a flock- fleecing prieft 
and a facrilegious wicked people ; a people that 
rob God^ and fo fatan comes between the ex- 
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change and the ftorehoufe, between the barn 
and the market, yea and between the thief and 
' the receiver, between the adulterer and his har- 
lot, between the ambitious and his intelligencer. 
Yea, fatan will not let the poor cobler pafs him; 
fo he Cometh betwixt the inens and the awl. 

And now all this is to (hew you; fee and judge 
for yourfelf, that the devil he is an unwearied 
walker. 

Well now, it is tir-e for you to ^hink, where 
can you hide or beftow yourfelf, that the dpvil 
cannot walk to you or find you out. Art thou 
locked in thy private chamber ? Satan he can 
find thee there, though upon thy knees and con- 
verfant with the only true and living God, by 
the moft devout exercife of a living faith in fer- 
vent prayer, yet there he will find thee, as he 
did firft Eve and then Adam in Paradife ; vea, 
and he found our Lord Jefus Chrift thus in the 
wildernefs. So if thou art a melancholy man,. 
''. you love to be fequeftered from all fociety ; youc 
[ would like to live in a cave and fo a hermetic d 
^ life : but let the folitary man know that this is 
not good for all, though it may for fome men to 
, be alone ; for if your companions are good, then 
[ it is good to have company, but not elfc ; for it 
: I is better to make a buftle with one devil in your 
chamber, than with many devils^ and with rio- 
tous companions in a playhoufe, a place o£ 
. F ^mvcv'^. 
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gaming, or a tavern. So if thy lot is call to 
livc in the king's court, the devil he walks there 
too ; and he doth aiuch work in king's houfes. 
There he fuited Pharaoh with forcerers ;: there 
he fuited Ahab with hundreds of lying preach- 
ers, and Solomon with concubines ; he furnifhed 
the palace of Belfliazzar with cups and drun- 
kenncfs. He walketh into the palace of Rebo- 
b(^am, and he furnifhed him with a large num- 
ber of flatterers^ And by thefe you may gueTs, 
what work the devil is doing in king's palaces 
of our day. It demandeth much ferious reflec- 
tion ; for this walking, rambling devil he is no 
ftranger in the palaces or houfes of the kings of 
England : for by flatterers he worketh innume- 
rable mifchiefs, and by this he has involved our 
land into the prefent troubles of an unnatural 
war. But I pray God the Almighty, to help, 
fave, 2nd deliver his people. 

So then dofl thou think to outwalk him by 
your travelling and going into the houfe of the 
Lord ? ihither he dares to come. He maketh 
this in his travels alfo. And there be perverts 
the eyes with fine paintings, large fafhionable 
heads, with large full -trimmed gallery wigs 
placed on the heads of the daughters of Venus. 
So he catcheth the eye with thefe (hews of mon- 
ilrous dreiTes and changes of faihions. 

Again, 
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^ Agatn, he walketh into the feats, and he 
draws the attention, and he flifles the hearers 
with will-pleafmg but unfcriptural founds of mu- 
fical inftruments. And fo with this, while the 
word is preaching, fatan removes the thoughts 
from a receiving of the word with reverence, and 
in the truth ; and becaufe he would have thee for- 
getful, he fills thy heart with vain fincies. And as 
the confcquence of overmuch earing and drink- 
ing, fo now he overcomes the fenfes with dulnefs 
Uid fleep. And fohe hath robbed you of the good 
ufe of the preached word ; and he walketh on to do 
more work of the fame nature. For dulnefs and 
fleeping in the houfe of God, it is a malignant, 
catching, foul-robbing, deadly difeafe. And well 
did our bleffcd Jefus teach us, faying, ** Take 
heed how you hear;" and alfo, " Watch and 
pray, left you fall into temptation." And I tell 
you, wherefoever, whenfoever, orhowfoever, in 
this world, thou art bufied or employed, there 
f^tan will walk and come to thee with his nu- 
merous fnares and baits of temptations \ and 
perhaps you may think fo, and fay fo, when we 
have tracked him in his various walks a little 
further. 

So on he goes. He is like a racketing, noify 
waterman ; he looketh one way, while he gopth 
another. So on he goes. And he is like a 
. Rofcmary-lanc barker, as he waits Yvt \qoV^'Ocv 
; E 2. w 
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out for paflTengers ; he gently layeth his defraud- 
ing hand on their /houlder, whi!e he trips at 
your heels wjth his eyes fixt on your pockets. 
So he finiles in your face with faying, I can fuit 
you with any forts of cloaths, gentlemen. So 
in turns the deceived paiTenger, and then fol* 
lows the deceiving baikcr. And there goes the 
devil ; and as he goes, he turneth into a large 
&op ; and there is a great aflbrtment of goods 
for fale, to pleafe all fo; ts of cuftomcrs. So fi- 
tan teachcth the n.mble (hop -keeper, how he 
iliall deceive and defraud the judgment of (be 
buyer, while he ftts oir his worfl goods to thie 
beft advantage; when he thus interrupts hiscuA 
tonier with a What elfe is your will ? and with 
What next fliall I ferve you now. Sir ? So the 
devil he is like this nimble (hop-keeper; for:he 
hath all forts of goods to pleafe, and fo to de- 
ceive all forts of men while they arc his cuftom- 
crs. So then he hath a wedge of gold to pleafe 
the eye, and a Babylonifti garment to deceivt 
mc heart of Achan. And he hath unrighteow 
gain to i^leafe the eye, and vain hope of a lord- 
fliip to .deceive the heart of Balaam. Alfo he 
hath a fliip ready to carry Jonah, and a lye readj 
to put into the mouth of Gehazi. And he hath 
the filver ready to pleafe the eye and deceive the 
heart, and the rope alfo to hang Judas. 

Aud 
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AtiJ though it groweth dark night, ytt fatan 
can fee like the owl in the night. So he doth 
mu:h work in the dark. And a booty (lands 
yonder ready for a watchful thief. And now 
fee you there, for at the corner of the next flreet 
ftands a painted daughter of Jezebel, a dirty 
proflitute, and truly (he is a deep ditch for a. 
tradefman to fall into : alfo (he is a foul, de- 
ftruftive fnare, to catch a thoughtlefs, wanton 
apprentice-boy. Yet fatan walketh on; and he 
turns into the tavern, and there he finds his 
l6yal. friends the prieft and the parl(h-oificcrs, 
impatiently they are wailing for him, becaufe 
he is the mafter of this their meeting and feafl:. 
So he tcacheth them how to lay their aflefTments. 
to opprcfs the houfekeepers, though, Judas- like, 
under pretence the priclt faith, we muft feed the 
poor, and all the reft do conftmt. This is g(jod 
doArine for feeding his their prime caufe for 
their now meeting. And fatan having made 
work for their whole parifli, he bids them wel- 
come to fpend this night in furfeiting and druA'-- 
kennefs. 

But he now muft be wa king on. So then 
he fteps into a drinking- houftr, and rh re he 
finds his bucks and blaJes ; and o^ them he 
muft make fome fport and work for h 11. lie 
perfuadcth fome that the company may have a. 
^txicc^ tbo' it were but on one ^aid q( ^q\xyv^% 

F 3 ?i^ 
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to the catgut Tqueaks^ and at it they gOi. No\^^'< 
then by the overftrength of drink he trips Hp» - 
fome, and down fall others. And this kindles 
a bloody, terrible quarrel. And this cauArth mere >.; 
fportforhel!^ and ntakes moreworktbrthedeviL ' 
So now the poorold feeble watchmen, With their "^^ 
staves and their lanthorns, they arc called in to. >^^ 
try their (kill in breaking heads. So then up. 
rife the ihe-monfters, the daughters of thi» 
night ; they feize the old men by the hair, claw 
their faces, fcratch their eyes, and wring their 
nofesa while the poor old watchmen qry out 
for more help. So this is a bloody fray indeed^ 
But as there Is charge for charge, and it is nighty 
lb then they muA all go to. the watch* houfe ton , 
gether, aad this bnngs on law-Aiits. Sa 
then the devil has doae this,^ and away be, 

walks. 

It is written, that they that do get drunk and. 
fteal, they chufe to do. mpft of this work in the. 
night. Aad alfo, thouj^h the adulterer he watch-^ 
eth for the twilight, that is, he looketh out for 
darknefs 5 and in God's time, though it is to his. 
woe, it comes ; and. thoug;h it is to his wound* 
inir* becaufe he lovts.and feeks darknefs, fo.he.. 
(hall furely have it. And 1 have faid, that this, 
uisclean fpirit he works and he walks, in the 
niiiht; and we muft keep on, elfe this rambling 
devil he will' gutwalk us ^ and we muft keep the 

y^htt 
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Kgbfe of Qod's ^pr4 to walk by^ that wt may - 
txdck fatan, and waJk m ttw: truth. 

So tben look out, yonder be goes,, arid eagerly. 
he drives into the play-houre, for b^ is the chief 
managcr.of all dut is .there, for he is the great- 
eft mimic on th^ ftage, while he gains the wil),.. 
and faftcna the.hearc with a full confcnt of the 
auditory, thai he may as much as be (hall pleafe, 
wkh lyes and flatteries,, and fiiapes and ihows,. 
dcoeive them y yea, though it fiiall end in their . 
grtafeeft lofs. S0 then here fatan iindeth a large 
houie thronged and crowded, yes., . over-filled 
with a mixt OMiltitude of fome of all forts, of- 
ufelefsy thoughtkb, gracelefs, and fin-hardened,, 
God* mocking, beaven-daring finners. Thefe 
indeed they are vefiels of wrath, and. they are 
now come together, as unto a corrupt fountain. 
So here they corrupt themfeVes and. one ano^ 
ther, until they arc filled with fin« And fo they. 
2ft appoinited unto \^atb 4gainft tbie day of 
Qod'4 wrath*. But now the hes^rt- charming,, 
flefh-pleafing play of the night, it is; thp Samfon. 
of the day ;. a (eryant of the. true God, he by 
pretended fricnos i^ betrayed into the hands of 
mocking cruel enemies. See how noble is the 
fight for the greateft nobles of a kingdom I they 
will not fcorn with their eyes ro behold again 
aod again. So poor Samfon, he is bound ancf 
brought Uj^oix the ftage^^ to mak^ fport for the • 
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wicked, to fwell the hearts of the childretief 
pride. And at a fi^ht of this man, O w4iflt a 
fhout of foul-harrowing, truth-defaming blaf-. 
phemies from fatan, they pafs through the hAiktt 
and mouths of thefe wilful enVious Philiftihet 
of our land, while they cry out. Where is thy 
God ? So they turn the glory of God into cor- 
ruptible things ; they turn the word of God 
upfide-down ; and fo thefe playhoufe fools they 
live without God in this worlds and in their 
hearts by their praftices they fay, that is, they 
preach to ihemfelves and others,, that there is no. 
God. This is the doSrine of devils. For this 
leads men to hell by crowds, as it were, crawl-< 
ing over the heads of each other. And becaufe 
fatan he has made fure of them, fo on he goes. 

So then with letcherous gallantry and'cour-. 
teous gaiety he walks on, and he turns into that, 
which is called the Grand Mafquerade. Here 
he finds a true landfcape of the gloomy and 
black regions of death and hell. Here he finds, 
men prompting each other by felf- deformed,, 
transformed, direful (hapes and heinous gef- 
tures. So therewith they flrive wilfully and 
fportivtly, they go on to provoke God the Lord.i 
So he leaves them to fatan, who prcfently hard- 
ens their hearts, and fmites them with bllhdnefs 
of underftandmg. For they cannot fee, ah"4' 
they do not defire to know, how dicfc their 
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night- pleafurea can be fin ordifpleafing to God, 
althfluigh every figure here, for to pleafe himfelf, 
he doth caft off a fomething of that once truly 
good fhape of man, as it was firfi given him of 
God. But now man here he makes of himfelf, 
by the help of the devil, he is a fpedlacle, a (how 
of horror, he looks to be a fit companion for de- 
vils, the reproach of mankind, and an awful 
contemner or defpifer of God. 

And therefore, be it known unto you, and all 
the mimics of magic, the eye of God is on you, 
though your work is in the night ; for all thcfe 
things God will bring you into judgment. May 
I here put the queftion ? nay, afk yourfelves, O 
thou (hamelefs, faithlefs, (hapelefs finner, which 
of thefe ill (hapes for yourfelves could you chufe 
or Wifli for God to appoint this deformed and 
that felf- tormenting (hape to be yours, as a ha- 
bitation for your banifhed foul darkly to flrug- 
gle in, in the deeps of hopelefs, helplefs, eafelefs 
mifery, where the worm dieth not, and that fire 
never goeth out. But O me, why (hould I fiand 
fo long with you parly ing on a fubje£l to you 
fo doubtful, dreadful, and doleful r And I think 
your brow tells me, you are weary of this, you 
defire not fo much of it. liut fee you, for all 
your nimble- footed dancing, ill (hape creatures, 
though you are footing it to hell, yet fee how 
this walking, foul- hunting devil, he kee^^s on at 
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the head of alt of you ; and though the very 
cloaths of all the afTembly they are filled with 
the fcent of fin, an attrading pleafure, whereby 
he poifoneth the minds of men, by a hellifh. in« 
vention of mingling folly and impiety together, 
and by mixing youth and old age wantonly with 
each other. 

So having led them on In this broad road lo 
death, and finding them as willing to m^ke hafte 
to their oWn place, now fatan hath done for 
them, and he wants more work. So he coolly 
withdraws from them for a feafon, and on he- 
walks. And it being morning before day, fo hs 
Cometh down to the fi(h-market, and there he- 
finds a fet of proud, gold-gathering, double- 
dealing merchants. And thefe are furrounded 
with crowds of ragged, fome toothlefs, and' 
fome one ey'd worn out proftitutes. And fatan 
having made them like himielf, hardened to re-* 
ceive their fate of rambling flavery and poverty. 
So thefe prattling dealers they walk this their 
change, loudly praiiing the devil, and owning 
him their lord ; for he is firft and laft in theic 
mouth, and with his name they bind their bar- 
gains ; while all this their change is as it wer9 
founding one God-provoking chime of oaths,. 
curfes, and dreadful denunciations. So that 
we may fay. Surely this is a gate of the very 
n)outh of hell. 
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Well now, do you believe that there is a 
ftreet ftrolling, rambling devil ? or will you yet 
forfwear yourfelf, by denying what your god' 
fathers and your godmothers did fwear for you, 
what you (hould do, that is, that you fhould re- 
nounce the devit, and his fafhions, and his play- 
houfes ? But if you will not believe that there is a 
devil, how can you deny to do his work? But 
I muft go on ; and you may be fure on it, that 
the devil who works in the night, he will alfo 
walk and work in the day ; yes, the devil is like 
a rope-maker, for he works while he walks; and 
as he walks through the ftreets, by his track fee 
him, there he goes. He turns into a baker's 
fliop, and there he throws a falfe weight. He 
walks a little further, and there he is kindly re- 
ceived by the draper, and as kind by the mercer. 
Satan returns the compliment, by furnifhing 
them with a fhort meafure. 

So on he- goes. He turns into the hofier*s 
(hop. The man meets him gladly. So becaufe 
he is greedy of gain, fatan puts a lye in his 
mouth, teaching him how to fell a bad com- 
modity, and with a (hop-keeper's modefty to 
fay, that Ijb a good one, and I fell it you under 
prime coft. So on he goes, and he turns into 
the (hop of a pawnbroker. He teacheth the 
wicked broker, how to diftjrefs the wicked, help- 
lefs poor^ by receiving of his property, and for 
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lending him five ihillings he will gain twe; 
by, the denying and wickedly keeping the piei 
er's property. So the pawnbroker gets the p 
man's goods, and fatan gets the warm affedii 
of the broker. And I have feen it, that fatan \ 
often furni(h fuch a wicked poor man wit 
wicked forfworn pawnbroker ; a covetous m 
chant, with an ill-gotten mortgage; a pn 
courtier, with a monopoly, or an allowaj 
granted him by the king. 

But now fatan adds motion to his will, j 
as quick as lightning there he goes. So 
walketh into the market-place. And now h 
is enough men ready to receive him with o] 
arms. And among thefe he finds a brood 
God- provoking, heaven-daring, truth-deny 
fmners, who becaufe they cheat the fanner i 
opprefs the poor and needy, therefore thefe n 
be truly called, as Ezek. xvi. 49. " The cl 
dren of Sodom," though they call themfel 
by their polifhed names of falefmen and fa 
women, or jobbers. To them the devil is con 
and they being ready to learn how to gain all 
they give hted to this their travelling mafter. 
he teacheth them a leflbn in that crying fin of 1 
dcm, the An of forefialling, Ezek. xvi. 49. 
they deny the goodnefs of God, they deceive 
hufbandman^ and they grind the face of 

7/ ^ 
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So 'Indeed, thefe are witty knowing fchblars. 
Thtj can boaft df this their college or hall. 
And this is their learning ; fatan is their teacher 
ior fchool-mafter j and for tliis he receiveth much 
aipplaufe from this wicked brood. 

But ftill he muft keep jogging on. And be- 
hold him^-foras he goes he walketh into the 
'bfaange. And as he is the lord of lyes, and a 
compleat' faAor for merchants ; fo he is one of 
the moft welcome walkers here ; for he works 
ill on both fides with the buyer and with the 
feller, for they are all at work for the treafure 
or riches of this world. But fatan keeps walk- 
ing, iand he throws his golden baits to catch 
their fouls. 

And having fo done, on he walks ; and foon 
he raifeth a contentious ftorm among the inha- 
bitants of the town. And you are to know the 
caufe ; fo it is an ele£lion for a member of par- 
liament ; for at fuch a time as this, this unclean 
fpirit he fheweth his malice and ftrength, by a 
pofleffion in the hearts of wicked and evil-mind- 
ed men, *whom he caufeth to ad in a fpirit of 
madnefs. And as Efau, running about to feek 
venifon, till they lofe their bleffing ; and being 
difappointed, fo they fell their birth-right for a 
mefs of red pottage. And thefe are fatan's gol- 
den tunes* 

G But 
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But yet be muft. keep walking^ qxf. , So he 
turneih into the town-hall ; and lit jb^ing (effipns- 
tinoe, and without being pnce afkvd, VlThence 
Cometh thou ? in h^ walketh; a^^ as fQOf> ^.he 
is in <he woiketh, and being a fudger of mifcliicf 
and the grand a^r of bribery, fo now he looketh 
out; and Toon he findeth a corrupt judge and * 
prejudiced jury. But now the jury they are 
mincing and contending fully, they hay^ not - 
agreed in their budget, fo they will net clear the 
innocent, though they cannot give in their ver- 
dift againft the poor nnan at the bar. And be* 
caufe there is want ot evidence ; (o (stun looks 
about, and pops in with a counterfeit feal, 
and two Gorged witnefles, and therewith be coin- 
pleats his work. 

And now he (boulders it on ; for he has a 
mind to clioib up into the pulpit. It matters 
not whether in a canonical robe, or a U«ck 
coat; and though his preaching is from that 
fcripture, <^ Let us eat and drink, for to-morrow 
we die ;'* yet with refledions he turns his tone 
for fe£ls and fchifms, creeds and divifiooa. It 
is this is all his fubje<^, though indeed he is' the 
caufe of all contentions among churches, and 
he is the author of all diviTions fiom the truth. 

■ ■ 

And now by this we may fee» that iat^n is an 
univerfal walker, as in Clark's Book of Exam- 
ples, chap. 28. and page j8o. I have read that 

account 
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account of a wicked, rambling, houfe-haunting 
and ftreet-ftrolling devil; for as he walks, he 
comes and he takes up his dwelling in the houfe 
of a truly good man of God, one Mr. Perreand, 
a minifter of the reformed gofpel, to whom this 
devil did at the laft confefs, tliat though he had 
tried many ways, yet faith in God fo fupported 
thia family, that he could not prevail againft 
them. And becaufe this good family, they did 
call upon the name and help of God too much 
for him, and therefore this invifible devil he 
would often fpeak to them, and itpeat it to them, 
faying. Well, whilft you are at your prayers, 1*11 
go, I will take a turn into the ftreet: And feerc- 
ingly he would do fo. * Therefore we may con- 
dude, that this was fuch a devil as our text 
doth defcribe, a walking, foul-feeking, mifchief* 
making devrl, feeking where he might work 
man's ruin in fin-breeding and raifing conten- 
tions in churches or families. It is for this un- 
weariediy and univerfally he walks, for where 
can a believer walk, ahd not behold the prints 
of the dividing feet of this devil ? Yea, \\*e may 
fee thc.-n as clear as if his fobtfteps were let in 
fnpw,'or like as Daniel, beholding in the afhes 
the prints of the footfteps of Bell's priefts, and 
crieth out, Whofe footfteps are thefe? And 
now the king fees for himfelf, and anfwei's Da- 
niel, 0,'lfee the priefts fbei. havewbeeh here« 

G- a. "^w 



[ 76 ] 
Now alio we iT^ay.Iookop all thcfe dirty .walks, or 
crooked paths,, and^diicern the;.[^lQf;sof the di- 
viding foot offa^t^ An(j,.as.(he Uitg^ weioay 
hear ^nfwer all, thofe that love God and;fiiy to 

thcm« O I fee th^t the devil he has be^n here^ For 

■ . ■ .'*,'■ 

fonie m^ that have travelled into Petfia* and have 
f(en whole citie^ almoft without people, and 
their temples demolifhed, their forts battered and 
broken down, and their fields left untill'd ; thefe 
tell us, that by this they do know that the ene* 
my hath been there, . > 

So now let us look nearer home, and we may 
fee how crookedly the devil walks in our land ; 
for by certain marks we may find, that our gen- 
tlemen lawyers they have become truth-defraud- 
ers. So they have anatomized the body of the 
lufly laws of our land. So then by a flight view of 
this (keleton, we may fay, O I fee the devil he has 
been there. And again, our citizens they are turned 
ufurers ; and while they are boafling of a corpo- 
ration-freedom, they are undermining the free- 
dom of poor men's enjoying the good ufe of 
their daily labours. So to fuch citizens I would 
fay, O I fee that the devil he has Wj&Iked in 
among you. 

Again, we find that landlords they, are 
much given to covetous oppreffionsj for if a^ 
man has dwelt for twenty years, and paid his 

rent for a houfe or land,, yet if, through age or 

poverty^ 
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poverty^ he falls or falls fliortof one half' year,, 
then his goods muft befeized,. the man and his 
old wife caft out of doors. Now becaufe every 
landlord receives his pofleffion of God, therefore 
let him know, that by his adding oppreffion to 
the afBidied, to fuch a landlord, with propriety 
we may fay. By this I fee,, Q. the devil he hath 
walked into you. 

Again, our placemen, they are much given to 
cxcefs in public pleafure, and fometimes in ri- 
ots. And becaufe of eafe, their countenance is 
filled with wantonnefs. So by all thefc marks, 
they that can fee any thing, they can fee that 
thcfe placemen they are fatan's walks, and there- 
fore they are conft rained to fay. Surely the de- 
vil he hath been here. Now then let this have a 
twofold ufe on us, as firft, to feek God with an 
humble, believing, penitent heart; for by this 
We ihall keep far enough from the unclean fpl- 
fit's walks. And then, though he walks many 
times from hell, fceking with many fnares to 
overcome you, yet the power of God, by this 
means^ it (hall difcomfort him, and fend him. 
back' at aU times to hell without his prey, that 
is, without you. 

Secondly, Remember for yourfelves, that this 
teacheth us to know the devil is a bufy fpirir,^ 
and therefore we muft not be carelfefs or iJle, foe 
God he huth not called us to fit ftill i therefope 

G3 Ni 
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if wc are called of God by r his. grace; wb mtift 
often walk by faith in prayer ai)d leaning upon 
Chrift, and fo to fe^k that Wje may ki¥)W more of 
God, and love his Son j for this we muft wait 
at the throne of grace,, and the Holy Ghoft (hall 
guide your feet. So God will keep you in the 
good old way to eternal life. Amen. 

But while I am thus directing you, fpme may 
be ready to afk. What is gone with the devil i 
To thefe I anfwer. He is working, and /he is 
walking, I'll warrant you ; and becauie that he 
knows that to undo men, and ruin all this worlds 
he hath but a (hort time, therefore he walks. And 
if you defire to find him, look out and mark the 
fteps of his dividing feet. Now then where fhould 
we expeft to find him i or how thinkeft thou ? 
what have we now loft fight of him ? Well, well, 
has he given us the flip, or is he quite gone ofF? 
O no, my friends, lift up your heads, open your 
cycs^ unftop your ears 5 for though, with an in* 
tent to deceive, fatan hath changed- his drcfs^ 
yet he cannot change his nature ; therefore be* 
hold him, for yonder reverently and gravely on 
he goes, and at the head of a crowd of truly 
ungodly, flefli-feeding, fruitlefs, fpiritual mer- 
chants or lords fpiritual. And becaufe the bu- 
finefs now in hand it is a religious caufe of a 
high nature, fo then with them fatan he is ga ■; 
thered among them^ and feated in convocation. 

And 
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And now becaufe this walking devil^ when he Is 
among men he would give place to none ; fo 
then* proudly he pleads this his old title, that 
is to fay, on all the earth he was, he is, and he 
ever will be, the firft among the lords fpi ritual. 
So then to open the houfe with a lofty, Ic^rdable, 
uncoiitroulable oration, up he gets, and he tells 
this great aflembly, that for their own worldly 
advantage and glorious titles, to him they muft 
be ufeful, refpeftful, fruitful inftruments ; and 
fo at all times, and in all places, diligently to 
do his work; for that now he has with him 
brought to lay before them in confultation, an 
old renewed truth-defacing, will-pleaflng, new 
article of religion ; and the do6trines on this ar- 
ticle they are to (hew wherein it is coniiiient 
with our prefent articles and religion, and fo to 
prove, by the letter of ihe fcripcure, that we 
have power, andmayufeit, to whip, ftrip, burn, 
or cut the throats of men, women, or young 
children, and (hen pray for their fpirituai help 
or good of their fouls. And fo fatan concludes, 
t let us do this, that we miy fulfil the word of 
i God, .** Pray for youi enemies," Luke vi. 28. 
' So then while they debate it, fatan havmg left 
thtm much v*'ork to -^o, and ofF he goes. 

So then rhis Icdus inc to p mfat him at this 
time but once more, an J as ihc fiiiger of God 
points him out to me [Eft. iii. 9, 13. J 
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So here on again he walks ; and with the lof-^ 
tieft looksy and glaixring his pieicing eyes with, 
direful difdaia to all mankind. Sp^ being a 
prince, he is robed, and with an aiir threateiHngt. 
uncontroulable authority, fo he turneth into the . 
great council- chamber of the kingdom; and be^ 
ing feated there, he now receivetfa his afuaT falu- 
tations, that is to fa^, that in the Aature of one ot- 
jnore of his names^ we'I known to theoy who love 
not the truth. Yea, and of all thefe nobles who. 
know not God. So to thefe lords fpiritual andL 
lords temporal here he is bid heartily to them wcl^ 
come. But let us remember, for though fataii 
fits upon a king's thronej yet this devil he caift 
never reft nor be ftill, he muft be doing work, 
though it is mifchief ; the devil will be doing 
bufinefs now. The caufe in debate with the 
great counfel it is a caufe againft, 

Firft, The only true and living God. And^ 
Secondly, It fs againft the circumcifed in 
heart, the only true people of God. And,; 

Thirdly, It was held and debated againft the 
influence and evidence of the good Spirit of 
God^ the which is the true guide of aU gooi 
people, for them to know, love and. follow -tte 
only true religion of God. 

So then here fatan ftruggles to advai)ce hfs: 
glory in the nature of this his own name, the 
old red dragon ; and with tyranny and unceafon- 

able 



I 8x ] 

^J^^ ^t\die oveic il^ei vricked rulers of this God-prp- 
Nc^xtv^vioiVA globed and honoured, here he Gtsznd 
his praifes arc fet forth from the mouth of the firft 
minifter of ftate, and from him lordly and loud- 
ly breaketh forth this his devilim, cruel, wick- 
ed, bloodj delign. It is thus, ver. 9* " If it 
pleafe the king (ver. 13.) to root out, to kill 
and to deftroy all thefe Jews, or holy people of 
the true God, both young and old, children and 
women, and to make a fpoil of their goods as a 
prey," ver. 9. " I will pay ten thoufand talents 
of filver into the king's treafury." So the king 
in council, for the love he hath to this people's 
lives, lands and money, he is brought to confent 
to the bill. So this bloody maflacre it is figned, 
and fo this rambling devil he thinks he has now 
gained his large purpofe of provoking God, and 
wafting mankind from off the face of the earth. 
Therefore, big with expectation to do more mif- 
chief, ofF he goes. 

And therefore, I fay, let us be walking hea- 
venwards, and let us be working that which is 
good ; and fo ftrive to awaken others to fee their 
danger of lofing their fouls, while they live idling 
in their fins. But while we are working for 
God, we muft keep walking on ; for we muft 
not ftop to take counfel of the ungodly, nor to 
be too bufy with the wifdom of this world, be- 
caufe the wife men of this world they are ene- 

mies. 
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vs\\t^^ ^wi fo l\\ey aic at war with God. 

"^xAvt ^te too many th:;t are negroes and /lavci 

this world, for what they call love and go< 

will to the ile(b ; yet the Son of God tells the 

«« the flefh fhall prorit them nothing,*' Jc 

VI. 63. 

So then their life it is a day of idlenefs, beca 
thefe men they wor'< not the work of God, j 
they are idle and lazy, who do not feek the i 
vation of their foul. Therefore let none for 
that this devil, your enemy, he walks in and 
at all times, he wai:^ :ill means to catch the ' 
dy and foul of unihin>.;ng men; yes, and he fc 
his tares in the field of our hearts, whild we 
fleeping in the lap of nature's delilah ; but wl 
the mighty God awakej>eth us by his Spirit, tl 
there is a cutting- up and a plucking-up of tl 
tares, left they (hould groWhigh and Ipread, 1 
choak the 20bd feed of the kinu^dom, and fo b 
rfer the growth of grace. But to prevent tl 
tlie heart niuft Be awakened, and fo go to a r 
work^ that is, to, a believing in the Son of G 
Johii vi. agi^ The ears muft be awakened, i 
love to hear the joyful found of the preaci 
gofpel. Sa faith comes by hearing ; and 
eyes nuift be awakenecj to a new fight, K 
in. z8. to fee man's natural wretchednefs, ; 
to behold the Father's love in the gift of 
Son> *^ the L^mb of God that taketh away 
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xtt o? t\ve wor\d^'* John i. 29. So the hands 
tcvuVV vniks, and glorify God by honeff endea^ 
NOMT%) \o Ihew your lov^, and to help the peo- 
ple and caufe of God. So the feet alfo, they 
mutt awake to a new walking, from the houfe 
of mirth and the way of 'the wicked, Ecclef. 
vti. 4. to the houfe of prayer, and to Walk in 
the way of God. 

So if God by his voice, his Chrift, hath called 
you, as he faith to Elijah . i Kings xix. 7. ^^ Up 
and eat, for thou haft a great journey ;*' fo fay £ 
unto jrou, ye unwearied heirs of God, awake 
up, and eat, eat of that bread of God, of that fielh 
of Chrift, O eat, and your fouls ihall live; John 
vi« 51. for thou haft to go a great and long jour- 
ney, for without doubt chriftianity it is a great, 
long journey, and all they that do righdy con- 
fider the narrow way and great diftance betwixt 
mortality and immortality, corruptibn and glo- 
ry, thefe muft needs conclude it is fo. And 
with them 1 do fay, it is now high time for us 
to be walking. And becaufe our life in time is 
fliort, and this leflbn, to walk #ilh God, k is 
not foon learnt, and as we cannot begin this 
journey too foon ; fo alas, we have fat too long 
in our fins, we have flept and fliimbered loo long 
in nature's darknefs : But ^ow the Sun of righ- 
teoufnefs is rifen, and God's great light fliineth 

made 
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oMt o^ r^ture's ^arknefs, therefore if Goc 
made you williog in this the day of his po 
to you I fay. Come come, for it is full tim 
me* and you that we were travelling on ; t! 
fore, while it is day, we muft go on for 
ven, or otherwife, a walking devil he will c 
us, and fo he fliall condemn us and all flo 
men* So if you will ftop (or flack your v 
fare you well. But as for me, I muft keef 
ing on, and fo to fhew you, my readers. 

Secondly, His Trial THROUGH D 
PLACES. And, 

Firft, It feems'clear to me, that this unc 
fpirit, he is as one that taketh his deligh 
ftrolling about the low countries, and in 
fwampy grounds. And as thefe are the u 
places to houfe and feed wolves, bears, dogs 
fwine : fo doth this devil range and delight I: 
felf in thq hearts of apoftatizing wolves, fo 
vomits his malice into them. So he chanj 
man's nature, as he did the heart of Nebucl 
nezzar from the heart of a man to the heart 
beaft, Dan iv. 30. And equal to this, f; 
hath pleafure in this fenny ground, a m 
heart, whofe nature is like that of a bear, j 
it is faid, that this creature that he is fo fooli 
fond of eating honey, that he will fooner lofi 
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life than he will be kept back from eating honey. 
A fit emblem of a fooliifa» wilful, wicked man. 
For I have feen many that will deftroy them- 
felres, and would rather die, than lofe the plea-^ 
fures' of their own folly; yeal, though God 
ihould fend them to hell, they will have their 
own fweet fins. For as the fweetnefs of the 
lK>ney bringeth death to the bear, fo doth the 
delights of fin bring death to the body and foul 
of wilful Chriftlefs men. So then wc obferve, 
that this devil he will not mifs, in thefe fwampy 
grounds he feeks his prey, and here he finds 
dogs, fuch as the prophet fpcaketh of, Ifa. Ivi. 
10, II. faying, " Thefe watchmen they are all 
blind— they are all dumb dogs— thefe greedy 
dogs can never have enough." 

So then by this we fee, that blind and care- 
lefs minifters they are generally loaded with 
earthly honours, livings, and worldly plcafures. 
But thefe men, in the houfe of the Lord, they 
■ are a fet of ufelefs preachers, and are as dumb 
dogs to a faithful fhepherd. For >vhile the 
thieves are dealing, and wolves are worrying 
and devouring the fheep, thefe men are filent ; 
bccaufe they have got the fleece, they regard 
not the good of the flock. So thefe men they 
are fenny and fwampy grounds for fatan to wal- 
hw in with profit, and no fmall pleafure ; but 
through thefe fwampy grounds on he gpeth^ to 

H fc€t 
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ftarss yet he mufl leave them, becaufe God the 
Lord hath caft him down. So he falls from this 
his exaltation. And therefore it is that the 
Blefled do fay. Rev. xii.'i2. ** Woe to the in- 
habitants of the earth, and of the fea ; for the 
devil is come down unto you, which hath great 
wrath." And now fee him darting as lightning 
from heaven. He drives into the fea to feek reft, 
and here he finds a royal navy, and fleets of 
war, like (hips. Thcife are the inhabitants of 
the fea. And above all others they ought to be 
godly people, or dry places ; for the royal pro-» 
phet faith, Pf. cvii. 23, 24. ** They that go down 
to the fea in fliips, and they that occupy by the 
great waters, they fee the works of the Lcrd, 
and his wonders in the deep." But here fatan 
finds them fine, painted, floating caft les ; theie 
ate marvellous, wonderful machines, filled with 
:ill kinds of men, in whom dwelleth all forts of 
\vickednefs. And fo though fhips, they bear A 
likenefs to hell, they cannot reft. And becaufe, 
for the general, thefe the inhabitants of the fea,- 
they are fin-hardened, daringly wicked, fwilling 
drunkards and tempters ot the devil, becaufe 
thsy make a fport of fin, Pfalm cvii. 17. 

Truly thefe are foggy floughs of unclean nefs, 
and fatan pays them vifits in his feafonable re- 
turns. Here it is lamentably feen, that fatan» 
bv the ufc of the vintner's cup and India liquor. 
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fwampy grounds ; for in them he hath obtained, 
and there he holds a lordly refidence. And bc- 
caufe abflair.ous moderation, and a temperate 
fatisfaftion in the ufs of all God's creatures for 
the fupplies of nature, this is too dry a ground 
for a long ftay of fo hot a fpirit as the fire of 
hell, it hath made fatan to be. But if he hopes 
to find a place of reft in godly moderation and 
chriftian temperance, hcic he is difappointcd, 
becaufc godly moilcriition and chriftian tempe- 
rjtnce, thefe are delightful, fiuicf'jl, blcRed, dry 
places 5 and in them fatan lie cannot find where- 
with to quench hi:> H^mi.'ig, malicious thirft, 
and therefore he increafes hi^ trouble, bccai'ifc in 
feeking he feeks where he caniiot fiiid icft, ar.d 
this forceth him to b;trc a hcli about vviih liin:, 
out of which he c:ln never come. And there- 
■fore this difcontenttd devil he ragctli, he walks, 
he feeks about, if he may find a new h.iibiuiiioi], 
or an eafy lodging. 

So on he gi>cs among and through dry placeb, 
for in his etteem every place, but in a man's 
heart, it makes him reftlels and uncafy ; for all 
things elfe they are irkfome and unplcalant, and 
as a wild, barren, fearful wilderncfs. 

Now then fatan may be likened to a man who 
hath long lived in a fruitful valley, that abound- 
eth daily wiih delightful fruits and all neceflary 
comforts, as the ground ftanding thick with. 

K % s^^ 
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earth, h^ fecks to find reft. But O, behold^ 
how the curfe and maIedi<5lion of God the Lord 
purfueth him with a twofold reftlefs ftate. 

Firft, Pai&vely as the unappeafed anger of Air 
mighty God » in juftice^ perfecutes fatan^ and 
denies him reft. So, 

Secondly, AtS^ively, he gives himfelf no reflj 
in tempting, deceiving and tormenting mani 
for God, in juftice, perfecutes fatan,. and fatan^ 
in malice, unjuftly he perfecutes^ poor, helpleii,. 
fallen man. And thus, through an enforced and 
a wilful motion^ he feeks reft but he finds nonci 
therefore the devil's malice to mankind it is- fo 
great, that he cannot reft without he worb 
man's ruin ; and therefore as a cruel lion he 
feeks whom he may devour. And thus he began 
with our firft parents, and will not end, but 
with the end of the world ; nor till he bath 
tempted, or at leaft attempted, the laft man that 
ever their nature or generation fhall produce. . 

Now God's word maketh it clear, what is to 
be hereon noticed, that is to fay, that the angeli 
ftnning were never reftorcd ; and becaufe tbcy 
offended wilfully without temptation, fo it waa 
merely of malice ; for they being created pun 
and excellent fpifits, therefore tUeir firft flate it 
was well appointed to them of God. But mar 
lice moved them, and pride overthrew them. 
]3ut with n::an it was not fo 3 fgr inan fs^ll from 

Ggd 
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GoA liv^liOtdv and nature's happ/ne/i, and yet 
again of God in Chrift he is redeemed; and 
becaufe God loved, thereFdre he helped man ; 
and fo God dlfpiayed a work of his nature mer- 
cy j for God knew that man fell not of malice, 
but he was feduced and drawn into fin, being 
oyercomc by the means of a ftronger creature ; 
and fo man fell, he being the weaker in nature, 
and fo the more apt to fall, and yet the more. 
eafy, and to the glory of God, to be lifted up 
again. But the devil he fell fo fully and fo 
^foully, being fole a6lor in his own f;)ult, and fo 
the fole author in his own fall, that he is never 
to be reftored. And becaufe he hath unrefted 
himfelf and difquieted all this world, fo he is 
never to obtain reft, yet he fecks it, and he ima- 
gines to himfelf a kind of reft, when he is quietly 
poflefled of a wicked man's heart ; and as a ma* 
licious man takes reft and fays, that to return 
mifchief for injuries, to him it is a pleafure, and 
alfo revenge is fweet. So it is when the devil 
hath wrought a man's final woe, and brought 
bim to the miferies of hell, to fatan this. is a 
pleafure, this is a fwamp ; it is a reft unto him, 
but his reft is man's unreft, his melody it is 
man's melancholy and increafing. mifery ; for 
his bluftering tempeft it is not laid, till he hath 
fpliC the veiTvl of a Chriftlcfs man's body, and 

fo 
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tt> drowned the helplc/i palTenger, a fdithlei 
prayerlefs, fruitlcfs foul. 

Nov\r then let the reader fte and think on i 
that the devil, in all his travels and troubles, \ 
iccks \\ he n^ay find a reding- pi ace, and To claii 
his habitation in your heaft. But I fay, th; 
whofoever lovcth and truly follows Chrift Jefi 
the Lord, this devil he (hall get no refting-pla< 
in him. And becaufe the Sun of righteoufne 
is rifen and fhiiics on him, and the warm brees 
of the holy Spirit of God hath blown and bcgi 
to dry up the moid places, the raging power ai 
love of fin, and God hath made a change in d 
fprings of nature that were in the heart, ai 
therefore it is that this devil (hall leave, and 
the laft, being hopelefs, forfake him* 

But 1 niMft not leave pomting at this uncle: 
fpiric'sreillefsandroul-feckingftate: and fofourt 
ly, becaufe he wants eafe, therefore he hunts, ai 
he expedls that if pcradventure among dry plac 
he may find reft. Now his firft and chief ai 
is, that if he can And reft and be permitted 
ftay here, he (hall corrupt and deftroy the foi 
and fo deface that valuable creature, that mc 
excellent part of man, the which is the nea: 
to the great Creator, and divine impreflion 
God's glorious image in his holy child Jefi 
Rom, viii. 29. I mean the foul of man; for il 

mai 
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-ta.^^ ^!50t fo\A \s \>ut a coming to the devil, he 
s fure the body will foon follow after. So his 
econd aim is, if he cannot reach and have hold 
aft of the fpirit, then he will try what he can 
lo or work into the flcfh ; for becaufe God hath 
nadc the heart of Job finccre and upright, and 
ib he is one of God's dry places. Now then 
Jatan cannot find pleafure or reft in Job. He 
cannot take hold of his fpirit. Therefore it is 
that he goes and fmites him in his body with 
foul ulcers or ftinking fores, and fo the body is 
made a trouble and painful trial to the foul. 
Then fatan fet? his gracelefs children to their 
jlorying in fin. They will not be bridled, they 
will have their pleafure, though it is to their 
sieath. Again, fatan works mifchief In the heart, 
;ind fcts Job's gracelefs wife to ftorm againft his 
leligious peace, by mocking at his holy God* 
iiut for all this. Job's heart is God's dry place, 
fob ii. 10. Though fatan tries him in the flefli, 
.ind at one ftroke murders ten children of this 
man of God, yet this uneafy and reftlefs fpirit 
he cannot find a dwelling-place in him, there- 
ibre at the lafl fatan is forced to own, that God 
nath made Job to be one of his own tem- 
ples or dry places. Yet this makes towards fa- 
can's hopelefs fall, when he appears before the 
throne of God the Lord, and there to accufe. 
Job i. 10. and to lament his own fruitlefs la- 

I hours. 



f 56 J 

>QOWTS» Ca^ing^ " Haft thou not made a hedge 
about him ? on every fiJe thou ha/? bleffcd,*' 
So then if God will blcfs a man, fatan ihall 
find him a dry place, he cannot reft in hiA; 
therefore he fhall leave him and begone. But O 
how he panteth and feekech, if he may find reft 
in (ottis. one dry place $ for the flames and pains 
of hell they can never be cooled, but by the lifi>. 
giving, fin-cleanfing ftream, the river of life; 
and this only is in Chrifl-, and of him given to 
fpring up unto everlafting life in the children of 
God who are dry places. 

Now then if fatan could find reft in the god- 
ly, it is to tempt us to forfake God, and ib.to 
lefTen or ftop this fpring in us, and fo to turn 
us afide from the receiving our food that feedeth 
our foul from the tree of life. And then fhould 
we be all undone. Now then you may fee why it 
is that fatan is fo defirous to find a place for himfto 
reft in us, it is that he might keep us from enter- 
ing into God's everlafting reft. Tho* this is fit- 
tan's will, yet it is not God's will, becaufe the 
blood of Chrift it will cleanfe us from all fio, it 
will drive fatan from the godly. So fat an 's will 
it (hall not be done. O let us then give thanks 
and praife to God, through Jefus Chrift we (hall 
overcome. 

But I muft go on further of this unclean fpi- 
rit's travels to feek reft in dry places. So be- 
hold 
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hold him VoiJ of fear, on he goes, and forthwirh 
he flings a flaming dart of fleflily lufts againli 
the heart of Jofeph. And now he finds that the 
Lord contradi£ls his wicked purpofe by the 
warm influence and foul-enlivening beams of 
the Sun of righteoufnefs fo fhining into the 
heart of Jofeph, and yielding to his foul aftrug- 
ling, living faith, a fin-conquering power from 
heaven ; and this bridles and reftrains the flefli, 
however weak, however willing, yet the fear of 
God it makes him fay, " How can I do this 
great wickedncfs^ and fin againft God ?" Gen. 
xxxix. 9. So of Jofeph fatan lofeth hold in 
both -fleOi and fpirit. But now fatan turns the 
hloWy and fo falls upon his fubftance, for Jo- 
feph he muft lofe his garment, then he m 6 ft 
Io(e his good name, and, thirdly, he muft lofe 
his liberty : for now the fleflily-loving miftrcfs 
file hath changed her purpofe, for fhe cannot 
have his flelh, and fatan cannot have his foul, 
therefore flie change th her behaviour, and now 
flic is like the favage bear, for when he is pre- 
vented of the flefh, blood and bones of a man, 
then he furioufly falls on ^nd tears the cloaths 
that he finds hath fell from that man. Even fo 
it is, that when fatan is thus difappointed of reft 
in a dry place, then he tears the name, fubftance 
and character of the man, yea, even the birds 
of the air, the beafts of the field , the fruits of 
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^z t?Ltt\\, and the fifhes cf the fea, tkey (hall 
pay for it, yes, and every thing which "6e/ongs 
to the good man's health and earthly comforts, 
fhall feel fatan's tyranny, Mark v, lo, I2. for 
when the legion of devils muft leave the pof- 
fefled, then do they beg and intreat of Jefus 
Chrift, not to be fent away out of that country, 
but to be admitted to enter into the herd of 
fwine, for if be muft not reft in this man, then 
would he go into an ox, an horfe, afs, fheep, or 
fwine, fo that he may do mifchief in families, 
and trouble the owners. In thefe he feeks reft, 
either by p..fnon, troubling them with contrary 
creatures, or elfe driving them to defpair by 
great lofles, and death of cattle. 

And now then let us fee, why it is that the 
people of God may be fitly compared to a dry 
place. And, 

Firft, Zion is called the mount of the Lord; 
and upon this mount the temple was built. It. 
was a pleafant, fruitful, healthful, but a dry 
place, only fupplied with one fmall ftream of 
fweet, pure, chryftal, healthful water* Now the; 
temple was a type of Chrift, And if fo, then 
Zion the mount of the Lord is a type of the 
faithful afl'emblies and congregational church 
the people of God, For as the temple of the 
Lord ftood upon mount Zion, all the plants 
that grew round about it were good and health' 

fuL 
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w, ^\i\ 7L\ot\ ^21$ furrounded by neighbouring 
arren mountains. So Jefus Chrift ftands in 
licmidftof the churches, Rev. i. r^. and all that 
Tod hath planted with him, they are blefled, 
^Ithful and good. But Chrift and his church 
s furrounded by infidels and barren, unbelieving, 
riith-defpifing, perifhing finners. 

And now then know this for yourfelves:, that 
he Sun of righteoufnefs, which is the glorious 
rarmony and unlimited union of all the attri- 
Hites of God meet and join in the perfon of 
>ur Lord Jefus Chrift; and from him grace 
htneth on us, and entereth into the hearts of 
he children of God. And this in them dries 
ind clofeth up the fprings of nature, the cor- 
rupt fountain of the heart; the which in all 
natural men is the love of fin, or the love of 
earthly pieafures more than to love the nature, 
name and work of God ; but to the godly grace 
yields to them this threefold work of the Spirit 
of God, that is ta fay, faith, hope and love ; 
sind by thefe they are God's dry places ; yet 
God the Lord waters them with the river of 
life daily. So he makes them fruitful, and 
they are not barren places ; and therefore, 
through Chrift, the devil fhall leave them, for 
he cannot, and fo he (hall not find reft in them,, 
becaufe God is in them. 

I 2 Secondly,. 
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"b^coud^y^ ]\xig, vi. 39. " Though all thQ 
earth (hould be wet with clew, yet Gi'cfeon's 
fleece, the place of God*s prcfence, it muft be 
a dry place. And again, Ezekicl is commanded 
Xo preach upon the place of ^i^*^ glorious prc- 
fence, and fo he prophefied upon riic valley of 
dry bones, Ezek. xxxvii. 2, !!• Now from this 
I do conclude, that thefe dry bones they are 
God's dry places; fatan cannot reft in them; 
they are the children of God, therefore the fpi- 
rit and prefence of God it entereth into, them^ 
and they live anew to the praife of God's ^oiy^ 
and therefore fa^an cannot find reft in thefe dry^ 
places. 

Yet this leads me on to fhow you more of faCai»'« 
fruitlefs labours. O how he ftrives to gain thatt 
that he wants, it is reft in the people of God, 
But our Lord Jefus faith he finds none. Nowj 
then fee you the event or ill fuccefs of bis lar^ 
hour, for whenfocver Jefus Cbrift* by his al- 
mighty power, he throws this unclean fpirit out' 
of a man. Then doth that man begin, and 
daily he grows in the love and fervice of God|^ 
and becaufe Chrift firft loved and faved him, 
I John iv, 10. Now this makes fatan full of 
rage, and fo at us and all the godly he gapes 
with open jawSj and upon us he cafteth his na- 
ture- 
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ture of envy and reproach, becaufe his face is 
fct againft us. So then he enters into the wicked 
and fpeaks through them that are round about 
us, yea and he fcts the fire of hell on the flaming 
tongues of wicked men, women and children; 
and lb by thefe inftruments fatan works, and he 
endeavours to overthrow the (mall beginnings 
and firft-fruits of God's good Spirit working in 
us after grace begun in us, by vilifying and re* 
proach, fatan feeks our fall with a fecond per- 
verfion. But when we feel a godly for row, and 
humble ourfelves, and own our fin, and return 
to our God ; then do we outwit the devil, 
becaufe w6 difappoint him who ftrove to draw 
and then to drive us from the means of grace. 
So in godly repentance fatan finds no reft, but 
he lufeth his hold, and God takes hold of the 
believing, pi^nitent flnner ; and fo God draws 
the man, and reveals his Chiift in him, and this 
fees the man upon the feet of obedience. And 
fo a good man runs after God. 

Naturalifis fay, when the hart or'deer h chafed 
by his mortal foe, then he runs and pahteth after, 
and he feeketh to find reft' in the clear, cold 
Areams of fweet water. Eiven fo the prcachinc; 
and power of Chrift entering into a man, this 
chafeth this cruel tyrant, and out he runs, and* 
pants, and fteketh if he may find reft in fume 
other cbildrci} of God, becaufe x.\\\:& ^"^v'i 'O^'sl 

1 2 \as:>\'^ 



Lord's delight, thefe are God's valuable jewels, 
and (o thefe are the Almighty's dry places. 

Now then with malice, with intent to do 
mifchief, this unclean fpirit he walks, feeking 
reft in and among the godly, as he did when he 
walked into the royal palace of the city ot Da- 
vid, with difguife he meets the royal prophet^ 
and fo counterfeiting a poor but honeft traveller^ 
2 Sam. xii. 4. till at length he gains admittance 
into the will and afFeflions. So he feeks, in 
Hope to find a refting-place in David^s godly 
heart. But, O the bleffing of God's free, re- 
ftoring grace I So becaufe God hath made this 
man David, he is the Lord's dry place, there- 
fore fatan muft leave him, he mutt walk out ty 
I he ufe of the means. For it was the power of 
GoJ in Nathan's preaching, it was this un- 
roofted fatan, and truly throweth him out of 
David,' and foit will throw him out of all th^ 

* 

people of GoJ. 

Now fome men will tell us, that the fun in 
the firmament difplays its glory, or rejoiceth in 
fiery figns ; thiefe figns are dry places. And fo 
doth this devil feek, if that he may find reft in 
God's fiery figns, becaufe in them God dif- 
playeth the glory of his mercy, and God re- 
joiceth in doing good by them. So fatan fcek3 
left in thefe dry places, with the fpots of his 
jiature^ to darken the image of God in them. 
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^o Yv^AeftretVi to poffefs and have re/? //; Pete/^ 
\\v?LtYvt ti\\gVvt tofe him and fcattcr, and fo, if 
poffible, to caft him quite out from among the 
wheat or godly, and fo unhinge him. from all 
the hope of falvation. But the Lord Jcfus he 
loveth^ and he hath prayed for Peter^ and hath 
ma^e him a temple of God. And fo Peter is a 
dry place^ and therefore here fatan cannot find 
in him a place of reft; And fo then, tho' fatan 
walketh, and taking hold of Peter's natural 
weaknefs, and by the means of temptation, he 
Would, becaufe he defireth to lodge and live 
within him, but the Lord Almighty he hath 
tnade his dwelling in Peter. And thojugh, by 
permiflionj^ fatan may walk through him, yet 
the power of th6 only true and living God it is 
there, and this forceth the devil, and caufeth 
him in Peter he finds no reft:. So he muft walk 
in his own hell, and leave Peter nothing worfted 
by fpotsj falls, or temptation. So then Peter 
comes oft^ rejoicing, and he is more than a con-^ 
queror, Luke xxii. 31, 32. 

But now this devil he will feek, if he may 
find reft in another of God*s fiery figns, or a 
dry place ; and fo he meets with noble, learned 
Paul. To him fatan muft (how himfelf a great 
and powerful king^ and fo he fendeth, and he 
goes with his ambaftador, or meflenger, 2 Cor, 
xii. 7. a wicked> bold> confederate rogue, who 

now 
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now fceking, and to himfelf promifing,'here I 
{hall fi;id an houfe, a place of rett; and fo then 
he goes, without with your leave or by your 
leave, but impudently and daringly he driveth 
into the very flcfh and weak part or nature of 
Paul. Raul, fays he, had gDt into his flefh, but 
O now, what a buftle here is, for at this very 
time, and as ufual, Paul had received, and lodged' 
two infeparately united heavenly friends, they 
are called living faith and fpirit of prayer; 
thefe are Paul's united, unwearied friends, 
they ru(h in and break their way through and 
againft this devil and all his crew, and fo to 
heaven their home they mount, they carry the 
tidings, and wait on the throne of Almighty 
God, whofe timely help they crave, and the 
anfwer to this faith and prayer, God he is al- 
ways fure to give, and therefore it is while Paul 
is afking, God is anfwering. And lo, the good 
meflenger, the Comforter, is coming ; he is come 
to Paul, and brings from the Holy Jefus good 
news, jilad tidings of great joy, with this pro- 
mife. My grace is sufficient for thee, 
2 Cor. xii. 9. So then this unclean fpirit and' 
accufmg devil he is become an outcaft ; to his 
wounding and confounding, he feds and he 
finds, God has made Paul to be a fruitful, dry 
place; for this Meflenger and Comforter that 
brought down from heaven this promife to Paul, 
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he is God, fo he will dwell in Paul, becaufe 
Paul he is the Lorci*s fii^ry fign and dry place, 
and when the Lord is (o come, whether it is to 
Paul, or any oth^r chiiJ of God, I (dy, when 
the mighty God is fo come in, then, though 
there were of old ten thoufand devils, thc;v fhall 
all walk out of him, and be forced to loofc him 
and leave him, as they did PauK Therefore let 
gratitude teach us to fay, with Paul, '* I thanic 
God, through Jefus Chrift our Lord," Rom. 
vii. 25. 

But now let us go on. And that we may 
ft'rive to keep pace with him, look you and fee 
fpr yourfelf. Behold, for this unclean fpirit and 
fwa^ering devil he has left his hold. And may 
the Lord Jefus give us the good eyc-falve, that 
grace of a difcerning fpirit, fo that we may 
clearly fee fatan's- regrefs or going back. For 
now he changeth his tone. So he. talks of a 
re-entry. And becaufe this devil he cannot 
find a place of reft, or a peaceable dwelling in 
thefe dry places, or temples of the holy God, 
therefore now he has relinquifhcd his hold. So 
like a defeated, confuted, hell-commifBoncd, 
fwaggering general, here now loudly he utters 
great, fwelling words. In the which we fee his 
direful refolution— I WILL. And now then 
let us look^ 

Firft, 
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YVvft., M h»s intention. And fo we /Jiall ft 
vq\v?lX. Vve pu^pjieth to do j znd that will Jedc 
us to fee, 

Secondly, His wicked inventionj he knowJ 
how he fljall do. 

Firil, Swajrgering, he fays, I will, I will dc 

miichicf, and fo, like Pharaoh, on he goes, 

Exod. XV. 9. This enemy of mankind, thi: 

bloody king, he would perfuade us that he hatt 

a large and unlimited will. So now he fays, ] 

will purfue— I wilj overtake them — I will divide 

the fpoil. But here God puts a flop as with \ 

wall of he wen fl:ones. And therefore we (ay 

Stay, devil ; not one jot further you muft' no 

go. Though this is a bold, prefiimptuous voice 

yet you mufl; afk leave of God the Lord ; fo: 

fatan he is a rebellious apoflate, bound, chained 

and limited ; for Jehovah's Chriff, the trium 

phant Lamb of God^ he holds thee, thi& roar 

ing lion, and leads thee in an infringable cor 

of Wifdom's divine power. And often he fay 

unto thee, as to the threatening, raging fca 

Here will I flay the infultation of thy'prou 

waves,^ Job xxxviii. n. 

Now then, would men know what it is ths 
makes the devil to behave fo bold I Give ra 
leave, and I will endeavour to tell you, it i 
twofQld. Firft, the devil he hath confidence i 

h 
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his own ftrength ; and, fecondly, in man's weafc- 
tie{s J firft, in his own ftrength, becaufe he is 
called, 2 Cor. iv. 4. Eph. ii. 2. " The god of 
this wofld, and the prince of the power of the 
air." And fo he confideis in himfelf. And he i 
lays hold of, and forthwith he lifted up the Son ■ 
of the only living and true God, and he carried , 
him away from a pinnacle of the temple, and he 1 
left him on a high, neighbouring mountain. 
Matt. iv. 8. 

So then pride caufeth fatan to confide in his 
own ftrength. So it is of the devil's ftrength, 
like as I find of the pope glorying of his own 
ftrength, in the year of jubilee; then comes the 
pope in perfon and prefencc, and he ftands at 
the gate of St. Peter's church at Rome; and, 
after other ceremonies, then doth he gravely and 
loudly and lordly, he repeateth this part of 
Pfalm xxiv. 9. *' Lift up your heads, ye gates ; 
and be ye lift up, ye everlafting doors; and the 
King of glory flialJ come in." Then, to the 
wonder of all beholders, he performs an admi- 
rable piece of Rome's conjuration- work ; for 
while the pope he is faying this, he knocketh 
at the gate with his filver hammer, and ftill re- 
peating as before, till fuddenly the gate falls 
down before him ; then rife up crowds of the 
greafy- fingered fons of darkncfs the cardinals, 
priefts, monks and friers, with all the univer- 
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fity learning and language that they are rnafters 
of. Now do they fet forth the world's wonder- 
fj], felf-exifting ftrength and power of this fa- 
ther infallible the pope, though he is' but indceil 
an old, feeble, bald-headed prieft. But yct,^ I 
think, thefe mean to tell us. Come, look and 
fee, what wonderous things, by the hand of the 
pope, may be done, by the ufe of gold and filver 
tools. For by the ufe of thefe the pope he perfo- 
nates Peter the porter of heaven, as they call him. 
Therefore, to them that do and will believe 
him, he tells them how truly holy he is among 
the living, and how really good he is to the 
dead, and what liberty he has appointed to the 
purgatory ghofts, given by virtue of his, papal 
indulgcncies. But O, let us remember, that 
** there is none that doeth good and finneth not, 
no not one," Rom. iii. .o. Then where is the 
pope's felf-cxifting ftrength and glory of his ho- 
linefs among the living ? And as for his power 
over the dead, remember the dead cannot fpeak 
for themfelvcs. And therefore I think, that if 
the pope's filver hammer did not hit on the bolt 
of the main fpring of this St. Peter's gate, fure 
I am, if this bolt was not hit, this gate It would 
never fo fall, let the pope keep knocking, or fay 
as he will. And therefore I conclude, that the 
devil's ftrength it is like unto this, whereof he 
is fo confident, and yet this is often helped by 
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hisfubtilty; for by foul -experience I do know 
and can fay, that I have long found it^ that is^ 
that the fubtilty of the devil it (hows itfeif ia 
his various but flattering temptations ; and 
therefore I do fay, that it is the work of every 
true, gofpel, experienced minifter of Chrift, that 
in all their preaching, to ftrive to fet forth and 
difcover, and fo to make known the various 
walks, works, and temptations of the devil ; for 
he tempteth either invifibly or vifibly. 

Firft, The devil tempteth us invifibly, when 
God's word is moft powerfully flowing from the 
mouth of the ufeful, defpifed, but powerful 
preacher. Then doth fatan wickedly ftir up un* 
godly motions and internal provocations, and 
vomiting his nature, as flattering refolutions, fo 
they fall into our heart, for fo he wrought upon 
the heart of Saul the firft king of Ifrael, i S/im. 
XV. 24. I'hat though Saul heard the good and 
powerful word of God, yet he thought that 
man need only hear, he need not trouble him« 
felf, he was not bound to obey it. So he hears, 
and he turns away from the preacher. But, 
when it is too late, Saul fees his fin ; and com- 
ing to the minifter with what fome call humble 
forrow and good repentance, Saul crieth and 
faith, *' I have finned againft the Lord and thy 
words/* That is to fay, I have not f • 1 

K obedience 
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obedience to God, nor love to iiiso'taiiaifter, 
becaufe I feared the people and obeyed their 
voice, that is, I left the qommaitd^ of God's 
word direded to mr, and fo Gx)d. hath left me 
to receive the advice and obey the voice of men, 
who neither loved God nor my (6uL Yea and ' 
indeed, this is the fame opieratiMe pqHefion, 
whereby this invilible devil, this ^prUice of: the 
powet of the air^ among the. foUowert ^f the 
name of religion. Even fo iie now wcM-kiA 
among and in the children of difobedijOQce, 
£ph. ii. I. But, 

Secondly, Satan tempts men vifibly, MaCt« 
iv. 3. Then came to him the tempter. A^ 
alfo, Gen jii. i. fatan entered the body of the 
living ferpent, when he tempted the woman* 
And now therefore we may fee Ibme caufe, why 
the devil hath fuch confidence in his own 
flrength. And fo we come, fecondiy, to fee his 
coniiJeiice in man's weaknefs, becaufe the fliort 
comings and frailties of us all, fo it is this gives 
the devil a prefumptuous confidence of the ad- 
vaniage gained on man, whereby fatan making 
this his intrufion, and thus he faith, i WILL 
return, becaufe he may look upon it, we are too 
weak to turn him away without his errand ; for 
when he comes to the fprightly youths and 
wanton ladies^ then he prcfents to their eyes tl^ 
picture of their own pleafure in fleibly lufts, 

and 
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and fb hr adds, faying, 1 WILL make thee 
merry* 

And when he comet to the avaricious, he 
brings them fights of pleafing profits of ill-got 
^in. He fpreads the benefits of poor men's 
labours and lives, and fo to them he fays, I 
WILL make thee rich. And when he comes 
to the bloody and cruel tyrant, fatan (hows to 
htm the flavci of dre^ul and fervile fear ; and to 
this he faith, 1 WILL make thee dreadful. 
• And >fo to delight and blow up the burning 
coals of flaming defires, this devil he comes to 
she prodigal and the wafteful. He brings them 
-th^ fmtles and applaufcs of the polite nobility 
and 'gentry, and fays, I WILL make thee be- 
loved. And then, turning afide to the idle, he 
-comes and he brings him the fruits of honeft 
men's induftry and labours. And fu to the idle 
be Ays, I WILL give thee eafe. 

Well now, my gentle reader, ftay a little 
and think how it is with you now, and enquire 
within your own felf ; for is not this devil a 
trying his ftrengrh on your weaknefs now f For 
if this only had been the ftate of fuch men as 
Cain, Efau, and Judas, it had been well ; but 
O, we find that Noah, Abraham, Lot, and 
David, Peter and Paul, each of them had their 
weaknefs. And fo they have been too weak for 
thofe encountcrers, becaufe they are powerful 

K 2, vi^'t'5», 
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ones. And yet thefe they could not do us hurt, 
but by the working on our free-will, or ready and 
inclineabie aftcftions ; for when this devil and 
our corrupt fleih in conjunftion willingly meet, 
ihi-n latan-s nature and man's nature engenders to?- 
geiher. So then they brf nir forth a rjeneration-of open 
and (ecret fins. And thefe will make fuch men 
to be like the magicians of Egypt, beeaufe they 
«k'li'>ht and are well-pleafing to themfelvcs in 
doing wonders, though k fliould turn 'tc their 
*)wn damnation ; for I do know well j. that the 
vv*ic!ccd, helped by the devil, they can do pro- 
digious things when left of God. And then the 
devil's ip.ftigation and man's lufts fo meet and 
loin together. God he knoweth this, and we 
feel that it was Adam's fin brought the miferies 
of man, with every kind of wickednefs, and fo 
death came on all, Rom. v. 12. And in us the 
love of fin is the root of bitterncfs; and from 
this root fprouteth up the pernicious plants that 
poifoneth our fouls and caufeth all our weak- 
nefs. And thus weak this devil he knoweth we 
are, and not feldom but he finds us fo, and he 
knoweth that branch of fin that makelh us fo. 
And if the godly complain of indwelling fin, 
then what (hall the natural man do when he 
meetcth the devil ^ Though he fighteth, he al- 
ways will be worfted ; yea, though a natural 
man be a bold, ftrong, confident fellow when 

he 



r "3 ] 

he goetb forth into a duel and fighteth with this 
devil, let him behold what a mighty giant fatan 
. he 18 ; and when for his fecon'l he brmgeth with 
hitn, and fo be is backed by the world. And 
that this fight^may feem with an intent to be 
fair, the natural mail calls on, and fo he comes 
forth with his fecohd the fleih, to help him up^ 
■or back him. And thus prepared the fight is be- 
gun. The man feels, reels, and he falls ; and 
now he calls loudly for his affiftant the flefh, to 
give him help ; but alas ! the devil he has beat 
the man down, and thefe two fecpnds, the 
world and the flefh, they are confederate rogues. 
So now they are joined together, and to add to 
the natural man's trouble, they are falling on 
him with worfe than blows ; for now they do 
him more mifchief than all the devils of hell 
could do without them. So they wound the 
man, and leave him to grone away his days and 
his flrength alfo. And now, being half dead to 
his forrow, he may know that natural fhrengtii 
is deceiving weaknefs ; for the matural man's 
profefTed friend, the flefh, all may fee'; the flefk 
he is a private, mercilefs, clofe foe ; therefore £ 
fay it is, though the natural man he fights, yet 
he can never get the day ; though in himfelf he 
is flrong, yet his armour is bad and rotten; ic 
will not hold together, much lefs to keep out 
' one fiery dart of the devil ; for this man he i3 

K 3 ^x^^^ 
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armed with the helmet of pride, and his fhield 
18 prefumption, his coat is uncleannefs, and his 
.fmrord being made of that rotten metal human 
policy. So in this fight the natural man he is 
alvtrays worfted ; fo he falls. And I do fay, that 
that man he is but weakly baclced that hath a 
traitor for his guard ; for by long experience 
fatan knoweth well what pleating baits and free 
will pleafures that will charm the foul, and fo 
mod eafily draw the natural man into his be- 
loved natural fin. Therefore I think this devil 
he may be fitly compared to a cunning fiflierj 
who cliufeth to fifh with that pleafing bait 
which he knows the iifhes nature arid appetite 
will caufe to flrike at and fwallow with fiercc- 
riefs. And fo this devil he will work with the 
natural man, and bring hirri to hell by that fin 
the which he moft dearly loves 5 for when fatan 
hath found out which is the way, and the fin 
our natural inclination is fa fondly and greedily 
given to ; and alfo he finds that the foul fpring 
of our natural afFecSions runs to that fin, then 
fatan he labours to help us forward into the 
pra6tical cufionis of all that fort of wickednefs. 
In that he labours to make us more wicked, 
and* fo as much like himfelf as he can. 

Now to prove this, I do find that fatan he 
v^alks, anJ he works, with what fome men call 
the four elements, that is to fay, fire, air, earth 
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and water ; and thefe elements, more or lefs as 
they do abound^ they produce Vajious, efFeds in 
mens bodies ; and fo fatan he knoweth how, with 
pleafiire and profit, to work with every change 
of humours in mens bodies. And thus he urg- 
cth the melancholy man to diftruft of the provi- 
dential care and help of Almighty God, for his 
common bleifing and daily food for the body ; 
then he caufcth him to withdraw his former 
hope, and fo to difbelieve the good work of God, 
in faving poor, loft fmners by Jefus Chrift. 
Therefore it is that we often find it, that thefe 
melancholy men they do think, they never muft 
freely give of their worldly goods, neither to the 
glory of God, nor to feed and comfort his poor ; 
butalmoft choked with melancholy and defpond, 
they windle and they cry with Nabal, i Sam. 25. 
II. " Shall 1 then take of my bread and my 
flefli, and give it to men that I know not I O no, 
I cannot, I will not." So they conclude, I mufb 
mind myfelf firft, I have nothing to fparc, but I 
may, I fhall want it my ownfelf. And as to the 
falvation of his foul, the melancholy man he 
thinks, for his religion confifteth in his ownfelf, 
and melancholy thinking ; that whereas we fpeak 
of God, and his boundlefs love, yet he cannot 
think that God he will fave us, and that freely 
by his grace; neither can he believe, that there 
is merit enough in Jefus Chrift to faN^ -^ \q^\\!\ 
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of believing, repenting finners : and tfaougi 
fpealct but feldom, yet he will therefore fty, 
by our reading, hearing and praying, we miii 
what we can to fave ourfehres, and then CI 
he mufi do the reft for us. And fo becaufe 
man he is filled with melancholy, the devil j 
power over his heart ; and fo he runs him in 
ftream of fear, till lie brings bim to the guU 
defpair. And thus fatan leads the melanch 
men to lay violent hands on themfelves, 
others, that he may gain their foul in the e 
It is this is all the devil wants. 

So then fatan comes, and he works by his 
ftruments ; and fo he flirreth up ungodly defi 
in the mind of the natural men, and of tfa 
called the fanguine children of this world. H 
fatan gladdens their heart, and he makes th 
Up and fkip like young goats; then he le: 
them on to their Cupid's walks and Venu 
groves of immoderate mirth; for the houfe 
God, or the houfe of mirth, all is alike w 
thefe men, fo that they may hear fine fingir 
fee fine {aces, and fafhionable dreiTes. He glor 
in the gaieties and in the immoderate, pompo 
fluows of the world. And fo the devil, by t 
ufe of thefe means, he eafily gains, and he kee 
a large poiTeffion in the hearts of thefe lordl 

proud^ fanguine finners» 

Aj 
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Kivik yet ve muft not forget to fay. fomething 

more of this devfl's confidence, for he rides mer* 

' ■• ♦ 

rily on j fo he flies, he goes on man's weaknefs; 
and. in this his regrefs, or going back, now he 
worketh on the humours. And fp he iirgeth 
and hurryeth the choleric man. The nature of 
this man's heart is like tinder, and fo it catcheth 
and receiveth the fparks of revenge of the devil'd 
fire. So this choleric man he burns with pride, 
and he is infultingly angry, and he becomes cru* 
elly ungrateful to his moft injured, but fince/e 
friend. And this wickednefs ihuts up and har- 
dens this man's heart. So while he is in this ftate, 
he cannot repent j fo then he will not forgive, 
and how Ihould he expeA to be forgiven : and 
fo this regrefs it fills up the coleric man's cup 
apace, and ripens him for hell ; and if he is paft 
feeling, now he may boldly diffemble, opprefs 
the widow and the fatherlefs, and defraud his 
deareft friends. And alfo to his inferiors he car- 
ries himfelf with difdain, tyranny and cruelty ; 
and thus he fwears and he fwaggers, and fo he 
cozens the poor out of all he can get from them ; 
and fo by fatan's return, we fee that the laft ftate 
of this angry or choleric man, it is worft than the 
firft. 

But ftill, as on a furious untamed horfe on 
man's wcaknefs, this returning devil there he 
rides. So in his reorcfs boldlv he comes and to the 

una- 
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MLnxwaneA, dtowfy he»d, called the p. 
m&n\ %ni he Alls hia foggy head with 
principles, and Jo a dulneJi and nc 
many, if not all, cbrUlian dutiet ; I 
phlegmatic men, for the mdl part, the 
eaJkft turned bacic to forfake God, a 
the good vray Co eternal life. And bei 
faUn's legrefs, it ii their nature, and 
will fay, reading is good { but fiot 
reading fefinous are ufeful, but not ' 
preaching, nor fo much praying. We- 
be, always waiting upon God ; of u) 
required. So chey conclude, it is timi 
■when we aj-e called to die; then we i 
in our neighbiiurs, and let them bri 
preacher* And fo when we are half de 
may ve prepare to meet God, But t< 
fty, ai Chrift to Jerufalem, ** How oTti 
the Lord have gathered you, as a hen j 
hU'^hickens,' but ye would not." So 
woiic of cooverJion, the day of falvati 
hid from your eyes. And now can 
out the way, bow you Ihall efcape 
geance of Almighty God, if you negle£) 
falvatidn I 

But now I would to God that all 
finners might fee why this devil he is 
dent in his own ftrength, and why h 
Uti lidei on man's weaknefs. It is tl 
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cv\m fo \>o\d to fay, I WILL return. But now 
tmceVv^ \ias made bimfelf /b hold with us, we 
iAo Ibould and muft be as bold and as bufy 
with the devil, James iv. 7. ** Refift the devil, 
and he (ball flee from you," becaufe you can- 
not overcome the devil except you fight with 
him I for he is a fierce lion, and he roars and 
teareth thofc that fly from him. But in the 
ftrength of God the Lord, all thofe who ftand 
againft him, thefe (ballfind this devil is as weak 
ts a butterfly. But to do this, you mufl put 
on the whole armour of Gjd, Eph. vi. 11. and 
in thy hand of faith take the fword of the Spi- 
rit, and, by the help of the Almighty God, take 
up fome of the fmooth flones out of God's holy 
brook \ I mean, rightly receive God's holy word 
gathered into the pouch of your heart ; tken be 
ftrong in the Lord and in the power of hit 
might. Fear not, but to meet the giant go on, 
then you may fling a word of the fcripture at his 
head, and this fhall wound him in the fore- 
• head, and it (ball flay the power of this daring 
Philiftine. For becaufe this is Grod's way. Matt. 
^iv«.4M therefore I am bold to fay. This is the 
right way, becaufe this is the weapon of God's 
providing, wherewith jefus of Nazareth, the 
Son of the living and true God, thb our Sa- 
viour be contended, he fought, and with this 
weapon he beat the devil. And therefore I fay, 

let 
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let us roufc up, fear nof, but let us bol 
low our brave, vi£torious captain; for 
we are. weak in ourfelves, yet let us b 
fame arms, and keep on, and not treni 
fear ; for I think that man mufl be a poo 
ardly foldier that halts, and follows his 
into the field trembling, crying and groa 

So then fight we muil, or die we mu 
let us fight and live, yea fight the devil i 
for ever, but let us fland in the firej 
God's love^ John xiii. i. And fo we v 
fe^;. for the children of God go not a 
the-jcombat of temptation }. for Chrifl I 
before us, fo Chrifl he will go with i 
Chrifl Jefus he will help us. So then 
f^y with Pfalm cxliv. i. " BiefTed be tt 
our flrength, which teacheth our hands 
and our £ngers to fight." 

So. then in Chrifl this is our flrong c< 
Heb. i. i8. for in that he himfelf hath 1 
and was tempted, he is able to fuccou 
that are tempted. 

Now then let us fee SATAN'S RET 
OR REVOLUTION. 

God. the Lord he is the author and bo 
giver. pf every good gift which we do n 
and fccret things they do belong to ou; 
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1 do therefore fay, that that fecret book of 
God's holy predeftination, there is not a crea* 
ture in heaven, earth or fea, vifible or invifible, 
with all the contents of things, and time paft, 
prefent and to come, I do clearly fee, thefe are 
written in the book of predeftination, Rom. vili. 
30, or the forepurpofe of God. And yet it is a 
Bayftery to all unconverted men, treated with fcan- 
da] and contempt by tbofe men who are whited 
lepulchres ; yea, and by all them that love not 
the Lord Jefus in the truth ; for who can truly 
love Chrift, and deny his purpofe, and defy his 
power, or make war againfthis kingdom ? Now 
the devil he is of this number, becaufe he 
knoweth not who God hath ele^ed, nor vi^ho 
through fm is left of God, and fo reprobated ; 
therefore fatan runs into any houfe, though he 
foon finds and feels that he cannot ftay or rcll in 
thfcm whoarctheeleclinChrift, Rom. ix. 11. yet 
in his returns fatan finds too, too many of them 
. that have known the truth, and yet for fa ken it. 
Alfo in his returns he finds a woful many, 
and he refts in them, and he roofts in them, 
who at various times and many ways they have 
been awakened or enlightened ; nay they have 
tailed of the powers of ths world to come. So 
he returns to dwell in thofe, who in fome men's 
thoughts of outward religion, they were faid to be 
honeft, upright, obedient and fanftified 5 yet now 
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^^Xaxv Vve finds them their heat of religion it is 
«c\uc over and cold. So they are crucifying 
Chrift again. Therefore to thefe fatan comes 
again with as flrong a power as ever, and to them 
confidently affirming, I WILL return to thefe ; 
this is my houfe. 

But now let us make hafie, that we may fee 
him thus repoflefs thefe mens fouls and bodies, 
whom fatan calls his own houfe. Now lo, to 
go on ; for he is returned, 

Firft, Either by a nonright receiving of the 
outward word preached, and by abafefully abu- 
fing the outward and earthly bleffings of God ; 
for thefe, and the riches and the plentiful en- 
joyments of this world, thefe are great fa- 
vours and gifts of God. And yet unto thefe 
men thefe bleffings they may be fitly likened 
unto good wine put into an old callibafh or a 
crackt bottle ; fo the veflel fplits, and the good 
wine is loft, and the owner is difpieafed. Even 
fo it is with thefe men, they wafte their fub- 
ftance, confume their own bodies, and by un- 
bridled wickednefs they keep in the road to lofc 
their own fouls. So then in juftice God leaves 
thefe men, and foon they become an empty 
houfe for a returning devil. 

Secondly, Satan returns by men's negled tc 
feek God, living without the reading of th( 
word and the good ufe of prayer ip their fami- 
lies 
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lies ; or by an unreverend ufe of the outward 
means, and fo to continue, it is this makes 
thele men to be a ftvcpt houfe for a returning 
devil. And fo. 

Thirdly, Satan returns by finding men de- 
filing themfelves with painted hypocrify, or 
with chanj»esof principles fo glofling themfelves 
with vain hopes and ftrong dclufions, by falfe 
fuperftition, and mixing the good word of God 
and the pure light of the gofpel of Chrift with 
their fins, and colouring their lufts of worldly 
praife, delighting that men may call them gold, 
though God hath faid, men fhall call them re- 
probate filver, becaufe the Lord hath rejedled 
them, Jer. vi. 30. Therefore, I fay, thefe men 
they are a garnifhed houfe, for they are ready to 
receive a returning devil. But this one thing 
I do know, that to apply quickfilver it will hide 
the true luftre or brightnefs of the bed of gold, 
fo that an unacquainted man would fay, this is 
no gold, It is lead ; though the refiner fpcaks of 
its hidden nature, and he affirms it is gold, the- 
]ooker-on he affirms by his knowledge and fight, 
fo as he thinks he fays, it is lead. Now then 
the trial mud be by burning coals of fire; this 
proves it gold. 

And fo it is, while God is working his grace 
of elc£lion into the hearts of his fons, and fo 
to alTure them of their calling &tvd ^k&!\oT\ x^ 
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t\^xt\'a\ V\fe by Jcfus ChrHi. And while Gi 
tries \Vm, th^s devil often nukes returns, an 
Yct gold he finds rhem, and every time mud 
the better for his abfence. Now this makes fa 
tan angry becaufe here he cannot ftay, therefor 
he waits the t;mc, and fo he cafts the quick 
f.lver or mercury of his own malignant natur 
c:i their ^ood jian.e ; and fo to hide or turn th 
lurcre of the ufL-ful endeavours of the godly 
u;id fo the unfl^'.Iicd fay cf the godly, as of th- 
gold, th'jfe are not gold, they are lead. So thcj 
lor wife ends God's true gold is alchymid ovc 
with f-alls and frowns, and contemned, dirt] 
afperfions, as it is witntfTed in Noah, Gen 
ix. 21. Alfo of Job, chap. xix. 19. xxx. 10 
And of David, Pfalm Ixix. 6. And likewifc o 
Peter, Matt. xxvi. 74. But the burning coal 
from God's altar this fhall take away all re 
proach ; this (hall witnefs God is true, anc 
purge the gold, the fons of God, Ifa, vi. 7. 

And (0, to the confounding, and contrary t< 
the expe£lation and will of all the unflcilled 
thefe fons of God fliall fhine as gold feven time 
refined, or as ftars in the firmament. 

Now then from this I would give you a won 
of caution ; for though fatan be gone out o 
yon, yct as I have faid I do fay, daily be 01 
your watch ; for you may expc^Sl his returns 
cither to bribe and blind you, or clfc to vex an< 

troubI( 
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trouble you. So he will often meet you in the 
ways and work of God ; and yet I fay, ^* Be 
ftrong in the Lord, and go on;" for by this 
you may judge for yourfelf, whether this un- 
clean fpirit is truly caft out, or is he hypocriti- . 
cally gone out of your heart. 

Firft, If you know nothing of his returns, 
nor feel fatan's aflaults, then from you as yet 
he was never caft out. And, 

Secondly, If he ftrives not to return and get 
in, and fo he is at peace with you, then you 
may be afTured he is lodged in you already ; for 
an outward moral man, with a fecure hearth he 
doth often deceive himfelf, bccaufe he fuppofes 
ax^d fo he fears not, but that fatan is expelled, 
though at laft he (hall find himfelf moft dan- 
geroufly difappointed ; for fatan ftill remains 
clofe in the houfe. And, 

Thirdly, If by the perpetual aflaults and fre- 
quent ftorms he ftrives for entrance, then you 
may be fure that Chrift hath caft him out; for 
at the laft, even thefe oppofitions they all fhall 
a/Ford your foul much comfort ; for fatan's w^r 
it (hall give you joy and lafting peace, for he 
being caft out, and you having the (hield of 
faith, £ph. vi. i6, 17. fixed on your arm, and 
the fword of the Spirit in your right hand of 
prayer, fo fight the good fight of faith, lay hold 
on eternal life. So in the ftreng^ilx q1 fAtcCv^N.^ 
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God, this (hall keep a returning, trembling 
devil out of doors. 

And nowr, feeing that our God he hath cafl 
out fatan, and fo you are rid of an ill tenant, 
O pray to God that he will come into you, and 
make your body a temple of the Holy Ghofl:, 
and fo a returning devil he (hall never reft in 
ycu. Again, 

And now then I come to give you fome fmall 
defcription of this caftle or fpacious feat of this 
prince of darknefs. And now then we muft take 
a turn and peep in and feek about to know how 
got the devil fo large a pofTeflion of the body 
and foul of man. f^or here he faith, ** I will 
return into my houfc." So then fatan he calls 
this reprobate's heart his houfe ; and indeed fo 
it is woeful for that man, though not by crea- 
tion fur to glorify God, God made us all, and 
i'o every man by right he is God's houfe, i Cor. 
iii. 16. But upon man's making light of the 
love of God in the gift of his Son, and the 
being; faved by Chrift alone, from this comes 
their rejection from God, becaufe this offends 
the molt high God, a rejcfting the Son of God, 
iind therefore he withiiolds the love of the truth 
trom them, and fo comes at the laft God's final 
oefcrtion of thcfe men, and then how foon doth 
their hearts become fatan's huufe or rendezvous 
of devils ! For if Chrift dwcDeth not in a man's 
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heart by his holy Spirit, then fatan dwells there 
by his wicked, foul fpirit ; for there is no man' 
liveth, but he hath a good or a bad fpirit living 
in hixn. 

So then the malicious man's heart it is a 
houfe for a fpirit of envy, and the unchafte 
man's heart it is a houfe for a fpirit of unclean- 
nefs, and the heart of a drunkard it is a houfe 
for a devil with many heads, becaufe the iin of 

• ■ ■ 

drunkennefs it will hatch the cockatrice's eggs 
and fo bring a thoufand other fms or ferpents, 
and yet thefe men may have a fpirit of pride, a 
flattering devil in them, whereby they are led 
to fay, God is in us. But to thufe I do reply, 
O deluded men, you know not what a God you 
worfhip; but it is the god of this world that 
dwells in you, though you may be profperous, 
and you are daily growing rich with the wealth 
of this world, and you have now your feveral 
pleafant palaces for your feafonable dwellings, 
and each of them are a fumptuous houfe, with 
rooms genteelly furnifhed, and fair parlours ; 
and fo you are like Eglon that miferable king 
of Moab, Judg. iii. 20. And though you have 
all thif, yet you yourfelves are empty houfes and 
loathfome, foul parlours for an unclean fpirit to 
dwell in. 

But much more than all this, O unthinking 
men, how lamentable it is to fee thefe bats, I 
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mean, impieties; and this owl, I mean, iih- 

penitency ) and with that foul -con fuming, de- 
vouring vulture, I mean, greeoinefs of fin; yet 
thefe three have their dwelling in that once no- 
ble manilon, which God, the Lord of hofts, he 
built it a good pahce for himfelf. But O An- 
cient houfe, whither (hall 1 begin to defcribe 
thee and thy prefent ruinous ftate ; for thou art 
ill-governed, becaufe fatan is in thee, and be is 
thy lord and governs thee. But, 
• Firft, I begin with the door of the heart, be- 
caufe, as fome men fay, it is the iirft thing that 
livetb in us, and it is the ilrongeft principle in 
our nature, and fo it is the laft thing that dieth 
in us. And now, if the heart is empty of God's 
refidence, then the houfe it becomes empty of 
due obedience to God and his Chrift. So when 
fatan comes to this his houfef, and he finds the 
door of the heart it is open at all times to all, 
but God ; fo by the fall fatan finds man's free-- 
will it i& a large hall for covetoufnefs. But in 
all this old palace, there is not a room for cha* 
rity, which is love, to dwell in. So if we 
defcend a little lower, to man's afFeiStiohs and 
flrength, from whence daily comes opprefSons 
and cruelty to the poor ; and fo then fatan finds it 
as a kitchen, where the lands, livings and lives 
of godly, poor men are drefTed as fumptuous food 
for bloody and ungodly, rich men's tables $ and 

the 



[ 131 J 
it be the lord of lies, yet he is a king, and hath 
command in hell. So, to enlarge his dominion, 
he ftrives to fteal away the hearts of carelefs 
men from feeking God, that great King of If- 
lael, the Lord of heaven and all the earth. But 
now we may fee why it ia that fatan doth fo 
niuch affeft this his old houfe; there he is fure 
to find an honourable reception with good cheer 
and a thoufand welcomes, with large fires with 
luft, to warm him, and a table furniflied with 
cruelties and all manner of impieties, to feaft 
iatan and his guefts. And here he finds alfo a 
bed of uncleannefs for him, and all that are 
with him. So he finds it is better^^for him to 
be here than to walk in dry places, where wick- 
ednefs is become too barren a land to yield him 
pleafure and fpread his table, and oppofitions 
are too violent to give him reft or peace. 

But I fay again. Do you perceive now fatan's 
refolution f His revolution and defcription of 
his houfe, and his afiFe£iion to his old feat ? And 
if you fee it in all this, be fure you look well at 
his intention, and this fhall guide you to an 
open view of his wicked invention. So he comes 
and he finds all is making a compleat prepara- 
tion for fatan's entertainment; and this doth 
confift in his houfe being made clear, ^lean and 
furnifhed. 

Firft) It is clear, becaufe he finds it empty. 

SecondlY^ 



Secondly, Clean, that he may make an out- 
ward (how of holinefs, or handfomcnefs. So 
he finds it is fwept. And, 

Thirdly, Becaufe a wicked man Is here called 
an houfc furnifhed, and opened to a returning 
devil. So now he finds it richly adorned, it is 
garnifhed ; for when the calls of the Soirit of 
grace, and the love of the truth, have forfaken 
a man, then he may know his fins have made 
him an empty houfe, though it were once called 
the houlc of God, and fo a houfe of prayer; 
now it is made indeed a den of the fouleft 
thieves. 

So here the devil (hall find in this man all a 
giving place at his coming. So there is no want 
of making room. And if there is left in this 
man in this houfe a few imprefllons of God's 
word, thefe are but inmates or lodgers, they are 
warned to be gone, and they fliall all turn out, 
left by their flaying they ftiould rife up and take 
up arms, and flab or moleft the devil ; for now 
none muft flay in or live here, but thofe who 
fatan left to keep houfe while he walked out. 
Some of the chief of thefe villainous thieves, 
they arc thefe, natural unbelief, forfaking the 
way of truth, rcftleflhefs, inftability, flander of 
the godly, and ill-will, and a fpirit of {lumber. 
Thefe now may flay here and keep houfe, till 
their lord is come ; for thefe are fliadows, and 

they 
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xScvc^ 2LTe ^ true refemblance of fatan himfelf; 
and though he fhould find a thoufand of thefe 
dwelling here when he comes, yet doth he re- 
pute the houfe no lefs empty ; for becaufe the 
God of truth, the word of truth, and the love 
the truth, dwells not here, fo fatan finds in 
this man an empty houfe ; and he that will not 
feek God, he is an empty houfe. But now fa- 
tan muft have it made cleanly. And fo with a 
(hew of j;oodnefs, plaufibility to receive him. 
So now the devil would have a fwecping, dull- 
ing work, the which is a law- work. For when 
at the preaching of Mofes, the word in the 
fpirit of the law of works it comes into this 
man, and it ftirs in him much of the duft of 
natural convictions, but no love to converfion. 
For as a broom, by the moving and quick 
fweeping, it fiirreth and raifeth up difagreeable 
duft in a large old houfe, fo that lookers-on 
may call it clean ; but when the broom is done 
moving, and fo the broom is taken out or laid 
afide, then the duft it is done rifing, then it 
falls and it fettles, and all in the houfe are ^% 
difcommoded and worfe than ever. So becaufe 
the blood of Chrift it was not fprinkled iirft on 
the floor, or the grace of love in a foundation- 
work, therefore all is yet the worfe, though the 
broom, or natural convictions, are often fweep- 
ing, yet the man is not renewed, Gen. xxvii. j8. 

M So 
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^o YS^^x may he often crying, butjretheivmair 
itvY-Uu ft'A\j Afts xxiv. 25. And fo thcfe men^ 
like Felix, may be often trembling; but the 
duft that it fwept and left in the corner, that is 
their wilful, hidden (ins; thcfe will rife again 
and choak them at the laft. 

"'^ -But now this black prince of infernal dark- 
lief^ he is come to this his houfe. he finds it is 

' empty ; for true faith (he is fatan's mortal ene- 
my, (he hath now left the door of this houfe, 
and (he is gone ; and her (ifter, which is well 
known to all the fons of God, by that honour- 
able name of Gofpel-Obedience, or love and 
good works. And becaufe (he (byed a little in 
the houfe of this black apoftate, they have feized 
on her and chained her, and condemned her for 
to be offered up 1 daily facrifice at the will of 
this unclean fpirit. And (hat lovely and lively 
youth, Mr. Good-hope, who often came to. fee 
this houfe; and at the firfl he was received as 
a welcome vifiter, and fo he was many a time 
received in at the door of this houfe with joy ; 
but now, and long ago, the limb$ and fons of fa- 
tan they have done him wrong, and plaufibly.they 
have given him an ill charader. And (b of this 
houfe the door is now (hut again({ him^ So then in 
this houfe, the abfcnce of Mr. Gbbdrhope gives 
more pleafute than ever bis preftnoeiWere joy- 
' us. And fatan fin'ds it is a fwept houfe, the 

duft 
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duft IS quiet, and Good-hope, fatan's antago- 
nift, he has left the door, and he is gone. But 
now this difcontented lord of lies, he wants 
more than a clear riddance of whatfoever would 
difcontent him. Nay, he counts all this pre- 
paration to be- too mean and (lender for him, 
fo great a prince ; and when expected home. 
Therefore to compleat the whole, for his owa 
pleafure and man's deftrudion, alas ! he would 
have it, and fo he finds it, it is garnifhed. And 
fuppofe he finds it hung and adorned with gay 
tapeftry, or as fome think finely painted. £ut 
I add to this, that fatan, in all this wicked 
man or wicked houfe, here he r finds ^ari^UurCy 
that is to fay, furniture, here he finds all. this 
houfe is garniCied. And now could you think 
what this empty houfe of the devil it is gar- 
nifhed with, for I am fure that ttts word Gar- 
nifh it is fpoken of to us by the holy mouth of 
. Chrlft the unerring truth. And in this word I 
do fee, there is a great deal more than I caa 
fully explain of penetratin-, truth confirming 
meaning in it. But though 1 cannot come at it 
fully, yet be not offended with me, but bear 
with my weaknefs a little, and, >God helping me 
to op n this to you, I will do what I can. 

So then fatai) finds this houfe it is garnifhed. 
By this I fee fomething of the pride and difcon- 
tent of the devil, he will bear no want; all 

M % muft 



t^x Vv\s ipur]^r€^ all xna:^ ke^ fu^njQfGfL Sd db 
'^t'wWA txp*pHDd,tlji^vi;ordj9^'''«{ture or'&ttiii 
ture under tt^i^fe tl)re^{if>rcipFfia<Hie] thoigk.t^n 
The firft we>.vvill c^l^iffi^Jtir^lAojuvcnieficJ 
that is, 2^ . put^^^^iiiow iflji^a:. coimflcridat): 
form of godline&,-wtea it ^a]L^fervr>thirjna 
fhheV For ple^rwr^^.qr profit, £g'wlien fc^im 
rSfigion is crLed,.up, he is the man, for he hi 
it, when Kligion (h^ll fell his commodity, g< 
Win^fViends, Jjjjids, or livings. .This is ti 
itiwA', 'he has got it, though he is miftable a 
all the* good ways ofihe putward v^tyorfliip < 
God*; and this makes him to-be a garniihc 
houfe. And fo the eafy and large "attain men 
he 'hzi gained in the pleafures of fm, thoug 
not joined to the openly prophane; yet tb 
bloWs'hfm up with vain-glory, as. a bladder ■ 
filhd with wind, fo is this man's. afftflioris, fi 
the l^ove of h»s foul fwims on that dead fea,^loi 
of p'eafure, and the praife of men, more tha 
God ; to this is joined, the love of this work 
And therefore it is that I have faid, natun 
convcniency, this is fome of that gay, cleiir;i 
ble furniture for the deviKs houfe. But, 
; Secondly, In princely furniture there mii 
need be ornamental fafhion and curjofuy j^an 
fo I gather it is here meant a fa(hion«iUe •^oi 
in a pompous proftfCon, with a warm attadi 

mer 
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ment to a blind zcaled (e& of biiman formg, 
tnd for a rdigioiu curiofity, and this is to be 
unftable in the foul^ and run from the truth, 
and to to the reading of all forts of books, and 
then run with a curious ear, and fo with a fro- 
thy^ decein;d heart, from one preacher or church 
to another, and by thit means, with plaufible 
taleSf beguUing other unftable fouls. So. 
thefe men they are fafhionabiy and curioufly 
furnifiied for the devil. And fo I. do take it, 
that an outward mode with a retigtous curiofity, 
in a dry formal worlbip, joined with an itching 
car, a greedy.eye, and a gracclefs heart; Again 
I fay,, thefe are the fccond part of this furniture- 
in this houfe, and fo they are fatan's priacely. 
furniture. And, 

Thirdly, This garniture it muft have irt ca<^. 
|Kicity,.and be kept in order, for its ufefulneis. 
And this I take to be the friendfliip of.thts 
|[pirld, with a cruel and double mind, holding 
Ih' and carrying a refervation from the truth, 
and (b.yielding much pl^afure and profit to the. 
father of lyes. And, therefore, my dear Lord 
^^(ua-Chrift he might well fay,, that fa tan finds . 
this his gamiAied houfe. . 

But now. take it thus, as it goes all together^. 
1m I think it may be well obferved, that while 
fttan he was gone out of this man, there was a 
vaiaaocy and an abfence of his power, and Co 

M.J ' ^^^-^v 
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ifcvwt tc\\£\\t te much of felf-ab/Hneace /fom Ai- 
ward evW purpofes and outward gro/s impieties. 
But it is as true, that there'\^as not an hearty live- 
linefs, or there wanted a ' chearfulnefs in the 
pradlical part of true' godlin^fs ; fo that in a lit- 
tle time after he had heard the good word with 
joy. Matt. xiii. 20. then the much-'pleafing 
and childifh defires of hearing the word thrs dies 
away, and To the heart it became as carnally 
deluded with childifh, pleadng, lying vanities^ 
Jonah ii. 8. or eafc in worldiy, profitable fins; 
from this follows a coldnefs and a withdrawing 
by a little and a little from the ufe of week- day 
fermons and outward duties. And now the way 
to heaven it is flighted, and God's children they 
are looked but coldly on. So all the ways of 
God they are counted cofily and tedious and 
troublefome, are become all the works of goi- 
linefs. But Chrift the truth hath faid. This is 
an empty houfe, fitted for a returning devil/^ 
But ftay, O reader, why fliould you ftart at 
this man*s ftate ? I tell you, he refufcd the love 
of the truth, the love of God. So God is de- 
parted, the glory is gone up, Ezek. ix. 3. Ahd 
it is no wonder if this empty houfc, or ufelcfs 
veffel of difhonour, it (hall never be exalted to 
honour. An J yet from this f am bold to fty, 
that I am fure that this ftate or reingrefs of fe- ' 
tan, it can never thus befal the children ©f Gofd. 

And 
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And becaufe in them of God the foul at the 
firft. receives it9 regenerate or new life, a part 
of which is the grace of living faith, good hope 
^nd love undefiled. And thefe have their per- 
petual refidence in the new*born or regenerate 
foul. And from him they are never abfent all 
together, but fo if that one grace be tempted by 
fatan, and allured out to a (hort dlfcontinuance, 
yet the other two, like heavenly twins, they are 
ftirred up, and will lay the fafter hold on Chrift 
and on the foul, and fo keep their infallible, 
unmoveable pofTeffion, Rom. viii. 39. And with 
'ihore than manful, but with an unconquered 
fttfength, they do repel the force, and fo they 
keep out fatan. Nay, I can fay more than this, 
to the praife of God for Jefus Chrift ; for if love 
and good hope do receive a wound, and they 
are driven back and be conftrained to retire, 
and fo to be hid for a time in the garriion of 
"the foul, yet now moft courageous living faith 
he would arifc, and with the I'word cf the Spirit 
he is more bi ilk and powerful tijan ever. So 
herewith he keeps the heart, or ^e defciuls tha 
door from all the afTiuIts and crafts of the dcvii. 
And therefore I do think, that the chil ren of 
God, while thev are here on e;irih, we may fi:y 
of them, as we do of the moon in the firma- 
ment, (he hath her light iide and her dark fidi , 
her increafe and her dureafe^ yea, and wuca 
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ihe hath her greateft light, then doth ihe Ihoir 
you her daric fpots ; yet cone but foola will 
contemn her, and none but dogs of the niglit 
bark at her, or defpife the light of the moon 
becaufe of her fpots. But a wife man will con* 
fider and fay with himfelf. This moon (he is 
God's glorious light ; though flie hath her 
fpots, fhe never doth go backward, but (he ever 
doth go forwards. 

And fo I fay it is with the children of God^ 
but they do not go backward, though it is but 
from a little ftrength to an increafiag ftrength^ 
yet they do always go forward, and fo onwtnl 
to their bleiTed conjunction, to meet their hfU^ 
venly Father, and Jefus Chrift the only living 
and true God, this is their ]ife eternal, John 
xvii. 3. Yet I know that as in the air ftorms 
and tempefts bring up thick darknels and wan- 
dering clouds, and this hides much of the lively 
warmth of the fun, or chearing light of the 
mocn from us. And it may be often fo with 
regard to the people of God ; for through much 
reproach, poverty, tribulation or perfecution,. 
fl^c rnis of flanJer may be raifcd up; and thefe 
will produce the unwelcome changes and dark. 
alterations, with light afflidions in life. Gen. 
I xxxix. 15. And none but him that feels this,., 
can tell what this is. When he feels any affile* 
tions of confcience, at this he is grieved and 

wounded. 



[ »4i ) 

• ■ ■ • ■ ■ ■ 

mhtindS to the heart, he hath pierced Kitnk}l 
i^{(% fohows, becaufe he hath grieved the Holy 
Spfift of God, therefore dpth riature's dark fpots 
nbie'Oiow themrelves;'at>d to bimfelf, and alfo 
tc/'tfthers7 it appears that the graces of the good 
Spirit bf God they are now ot)fcured> in a ftormj. 
witli ^irffibus. clouds^ apd tiii hiding of God's 
fide,' fb walking ' in darknefs, feeling after God, 
he mourns. . . .,•;«. 

*BAtf nW look yonder, and behold the feed 
o^ibiA of iiam,' they are ever bufy, they are all 
eye/^^y Vir^ iall ear, at the firft, to know, and 
tlfcSr*fr£ht9(nlY ffjorting themfelves in expofing 
tht ^ot8,^^nd fp uhcovering^ the fhame of the 
m^nitifrrs o^'Cfirift. But God's word witneffeth, 
arfd I l^aVe feeh ft, that Noah's curfe it follows 
thefe ilien. Gen. ix. 25. and they fhall always 
have their reward. But with regard to our 
ownfeives at this time, the evidences which flow 
to us from the graces of God, the Lord's good 
Spirit, thefe indeed are obfcured in a thick 
cloud, whereby we walk in darknefs, and we 
cannot now fenfibly perceive that our God hath 
loved us with an everlafting love, Jer. xxxi. 3, 
And our feelings they now tell us, that the gra- 
tes of good hope, patience and zeal, thefe are 
retired into the foul. So feelings have their 
abfence, but God is faithful, merciful and good, 
tnd therefore we muft hot take this child of 



God for to mnpiy boofe; forflRN^ aitfogyfc 
€is luifti 001 flmpwd thcafUvet <b Ifvdjr, iMr 
faaAire«8iiitiiiies;paft» jtt they W; ^ wjywi 
tired into .tbegcKQy foult and fe to a^AliJlHir 
ftroqger^ miu^ bdp Imt to «rtit«ii«i4 Of MlH 
Lord her Qod. Aatf.God liatkfrid>i^«l.|f% ; 
-*< Thefe never JbaV te coofounM ibifrinV ; 
renew dieb ftrengdi^ fuid the Loid he wU I^M 
diem tMit sgain/' t* 

So.then in tbia building, or^leaiple oflUpd* i 
living iatth. and good hope flnll pmri^ ^Aftlr4hi|j( 
hft daytare their btftdayi, jee fwd tlMMMlM 
days. And then lote mB tit -feauiiiillii^ ijih 
^ glorious, tbleffed^ fluning iones } then A»dMI 
fpread her mighty wings, and acoompoiiy <^ 
godly foul home; and t^ welcome into km* 
ven the glorified body. 

So then from tbi^ to •vie it ti ckar^ th«|4M 
brighteft graces have their abatement. Biitin 
the regqierate man there cannot be that twyti * 
ae& as in the wicked.; but yet I do owa ^ % 
cetlation, but I will not own to a deflitntpofi <^ 
grace in the godl v And now, if Gkxl .haa fi^iIed 
you with the invifihle mark of bis boIy-&Ni(itt 
then bt hath made that which was iav^lfi^ it 
is now to you evidenced, dear and yifible»i;i}QlMI 

5. 10. W' . 

Now then ftrive to (how to all the w()rld l^Mt 
you are God's boufe^ and j(b np -emj?^^ ^idufiv 
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Therefore let this vifible mark be feen ; and 
this is a vifible mark, GaL vi* lb. " While we 
have! therefore time, let us .do good unto all 
men, but cfpecially unto them wlych arc.of the 
houfliold of faith." And fo to prove how pfiuch 
you do love God, by the opening your heart 
Unto him, and opening your mouth i^r hb 
caufe and his mipiflers, and willingly to op^n 
your hands to the comforting of his poor chil- 
-dren. 

And further,' let this vifible mark be feen, 
diat you are careful always, and before the face 
nof all men, to love and reverence God's holy 
' day,-Ifa. Iviii. 13. or the Lord's day. Rev. i. 10. 
.•,in itto indulge no thoughts but godly thoughts, 
.read no books but godly books, fpeak few words 
but godly words, receive willingly no friends 
\ .but godly friends, do no works but godly works 
'of honouring God in works of mercy, love and 
--. neceffity. Becaufe this is a holy keeping of the 
'- Lord's day, and therefore in God's fight it fhall 
profit you ; this fhall be more advantage to you 
than all the dead forms of prayer, or lukewarm 
' preparation-books, made and prefented to you 
by human policy; But as for this' man's reli- 
gion it fhall profit him nothing who knows not 
God, while he feeks to pleafure himfelf, or to 
pleafe his earthly fenfes. And fo he is tofTed 
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up and down, inftead of fccking the power of 
God to change hia heart. 

And noiv ttiis brings mc to confider what tbis 
unclean fpirit he docli arter this his ingrefs or 
retu'n. I mean to Cay, as in verfc the 45th [then 
he goerh] not out of the man as he did beforf, 
but he goech into the heart, anJ he learcheth 
the palGons, anii corrupteth all the intentions of 
this black Gnner thus left of God. And when 
fuch a man Is left of Goti» ihcie is none thai 
can hinder. So then with a deeper impreffion 
of this true but wofu] pofieifion, fatan he goeth 
in. And now he commands, and forthwith wiih 
halle he will have it. So he makes more room foi 
more devils. And again he goeth within the 
free-wilt and the affedions, and fp hfi turp^ 
into all the intentions of this man, An4 (lOlf 
he will open the windows and the dooff of d^l.^ 
houfc, that he may look out for to layite.aad: 
call in tnore deviU. % . . 

But now he goeth, and. he ia lik^ a catdpo{|e , 
or bailifF, wliio when he hath taken hit prUooer, ■. 
then he is proud of his office and power. So. h? 
ftnits and he calls in hit followers, and fo (»- > 
eth fataif now, and in the pteafuru of ttn, *s ■( -^ 
the door of the heart loudly he calla in ^ ' 
followers, the princes of devUs. And again.lMi. 
goeth, and he fears this man's confcience. ifmi -. 
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HOW this man is nearly done^ for bscaufe at thi:^ 
:he (inner he is pad feeling, £ph. iv. 19. So he 
feels not the (harp fword of the word, but he is 
alffloft dead, though he fits under a moft povirer* 
fill, lively, ufeful preacher, yet he feels it not. 
And now. though he doth fin knowingly, wiU 
lingly, and greedingly, yet he feels it not* And 
here fatan lays a ftumbling-block, and as though 
it were covered with fnow, for it lays for the 
fall of more unbelieving and unftable fouls. 
And fo this makes much work for more devils ; 
for if thefe fin without feeling, and die eafy. 
without repenting, the ignorant think they die 
happy, and fo they are ftumbled at the truth, 
and fatan hath deceived them altogether* 

And now the devil, having thus chained and 
bound the inward man fo with pleafure, he fees 
that his goods are fafe. Therefore now, as the 
ftrong man armed, he keeps the houfe of the 
foul, the which is our mortal body or the out- 
ward man ; fatan he keeps it, though not by 
temperance to preferve it, but for the abufe and 
immoderate ufe of all the good creatures of 
God, and fo he makes the man to deftroy his 
own body. And now again he gocth, and he 
brings a chain of difeafes, and thefe are the con- 
fequences of fin ; and fo fatan calls on death, 
and he invites the grave to come and take and 

N kcci[) 
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keep with him a full pofleffion of this ruinous 
houfe or wafting body. 

But now and laftly, he goeth, and as chough 
he could not bring this man to hell faft enough, 
fo then he taketh unto him feven other fpirits, 
that is to fay, he calleth or he taketh, becaufe 
he hath made room for thefe who are of his own 
nature or houihold, and therefore with him to 
dwell in this his houfe, this unclean fpirit will 
have feven more^ devils, though I take it to be 
a certain number is put for an uncertain, and 
fo by feven fpirits is now intended a monftrous 
number of grofs enormities or capital ftns. I 
think the terror of death is one, and the grave's 
power over the body, thefe are two of the num- 
ber ; for the ftiiig of death is fin, and the grave 
hath its power to torment the wicked, and gives 
them a foretiifte of hell. And fo as though, they 
were in hell already, fo the grave's power over 
the body, this drives the wicked from their long 
old, vain hope, fo they run even to defpair. 
But a wicked fpirit filling the heart and mouth 
of this man with the love of making bantering 
or flanderous lyes. And becaufe this fpirit 
working in the man it altereth the (hape of his 
fpeech, it maketh him like the devil. Aiid fo 
I take this to be another of thefe feven devils. 
And becaufe a fpirit of apoftafy it makes this 

man 
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man wickedly hardened in heart againft God 
the Lord, and envious againft good men, while 
he fiieth in a rage and ftorms againft the means 
of grace. And therefore I alfo take this to.be 
another of thefe feven devils. Likewife to dif- 
femble with the truth, and having a double 
heart, this. leads men into that foul-damning fin 
the fin of hypocrify. And becaufe this fafliions 
the wicked into a compleat image of the devil, 
therefore I do think this is a powerful priiKc of 
darknefs, and -alfo one of thefe fevcn devils. 
And now you may think of the reft as you fee 
them. But this number feven it may alio- be 
taken for many fins in one, becaufe we do find 
that Mary Magdalene ftic had at one time in 
her feven devils whom Chrift caft out. But tiiis 
man he now. hath in him eight devils, and ycc 
he is left of God. And thefe, as all wicked f|-i- 
rits, they are full of tormenting temptations 
and of tyranny, malice and mifery. So Chrni: 
teftifies that this man has an apoftate in hin.- 
felf. So he fliall have mifery upon mifery in 
this life; and then to him death ftiall open thti 
door of deeps upon deeps of darknefis unthouwlit 
of, and of unutterable, endlefs torments. And 
while death is ftruggling, he keeps cutting life's 
filver cord, Ecclef. xii. 6. And fo death he is 
forcing and thrufting the foul out of the body. 

N 2 Now 
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Now then let us think fomewhat on thefe up- 
tradings that fh all meet the wicked, when he <j 
is wading in the floods of ifeath. Suppofe him 
the laft departing angel, or minifter, thus fay- 
in<r^ O wretched, fallen man, thus left of God ! 
and becaufe you received not the love of the 
truth in the obeying the word of God, fo hath 
(jcvl Jeft you ru your own carnal, fallen fpirit, 
that while your own fpirit did fo often move 
vour body and all your joints into the adions of 
\^ ckrdnefs, then did other more wicked fpirits 
■■< >«r.e unto you, and did perfecute your fallen 
iii'.r.it drawing and driving it into the very 
Muckcrfl fins of forfaking God and his Chrift, 
:ind this maketh thee, O miferable man, thou 
]i.\i\ ludone thyfcif, and this devil he hath un- 
oone thee for ever and ever, becaufe thou (halt 
have no releafe from this thy houfe of bondage, 
no, nor thou (halt have no deceafe from the 
body of this death. O thou heiplefs, fruitlefs, 
faithlefs, but heaven- daring and God-provo- 
klrxr finner, a houfe for devils. 

But now and once further thou art an in- 
habitant with devils and wicked men for ever. 
Therefore look thou once more, and again be- 
hold, as you go to your own place, fee that to 
ymi and by this laft ficknefs it may be unex- 
pected, but death has now opened the door and 

ibowed 
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flioved you deeps of darknefd ; in it tie f&rccth 
thee to go where there i$ no ]ight^ and there 
thou (halt hstve torments, but; no deqreafe of 
anguiih forever, O whata.woful fiate.is this 
laft; ftate of this inan ! 

And fo then I conclude it ipay be the woeful 

cafe of m^ny unthinking iianers, as it wa9 with 

one that I vifited fome years ago thus fallen into 

the arms of death in fuch a. woeful, ftate as I 

have defcribed, and as near .as poHible the. very 

pi£hire of that that you have juft read, who 

in the prefence of myfelf and many others, (he 

now. broke out with this doleful lamentation, 

laying. Thirty and one years God hath given 

oie to repent of my fins, and to do good to the 

people of God ; but, O wretched fmner I am, 

I never repented of my fins, nor ferved God one 

year nor one month, nor one day in all my life, 

nor one good adtion to a child of God have I 

•done, but I have faid wicked things againft 

them falfly, and I have caufed fome of them to 

have much trouble. But now all is gone, all 

IS over with me for ever^ and then with a little 

ftrug^ing now^ (he ends her life, and her foul 

it comes forth, uttering thefe her laft words: 

I fee your light, but i muft turn into darknefs^ 

I muft have dacrknefs, O darknefs^ horrible: 

^arxiief<il 

N 3 Buti 
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.But now I mufl return to my fubje£}:* . So 
then as the nature of God is love, even fo the 
nature of God is light, John i. 5, and he giveth 
light to all the Tons of God ; but fatan he is the 
prince of darknefs, and he works this his nature 
of darknefs into the heart and practices of the 
children of difobedience, Eph. ii. 2. but dark- 
nefs cannot dwell with light, becaufe thefe are 
contrary to each other. So then as the word le- 
gion it figniftcs thoufands in one, as in Luke viii. 
30. there are now in this j^arnifhed houfe alfo 
other feven fpirits, and they are crept inta it for 
to have their dwelling there, and fo perhaps toin- 
creafc their number, as from one to eight. And 
if Gcd permit, why not from eight to a thoufand 
in one ? And fo I do think it is meant, that by 
this addition of the number feven, it fignifies to 
us an abundance of foul defiling, man-deftroy- 
inn: fins, or growing iniquities; for fatan works 
with theie to give the man a fliorter journey into 
hell. 

And now we miift endeavour to (hew you 
for.ie part of the behaviour of theJe feven new- 
comtr.*;. But I fay, alas ! O forrowful man, 
n»y foul ib grlevM for thee. I would to God 
thefe had never come at all ; yet I fay again, 
woe to the roan, if he may be calFd a man, in 
whom they dwell; becaufe our Saviour, th^ 

Lord 
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Lord Jefus, he maketh thi« appear to us, by our 
feeing and fo confidering, fomething of the na- 
ture of thefe feven, as we are told of their ma- 
lice i for nature MORE WICKED, that is to 
fay, they are called more wicked, becaufe they 
make the pofTefTed man that he taketh more plea- 
fur&in finning, and fo by the cuftom of fmning 
he haih lefs remorfe, and fo of courfe he becomes 
more hardened, and therefore he is more wicked 
than ever he was before, and fo now thefe feven 
make him daily more and more like unto the 
devil. So then we may fee the deep fnow it is 
melted, and, alas ! it is gone. Perhaps you 
thought now to have feen, by the ufe of the 
means, a manured garden with bloo^ning violets 
of foul-comforting, living faith, and the grow- 
ing lilies, the fweet evidences of God's everlaft- 
ing love; but O, this man's zeal for religion it 
was like the fnow, it was all white to the eye, 
and to the feelings it was cold, and it was warm 
while it lafted, but the fnow is melted, and now 
it is gone, fight and feelings together. So be- 
hold, for inflead of a fweet garden made by a 
godly con verfation, now we fee he is purvious, and 
fo nature's flirking dunghill appears, and there- 
fore, woe to the man, or minifter, who wilhGod's 
word as an inftrument, if he fhall attempt to open 
this dunghill; he fhall not find it a garden, but% 

foul^ 
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(o\3N,(At\\^ ViaVitation, bringing forth krpents a 
toads, that is to fay, tyranny said msdice. 

And fo this man he grows daily more an 

more wicked, and thefe feven other fpirits the 

are more wicked than the iirft; but yet you mu 

know, that though it i$ one and the fame ill 

yet there is a g'eat deal of difference in the di: 

ferent men's committing of it. For it is writtf 

of that blefled, cbofen ytSt\^ called the friend > 

God and father of the faithful, Abrahac 

through covetous defire and being weak in fait 

he falls twice fufpicioufly, Gen« ^ii* i j. ^* Sa 

I pray thee, that thou art my fifter, that I. mi 

fare well for thy fake ; and that my life may 

preferved . by thee." And again, Gcii. xx. 

and yet God doth not bring evil on him, 

blame, him once for this. — But Abraham I 

prays for Abimelech, for his wife, and for b 

fervants ; and God did receive prayer, and ] 

bleiTed them for Abraham's fake, ver. 17. b 

now. bichold for Gehazi, he falls but once ai 

that only of covetous deiire, and fo it is tl 

fame An ; and yet Gchazi he is reproved of Go 

and fo he is curfed with a lafting curfe, and a 

fo he is caft out from the fervice of God ai 

the prefence of his minifler, or mafter, 2 Kin 

5. 27. now then, though it is the fame fau 

vet it is more wicked in Gehazi than it was. 

god 
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godly Abraham. And by this I do mean to fay, 
that there are degrees in fins, and likeivife a dif- 
ference in tinners, and fo, confequently we may 
be fure there are degrees of punifhments. 

And though this firH devil he is called ah un- 
clean fpirit, and I have endeavoured to fliew you 
foipewhat of thefe mifchiefs which he daily doth 
unto man ; but as for thefe feven fpirits, they are 
wprfe. Aiid our Lord Jefus he is that true wit- 
nefs, and he hath told us this already ; and by 
the judgment of truth, it fliall be clearly feen 
and fiilly known hereafter. Matt. 5. 22. that 
is to fay, that an angry fpirit it is one of the 
.^oft wicked fpirits of hell ; and becaufe it leads 
ort, and it feeds on the natural afFe£tions, there- 
fore our Lord he fays, this makes that man he is 
liable to judgment. And again he fays, a pro- 
voking fpirit it is as wicked a devil, becaufe a 
prbvoking fpirit in this nian it works the eye to 
luft, and fo the eye it is no more a fingle eye ; 
but it is a fin-provoking gefture of the body, fo it 
draws on the afft<^ions of lookers-on j and fo, 
being flirrcd up or provc^ed by this more wicked 
fpirit, others, though unthinkingly, they are 
now brought 10 a6X in the fame wicked geflure of 
the body ; and yet it matters not whether this 
wicked gefture is fighting for money, race run- 
ning, dancing, cock-fighting, or whatfoe^r 

gaming. 
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gaming; becaufe in the end the wicked thty'z 
(hall all know, that this their bodily exercife it f 
{hall profit them nothing; but yet this fhall makej 
the wicked man daily to be more wicked, and fo 
it (Hall drag him to the puniihment of a coun- 
cil, that Is to fay, of three and twenty good men. 
But -the judgment of God upon foul and body, 
it is yet to come. 

And now then Jefus Chrifl, this good prea- , 
cher, he clearly fhoweth us, that there is yet a ' 
more wicked fpirit than the former two, that is, 
a malicious, railing, deceitful fpirit, verfe 7. 
For becaufe this makes the finner, that of all 
linners he is worthy of hell fire. 

So then to me it is now clear, why it (hall go 
worfe with Chorazin and Bethfaida, than with 
Tyre and Sidon. And yet thefe laft were faid 
to be already in hell, and that for their fins. 
For though the unpleafant wages of all unpar- 
doned fins brings everlafting death, yet there 
are fome fms fhall feel the fling and tor- 
ments of that death more violent and terrifying 
than others. And fo our Lord he tells Pilate, 
*' He that delivered me unto thee, hath the 
greater fin," John xix. ii. Therefore I think, 
you will own that it is more wicked to thieve 
in the houfe of God, than to do the fame wick- 
cdnefs in a play- houfe, or on the high-way. 
And therefore I do conclude, thefe other feven 

devik 
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^«^Vi* tVve^ we more wicked, becaa/e they make 
x}cv^ &t\utt more daringly wicked, hardened, and 
infeSing of others. And therefore it is that I 
(Matlock) fay. Let all them that (hall read this 
book pray conftantly, faithfully and fervently, that 
the Almighty God he would daily keep and fave 
you from that common but growing fin, that feif- 
pleaiing fin of ingratitude. For now we fee the 
the (late of him, I mean this man, he would 
not be thankful to God, for his. mercy in expel- 
ling one unclean fpirit. So here we find him 
thus left of God, and peflered and poflefled with 
feven more wicked fpirits. Truly it is a heavy 
voice given againfl them that fay, ** They have 
eaten and drunk in the prefence of Chrift, and 
have heard him teach in their flreets, Luke xiii. 
2, 6. that is to fay, I have often feafled with 
God's people at God*s communion-table. And. 
I have heard this Chrif): preached often in our 
pulpits, but alas ! what is it when the unthank- 
ful finners on the Lord's day at night, they may 
fit down « and can only fay. Well, I have heard 
(bund preaching to-day. If this h aJi, you have 
bad, then you have had but a );oor day of 
it. For if you have not felt that heart-foftening 
power, or the finger of God writing on your 
heart ; I fay then, the word preached was not 
mixed with living faith in your heart, though 
you^ heard it* So then the word dies away from 
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'^tm. Jii^wbeD'tbu uyourSate^ A 
though you hxil heud, read and prayed 
Yea, and therefore we have much caul 
unto you* We have piped ; but you I 
faavcd fo fliff' and To Aillco you would 
joice at God's falvation, nor give glorj 
in the higheffl, fo you have not danced 
then, and alfo wt have mourned unto you. 
laid before you the ncceffity of forrow 
of Aq, we have fpread before you man 
miferiei of man's body and foul in the 
fecond death. We have mourned fory 
endeavoured to (how you, that God ii 
he il coming to meet you, and to take vc 
on you. But you have behaved fo ut 
you would not believe, though men i 
dared it unto you. So you have turn 
to your merchandize, to your pompou 
ftnd worldly pleafurc, but for the Aatc 
foul you have not wept. So then to 
have preached in vain. And yet I (ay, 
and talce a timely care, ]e& it Ihould b< 
fo. O talce fome thought of your poor 
ffioital ibul, leQ fevcn devils are waitin 
permiffion'to come into and dwell' in y 
lb to bind and blind, and for ever ua 
Then will your laft flace be worfe t 
firft. 
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Bot as for me, I muft keep going on. So to 
{how fomethin^^-fnore of. the wicked nature of 
thefe feven devils. And, 

Firft,^ I tell you, that he who is a Qod in 
mercy, alfo he is a God In juflice. Therefore 
henrill meet the wicked in a narrow place, that 
is to fay, he! (hall be taken and entangled with 
enticing (ins of omiflion, fins of pleafure, and 
fins of profit ;' and fo God in juftice (hall meet 
him in that narrow place, contempt of mercy. 
And for this Gf>d now admits a ftrongcrdelu- 
fion of thefe devils, not to make thefe men two- 
fold more the children of hell, as being profc- 
lytes. Matt, xxiii. 15. but fevenfold as devils. 
So thefe, while they are here on earth, they do 
the will and work of devils, becaufe their be- 
witched bodies and deceived or infatuated fouls 
ffliall flave or do Tcrvice unto him that murders 
his fervants both body and foul. Indeed fuch 
men are like AHAZ, 2 Chron. xxviii. 23. He 
did facrifices to the gods of Damafcus, and they 
linote him. But now Ahaz he is left of (Jod 
to be more wicked than ever he was before. 
So then more wicked devils enter into the kinf, 
and they bring him to bow down too, and fo 
he wo'fhips them. And now more devils entrr 
into him, and fo they make him more wicked. 
Now Ahaz makes open war againft the God of 
heaven ; and this leads the king wickedly to fay^ 
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** Becaufe the gods of the kings of Syria hdped 
them, I will facrifice unto them, and they will 
help me." And yet thefc falfc gods they wcrt 
his ruin, and of all the wicked rultfrs of Ifraiel. 
And now, O think what a miftake this is, for 
this king to be fo deceived, a wicked man to 
forfake the good word and way of ferving the 
only true and living God, and fo to yield him- 
felf to be a garniihtd boufe for more devils in- 
deed. 

As I have read and heard of the White Bovs 
of Ireland, they will foinetimes loudly cry out, 
with (bouts of apparent j«y, faying. Long live 
the king, the king live forever, God fave the 
king ! and then thev will rob, and cut the 
throats of all they meet within the next houfe 
that they come at ; they will not fpare the life 
nf young nor old, of male or -female, they will 
fhed their blood ; yet thele are counted and 
calitd White Tory Boys. But thefe White 
Boys they are murdering Papifts j and fo they 
ere the devil's blackguards and (laves of hell, 
and truly fevenfoid children of darknefs; and fo 
they are worfe and more wicked than favage In- 
dians, in the mod part of their blind, idolatrous^ 
God-provoking facrilices, and the invoking their 
dead faints, and fo deceiving and being deceived, 
while they are buying, at great expence, the 
curfe or maledidion of both God and man. 

So 
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So thrfe murdering papifts they go on iinning 
l^ith God's name in their mouth, and God 
keeps piinifhing; them for their firts, by leaving 
them to their own wickednefs of hardnefs of 
heart, adding to it murder and rebellion, while 
they cry, God fave the king ! And fo the White 
Boys of Ireland they are. daily more wicked. 
And fo then it conies unto them as God threat- 
ens Ifrael, and that for the multitude of their 
rebellions, God he will nov/ add plagues to their 
fins. Lev. xxvi. 18. ** And if you will not for 
all thcfc things obey me, then will 1 punifh you 
according to your fins," verfe 21. ** And if you 
walk ftubbarLly againft me, 2nd will not obey 
mc, I W'll then bring feven times more plagues 
upon you, according to your fins," 

Doubtlef's in thefe plagues God permits a cer- 
tain number of wicked and vexing fpirits, and 
fo they entpr into the bodi.s of the wicked, each 
one bringing their own nature of penetrating 
difeafes ; they labour to faften thit?m on the man, 
they bring him to his bed, there wafting his 
mortal body, con fuming his earthly fubllance, 
daily fecking more of man's advice. And ye: 
thefe difeafes baffle the wifeft of phyficians, for 
to the wicked, at the end of his ficknefs, then 
come thefe lions, and eagerly they feize on 
their prey, the poor immortal, but miferab)^ 

O 2 f uL 
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iovA. Knil i>iu5 it was wirA AhazUh, 2 I 

Due thcA; r ven fins or wicked fpirits, : 
may fie, they Icte no time to maLc one Wi 
geni-riitiun more wicked than the former, 
wicked Iran n:nre wickird thin liii father, 
one wicked c.t> U) be more wicked tl.a 
uiticrf, anJ uiit; wicked kingdom to be 
uii[:'^t'j!i:lly vviciLed than all other kingc 
Ikcaure thus taith the Lord, Aa;os ij. 6.- ' 
three trail rgrtiTmiis of Ifraclj and for fc 
that is I.-, f^y,. for thefc fcven wicked fpiri 
the rulers of IfratI, I vvll i.oc rectiue 
pra;t-r, nor pio[j>L-r it'; and therefore it 
lake ihifv* ftveii fins of IfraeJ, as ihey lay t 
us, f;rft ii) their princes and gicat men, a 
fumptuous l\i'A of vain glory, and a puHi 
prodigal tyj and fo [hey are above being t. 
bv ih? gr.od word of God in the ufe of ih 
niftry of poor uKlramed men, whom God 
cJl and ttnii, Aniotvii. 10, 14. And, fcco 
hire we find a fcene ot niinilU-rial lyrann; 
rrurlty. And, thirt'iy, then fo luws a 
troop of Jacrilegii)us coiiteirpt and rohbii 
GoJ, in the ftizing and felling rtligious | 
leges, and then alfo the good names and lii 
ihtfc righteous the dear childien of God. 
tu me it is cUar, that thefc three arc wicVci 
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rifs or devils dwelling and poflelEng rfrael's 
. ungodly rulers. Now therefore it is that God 
faith, '^ I will not look to their want$. I will 
. ^not hear their prayers, I will not go with their 
armies/' So for their three fins God punifheth 
.them Wjith thefe three, woeful denials; and ycc 
thefe rulers they will not repent ; and (o God 
jeaves them to go on. And now thefe three 
devils they take to themfelves four more ; and 
now they make up this number feven. And fo 
to the ripening in iniquity, and then to the un- 
doing and final overthrow of IfraeK And fo I 
. do expound it, becaufe 1 take it that the work 
of thefe four devils it goes on apace in this our 
land, and fo it is meant by the felling of the poor 
for the price of fhoes ; yea, perhaps for a pair of old 
fhoes the poor is negle<fted, by not fupporting of 
trade, while they are hunting after new- invent- 
ed pleafures. So from thefe rulers and their 
neglecting the poor comes ruin to the common- 
wealth of Ifrael. And I will fay, fince the 
farpe fins are in this our land, who knows but 
God will fend the fame punifliments on this land 
as on Ifrael, or any other nations. And therefore 
faith God the Lord, for thefe innumerable fins 
I will not turn to it; but according to their 
fins I will deal with them by weii^ht and by 
meafure. So proportion and number (hall be 
their forrows. For as they greedily fold aad 

O 3 ' ^^\<^wtv.^ 
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voured the dear people of God, like as hu|igiy/< 
men eu up choice bread. And zlCothty hvtn' 
iwallowed up the tradefman and the poor, even<> 
as the drunkards do tofs off their cups of xfefired »^ 
liquor or rich wines, even fo thefe wicked men - 
they have undone the comforts of God*s dear 
people, who are his church. By which they 
have added by meafure and by proportion nuih-^ ' 
bers of God's difpltafures on this land ; and fo 
]ike Ifrael, wickedly they go on to meet their pu* 
iiilhmcnt at the hand of God. Bccaufe alfo they 
have impoverifhed the commonwealth. And fo, . 
like a gcneraiion of vipers, they have deftroyed her 
who brought them into being. And, what is 
wickcdnefs more than all this, it was done un- 
der the colour of long, liftl.^fs, formal prayers, 
with a ihow of zeal and fiery hot devotions. 
And God fjith, Luke xx. 47. '' Thefe fliall . 
receive the greater damnatif.n." And alfo this 
is the ftate of Bubylon, and her final recom* 
pence, Rev. xviii. 5, 6. for her fijis are come 
up into heaven, and God hath remembered her 
in:q'aitie^, vcr. 6. rtward her even as (he hath 
itw..rded you, and give her doubio accor-iin-j; to 
her works ; and the cup that ihe hath filled to ' 
y«.u, till iier double. 

And no'.v ice atiain. For in this manner God 
doth rcpruve tiie (ins and abominations of that 
ojjcc gr.ai i*iid glorious city Jcrufakm, £zek. 
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XVU479 52. Thou haft cominittcd more abo« 
minaWe, that is to fay, thy fins of hyp^rify^ 
they arC; greater wickedncfs than the fins ofSa^^ 
mmuj of whom ic is faid^ they had corifbderacy 
wkk devrls. And' alfo thefefihs of Jerufalem 
thcy-are more abominable in the fight of God, 
than the fins of Sodom, ver. 49, agaihft whom ■ 
God charges -thefe four tranrgrt*ffi6ns,' as the 
fountam of all other fins, that is to fay, firft, 
pride ; fecondly, fulnefs ; thirdly, idlcnf fs ; and 
fourthly, negled: and unkindnefs to the poor. 
Thefe arc bad enough ; and yet, as I Tiave faid, 
Ifracl is charged with feven. And fo they are 
more wicked, and therefore their ftate is vvorfe. 

And now then let every good difpofed, rea- 
fonable man confider with himfelf, what fhould 
we do ? fhould we give up ourfelves to follow 
the multitude, in nfgltdling God, in forfaking 
our ,own mercies, faying. We will not obey, 
though it is the WDrd of God the Lord ? And 
fo with Ifrael be caft out and left of God ? Or 
fhould we, with Ephraim, fee our fin?, believe 
in God's mercy, and with unfeigned repentance 
feek the favour and mofl defirahle mercy and 
love of God in the admirable gift of his Son, ' 
to turn us to God ? Aiid fo we are brought 
to fay »o our heavenly Father, *' Turn thou 
me^ and fo fhall I be turned." 
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So then I do conclude, that every Iivii^g n>an 
that feels he hath got an immortal foul more dear ^ 
to him than a thoufand worlds, this man loyes \ 
God, and fo he 11 (lens to God's commapds, | 
John XV. 17. and to the children and people of 
God, who are fcattered up and down among 
the wicked upon this earth. This is one of 
God's commands, Rev. xviii. c. ** Go out of 
her, my people, that ye be not partaker of her 
fins, and that ye receive not oi her plagues." 
And all God's chil Iren are called upon to know 
that it is our indifpenfable duty, on ail occa- 
Aons and at all times, to obey God rather than 
men, A As iv. 19, And fo, though defpifed, 
yet, like Noah, we become diflenters or fepara- 
tifts, from the wilfully blin.', gay, thoughtlefs, 
unbelieving, thronging multitude, who, though 
they fay much for their outward (hows of reli- 
gion, yet prayer in their families, and private 
worfliip, thev are ftrangers to. And, except it 
is to make God or his ways to ferve them in 
their fins for themfelves, thefe felJom make ufe 
of any part of religion at all. 

And again, Jefus of Nazareth he is the Son 
of the living God, and it is our duty to be fol- 
lowers of him as dear children. And by raary 
articles of religion, the Son of God leachcih 
us, that he himfelf was a difLntcr from the 

Jewifli 
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Jewifli national church. Matt. xv. 2, 9. AnJ 
Peter and Paul, James and John, being brought 
to fee, and that by grace, by fin Ifrael had forfa- 
"ken the true Godj and kft the love and obedience 
of his word, therefore thefe men became obe- 
dient to God, in receiving his Chrift, and fol- 
lowing him in that which only is religion, the 
power of God in fpirit and truth, and fo out- 
wardly they' laboured in the doftrines and ordi- 
nances of that power of G(id, or gofpel they 
profeffvd. And fo, though b^ing defpifed of 
men, or the rulers of Ifra^rl, b-caufe they had 
bedonle difienters from their Jewifli, once glo- 
rious but fallen mother ch irch, yet thefe, with 
the other apoflles, were calL'd as above fo to do. 
And therefore, though defpifed of men, yet they 
were chofen of God, And for this great and 
truly glorious caufe of God, t'id Ai our chrif- 
tian, godly martyrs, forfaking the multitude, 
they followed God in obeying his Son, or the 
word, in the love of the truth, and fo they be- 
came difienters frorn that worldly, vain-glorious, 
ftarlet vvhire of Babylon, or that bloody church 
of Rome. And alfj for this fame caufe of obey- 
ing God rather thin men, we fin I our Englifti 
Proteilan*, godly families, iiathercd into the firft 
inilepcndtnt church in England, at London, in 
the reign of Jdmes I. in the year 1616. They 
bccaaic difl'eutcis from the unfcriptural ruJes 
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and human invnted pompous fhows, ftrange 
founds, lifelefs forms, by law eftabliflied, in this 
our national churci"!. And being called of God, 
as thofc mentioned before, though not without- 
fhecJdmg of blood, yet do they keep to the fol- 
lowing of the true God and his Chrift, though 
amorg them thit know not God, we do know 
that this fedt it is every where fpoken againftt { 
Yet it is not all diflenters that are gracious peo- 
ple, but ail gracious people, or children of Gad| 
they are followers of Chrift the Lord, and b 
they arc difll-nters, 

Wc 1 then, fuppofing all men do bate us fur 
G>M and his r'ghteou'nefs fake, or as they call 
it, for our bring difltnttrs, )et let us rejoice, 
and chearfull/ k<rcp (trengthening each other in 
this the g od way appointed to us of ferving 
God. And this is the good old way taught of 
God to our firft parents in the g irdcn. Gen. ii* 
1 6, 17. And To it is the moft agreeable to the 
letter of God's word, and )et we muft not, nay 
we cannot live the life of faith, without we have 
a fet-ling of the powerful working of the word 
or the finder of God writncr his word in or up- 
on the tables of our hearts. For this is the 
life oi Chrilt, or his holy Spirit, in our new- 
born foul. And fo though it is through evil 
report of lukewarm formalifts j or if we are held 
of good report of them that are without, that is 

of 
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f them that are without, making any particular 
rofeffion, yet having a good hope, through 
rice, we keep going on> trufting wc (hall re- 
dee with all them of whom it is Taid, great is 
our reward in the kingdom of heavtn, from 
he fubftance of this I do fay, God the Lord, 
he Al ' ighty, he is indeed exceeding kind to 
dl his children, fons and fervants. But he is 
norc fo to them who hath their delight in him, 
^hofe gladnefs, joy and love is to occupy and 
trafic the one talent of mighty grace, and fo 
labouring to the hon<»ur of his exceeding glory, 
for in themfeives, though weak and fo often 
ftlling, yet God will lift them up and ftrengthen 
them, he will be with them and uphold them, 
and jthefe fhall be (irong in the Lord ; for by 
them God doth wonders, yea God he delighteth 
to do them good, and to load thefe with bis fa- 
vours and bleflings. So that one talent in 
God*s ftrength, well employed, this (ball gain 
to us ten more valuable ones ; and the more we 
have, the more will God Almighty give unto 
us. So then the better ufe we make of our lit- 
tle time, it is the better for us in this life, if 
there was no hereafter, yet we have an inward 
joy, and this bringeth unto us a folid, lafting, 
unfliaken comfort, a comfort that the wicked, 
the children of this world, know not of, neither 
can they know or will they believe it^ thow^ 
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^vj^^Jatrngman who feels it {bouU declare it 
to them : yet the wicked believe not^ (b they 
obey not the truth, therefore the fame God he 
is.as juftly fevere againft all thefe human fwinc, 
who have devoured fo many heavenly pearls or 
gofpel-.erinons, not to the feeding of their fouls, 
but fo to their wounding and their final con- 
founding thefe fwine of hell, they (hall find it 
to themfelves as this whiced, black , apoftate. 
And you fee he is now rewarded by the acceffion 
of thefe feven more wicked fpirits. 

So again, on the other hand, let the godly 
know that becaufe God he hath loved us thro' 
Chrift, he has fanc^ified us, and agreeable to bis 
own promife he giveth us new hearts, Ezek. 
xxxvi. 26. And daily confirming he enlivens 
the flaming coal of heavenly love in our hearts, 
and this hallowed flame it burns in us to him- 
felf, and this (hall bring us to be honoured of 
God through Chrift, to receive thofe feven 
moft pure fpirits of the Lord, which are before 
the throne of God, Rev. i. 4. Now thefe fe- 
ven fpirits may be taken, and fo they are known 
to us, for the fevenfolid gifts of God in the 
one Holy Ghoft, it was prophefied to the 
church among the Old Teftament believers by 
Zech. iii. 9. Upon ofie ftone (hall be feven 
eyes, and it is prefigured to us by this feven 
eyes in one ftone, and feven days in one week, 

ExoJ, 
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Exod. XX. II. Yes, and as for the number 
reiretiy the godly and the Jt'^rned tell ue, that it 
is the number of all perficStions, for it begins 
with U9 -before we are born into this world, and 
it continues with us, making new alterations on 
us, with us or bv us, in every feventh war, as 
we pafs through this our pR'fent life. So at the 
firft" feventh year we caft our teeth, anJ r^'ceive 
new ohes ; and at twice feven years we. receive 
a new underftanding, we grow f«:ll of earthly 
expectations, and fo we are more npt to learn 
and to receive inftruflions, though chiluhob:! an J 
youth is folly, but at three times feven years 
we lifually become our own' mailers, and then 
new motives, new pleafures, and new fins do 
prefent themfelves, and fo for man it is a moft 
dangerous tinic of life; yet every feventh year 
there is feme change or alteration in every man's 
life', cfpccia-ly at the nine tifnes feven, finifliing 
this life of m:inv of the goJly. 

So Methufaleh died when he bcQ-an to cn'cr 
the nine hundred and feventecnth vejr of his 
life. And Abraham died when he had lived 
twenty-five times feven years, ard Jjcob died 
when he had lived twenty -one times feven 
vcars. 

But ajiain, we have a fight of this fcvcn in 
one, prcjfij^ured to us by .the feven lamps in one 
golden candlcftick, Zech. iv, 2. Atid^ I ttvvwVL, 
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thcfe may be gatbered to our fpid^iMl oomfort; 
and with this good uic, compared wilhwhai wf 
find in ITa. xi. 2. And becaufe it is cleart that 
the aforefaid ftone it is Chrift Jefuaour Saviour^ 
the Lord } and thefe' (even eyes they an: th^ 
feven gifts of the pure, unmeafurable Spirit of 
God in him, and of this his fulnefs^ that is, <if 
God in Chrift have all we received grace for 
grace, John i. i6. that is to fay, one ul^nt we 
have received, and that we may traffic it well in 
God*s fervice : and fo, for Chrift*s fake, oi God 
we (hall obtain more talents of gifts for hi& grace, 
and therewith we (hall be well furnt(hed, and 
daily fupplied to trade well for glory. And fo 
indeed Ifaiah he preacheth well, that all the 
world might know that thefe feven fpirits of 
God they are only to be feen, found, known 
and felt, in that one ftone, who is God and 
man in one Chrift. Now the prophet telleth 
us, as in Ifa. xi. 2. the firft of thefe feven fpi- 
rits it is called, the Spirit of the Lord, that is, 
a Spirit of comfort, but alfo a Spirit of convic- 
tion, John XV . 7. The fecond is, the fpirit of 
.wifdom ; and by this we do obtain life in our 
fouls to know that God and Jefus Chrift our 
heavenly Father is the only living and true C^od, 
John xvii. 3. For wifdom is known of her chil* 
dren. So the third is called, the fpirit of un- 
derftjvndir tr 3, an.d by this we are led to believe, 

love 
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leHtmi uhilerftihd, and -fo io ^hey t)ie (crip- 
tWrdfy'l^A^eXbte lo'the natih-^a^ will of' Gt^}, 
Mtttt;^fi.'ii. Alfo tte' fourth is called, the 
tpkk^'iof eowsM i wftereby, wltfi the grace tif 
«tiedil«ice tb^God, We iare^Callcdf and driW to 
'ftCcivrhis good t^Ottiifel^' Rev. iii: i8. And fo 
wedo^^ily beix>^e fcouhfeHoi^s to othersf, jper- 
fUAiingvMm t(> Iddre their finir and comifirtb 
'Qddi fbrttte Spirit ahd ^he Bride fay, Conle, 
Rer.-xxiiv i;. So the fifth U called, tlfie fpitit 
^- hiigbti becaiife 'it floW^th from tfie 1 jying 
-fountain, the might/ God^ Ifa^ ix. 6. And tfifs 
'worketh in us, with us, and by us, powerfully 
to receive Chrift Jefus the Lord. And fo Jefus 
Chrift givcth us of his fpirit of mighty power, 
and fo we become the fons of God ; and by 
this Spirit we are led on mightily to fight the 
good fight of a living faith, and fo we come off 
more than conquerors, through him that loved 
us, 'Rom. viii. 37. And' the fixth it is called, 
the fpirit of knowledge ; for by this we are made 
and called in the gofpel-church of God, fathers ; 
arid for this caufc it is that we have known 
hioi that is from the beginning, i John ii 13. 
^And they that ferve the Lord, (hall know all 
things. And, iaftly, the feventh is called, the 
fpirit of the fear of the Lord. And by this we 
are m^e wife virgins 5 and fo, by this fear of 
the Lord, wc tlo overcome and caft away flavifii 

P % ^^•»^. 
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f: ar?, worldly cares, ind all unchriftian^ reft- 
Itfs difcontent, the \^'hich is of the nature and 
fca'r'of devils. . 

'■ N6\rthcn, by 'what I can find in thcfe fevejti 
eyiss'in Chriil the cVie ftone, hereby we are toli 
of art -the gifts of Almighty God, they are ia 
Ghriff the exprtfs image of his glory; and by this 
fitimbct- (e\'ea is meant all the graces of his holy 
Spint. So when in the holy fcriptures we read 
cf the word fevcn, it doth fignify to us a ful- 
r\\f{>» So thjii I rr.r.y well fay, that our God 
doth beyond mLMfurc, he doth well requite his. 
own favours ^nd bleiiings. So that to his own, 
where God finds them traflicking the good ta- 
lent in the grace of thankfgiving, to the glory 
of Go^'s gootine^s, to thefe he openeth hia 
hands of fp'ritual, temporal and eternal bleff- 
ines, and thty fha 1 fee God fpreads his arms 
of love to thtm wider and wider. And where 
the day of finwil things is not dcfpifed, and the 
drops of his gra' e are taken well, and are fink- 
in!>- into the heart deeper anJ derper, to thefe 
men God he will return a^::iii j ani becaufe hc' 
loves them, therefore on th.m he will rairi pqw-' 
erfil ihowers of enlivening or foul-quTckening' 
grtc"; and Gv)cl v/ill ch.Tiili thefe graces wltlj* 
warm and gentle breezes of mercy thut enduretii] 
for ever. 
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And thus we may fee that, it is the nature, 
wifdom and delight of God. to reward his own 
favours thus,, and (o to put an honourable crown 
upon the head of all his own bleffings, as if ht 
would give us much, becaufe he hath given us ; 
and therefore becaufe he hath loved us, he hath 
given his only fon, the darling of his foul, to 
die for us ; and for this caufe it is, that a greater 
meafure of true godlinefs it (hall daily come 
into our renewed hearts, and fo to poflefs us^ 
as daily to keep us from de(lru£live foes, and to 
make us ufeful inftruments to help others in the 
fervice of jGod. For when we do receive the 
holy Spirit^ called the grace of our Lord Jefus 
Cbrift, or the Spirit of truth, then, or foon, do 
we receive of God grace*to employ that grace ; fo 
forthwith in the fervice of God, being made 
vrilling to work, we go ; for gr<ice muft be tried^ 
as the will of God is, either in tribulation, an- 
guiih or perfecution, poverty or foul -vexing 
temptation, or it may be under cruel, bloody 
perfecution, Rom. viii. 35. For on allthefe 
doth God's grace fwim like as oil upon water, 
-fo that all things (hall work together for the 
prefent, future, and eternal good, to all them 
that love God, to all them that God hath called 
by bis grace, to the glory of bis purpofe, to 
enjoy hii^ forever. 

P 3 And 
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And yet, on the other hand, woe to apoftates, 
and woe to backfliding, hardened finners; for 
according to this my text, thus faith the word 
of God, Thefe- (hall daily receive a greater 
meafure of more wickednefs than either, in ei- 
ther kind formerly was felt or known. So his 
hope (hall break daily as the fpider's web, and 
his feet ftialj flip from one tranfgreffion to another. 
And of him we may fay, he hath forfaken God, 
and God the Lord hath withdrawn from him. 
So now he daily (hall fliJe from evil to worfe. 
And fuddenly he falls, or gradually he defcends 
into the unmeafurablc, unutterable, incompa- 
rable, miferable deep of hell. And now, with 
his wicked companions or aflbciates, as. I have 
endeavoured to defcribe them, fo there I ILall 
leave them a little while. 

Now I CO then return again to fpeak on my 
tex:: or this parable. And here I do find this 
unclean fpirit; and with iiim th'.re is joined fe- 
ven more molt wicked djvils of hell, N w then 
iince thcfc eight devils they have confederated 
and combined together, and jointly and fepa- 
rate!/ t!icy have come to the wicked,; now a 
(jdcliion may be afked by the curious, v/hat are 
thcfc; eight to do ? So Lhcii to whom I ar.fv^jfr, 
,thu you may be fure on it, that where eight 
i';cv;ls a.c let loofe to do miichiof, there will be 
ioiiichicf done to the wicked indeed, 

And 
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• And farther, this leads rne to fhow you, 
amongft others, thefe three ^mifchiefs that thefe 
eight devils will do, as firfi, they make inva- 
fion ; fecondly, they claim and have their inha- 
bfitation ; and, thirdly, thefe devils are joined ; 
and though eight in themfelves, yet to do more 
mifchief wickedly they are become one. So this 
is their cohabitation; and fo I firft fpeak of their 
invafion. 

T FI E Y ENTER. 
■ And liov/, O undone, wilful, wicked, wretch- 
fed man, fee you to it ; for daily and continually 
your final ruin is drawing near. And what (halK 
hinder; when a bhck troop of worfe than (av^\ 
age Canadians, Indians, armed with cruelty 1 
without mercy, they art- appointed at all han^ls, 
they meet you in every path that you go, and 
they are armed with all forts of mifchiefs ; and 
now they furround and afiault the poor, helplefs, 
weak forr, that hath nothing bur old bare walls, 
broken towers, rotten and naked gaces, and thofe 
fet wide open when there is the greateft need to 
defend irfclf, or defend its city. But what fhall 
the ferious fay, v/hile they are Icoking upon 
this ? for, alas ! here is a large trading citv, a 
vain-glorious bodom, but God hath taken av. riy 
Lot and his two daughters, they .t. gvjne out 
of it, that is to fay, natural faith, love to the 
word^ hope in obedience. So God hath cor.i- 
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manded» and thefe three they are gone oiit of 
the confcience; for though it iii but naturai* 
faith, if he do but ftand with his fword in the 
gate of obedience, perhaps then there might be 
a bit of a fight, yea and a beating back, tum- 
bling down, cutting and wounding of fome 
of thefe black favages. For, praifed be 
God, as 1 have often feen it, that while this 
faith thus armed do ftand in the door of the 
confcience^ then come the minifters of the life- 
giving word of God, and they being wife men, 
and lively, powerful miners, fo by a flaming 
coal of God's word they do fpring a mine, and 
out flies a wonderful (how of God's eternid love 
in the gift of his Son; and, through Chrift, 
thefe fparkles grow bigger as they mount higher, 
they make a delightful (how of boundlefs mercy 
to returning Tinners, at the which thoufands of 
thefe black favages they are blown into hell; 
whence they did come. 

But, alas ! here is a city which is the ap- 
pointed habitation for vagabond, ftrolling devils* 
And fo here they infultingly flock and come by 
troops ; and yet I do find that it is in order to 
prevent this, that Paul goeth on to advife the 
Epheflans. In it he perfuadeth us, faying, 
** Stand, having your loins girt about with 
truth, and having on the breaft-plate of righ^ 

teoufneft ; 



tQOufnefs. } and jour feet fligd.w^tb th^ prepaj:4f , 

tio.n of th^ gofpel of j}eacQ^ and above all^ tak/A. 

the^AiicId of faith, wi>crewi|th yoi^ ihall be at>i.e« 

to .iiy^nch .(b^, fiery da^t^.of the wipked. Ajid 

takfi.the.bejmet of falvationland-the f^o^d of 

the^Spirit^ which is the word pf God^ Eph^ vi* ■ 

l^-^— 17> ; H^re then I am fure th4 godly: will 

fay^^ Truly this is a welUappointed^a^d ufefu}^ 

aaiu>ur» for th^ drefs, fafety, defence^ and ofFen- 

lu^e aqfi- cpnftant ufe for the dear, children of . 

G94/, And therewith they fight, and overcome . 

aU.tjheireuemies. But as. for thic wicked, poor . 

vfratch, he is in the fight, and yet he hath not 

gQ(. on^ piece of this good armour; fo where 

thofe devils do ftrike him, there he finds a fin- 

poifoneid,: incurable wound, the pain of whrch 

haa often, and while he feels it, then madly he 
roars out like Cain, Gen. iv. 13. but he cannot 

repent, for the pains brought on him by his former 
fins i they are fometimes more, and they are fome- 
times lefsj and when theie, like the waves of 
the f<?a, they begin to be a little ftill or calmed, 
tl\en,; 2 P«.t. ii. 22. like the dog to his vomit, 
fqk do}h this man go again to his own wicked-t 
n^fs 5 .and fo by this it is, thefe devils ki'cp itri- 
kiu^ijirn; and with thefe wounds- towards hell, 
h^is^fdyen^^nd every day he is weaker, becatjfe ' 
lbe(6i,bis^ncpupsi:d4ily inicreaii:. ,i;&a while ihe)e. 
, ^-^fiir^.^i cunning 



r m J 

txiTvmng feiic^n^ with their polMgi m 
iikj^ fo(lpw up their blows, and everji- 
^ej are wounding of that whidi a ttf^ 
|uid it can. never, never, never ceafcii^ 
Ixif^ thefe ftrokes of unuttoable pAin;^i 
let but. a good man tell him of the ii( 
fafcty and uie of this armour of God i bf 
j>99r wretch, be will defpife it. 

So bjBcaufe he loves not the truth, his 
fay it (hall never tie him up from Mbvi 
worldly fliows and fenfual pleafures, 
ah ! the word of truth, it (hall never be : 

* 

for his loins ; and as for the breaftplate c 
tebuintfs, becaufe of the image in it and 
nefs of it, he thinks there ia not a mi 
enough to be able to wear it ; and ther 
the ftead. on his own breaft he wears 
deeply impreft with mirks of lyes, dii 
and deceit, even to do defperate wickedn 
he will not put on, nor fuffer to be put 
feet the (hoes of gofpel-preparation ; 
fooner go his own, or his father, or his r 
way, Jthat is, bare-footed he goes to l^ 
caufe thefe (hoes, called goTpel-preparatic 
are too heavy for hioi, and fo they wpi 
vent his nimble fteps in dancings ftnd. 
lick(bme gadding after-his fuitabk, wiH*) 
but lying vaniciesr So than w^ere gof] 





^^n^Vi fiiffibd hy; there we may lee' that 
yf^frepantioM are too helnvy (hoes for that finf 
My tx> w^ar^ And fo he efteettis it, and witii 
IprdJy argumenta,: founded upon the quickfan'd 
^.itaMAral rrafofl, he ftrives to defend it, that 
tl|ie-ihiekloif faith it is a ufelefs, paltry, cunir 
faierfoine piece of prefumption. ^ And fo he will 
believe, not in God's faithfulnefs, and therefore 
lif putteth natural reafon and old ignorance, 
they are where faith and good hope Ihould be. 
And while they keep the door of his own free- 
will, he wilfully rejedleth Chrift and his gof- 
pel ; and God hath faid, Mark xvi. i6. ** He 
that believeth not, (ball be damned." 

And now as for the fword of the Spirit, the 
.word of God, to this he is, and he intends fo 
to continue, a trifling, wanton, wilful ftranger ; 
for he hath not fo much idle time to fpare from 
his talking troops of nimble trading, genteel 
worldlings, no, no ; neither will he nor can 4ie 
be perfuaded to give himfelf fo much time from 
Jiis rattling, luxurious company, no; he can- 
not keep at home now and then on a winter's 
evening to read or to hear the good word of 
Qod, So then we may well conclude, that to 
this man the word of God remains fhut xip, 
^nd a fealed book to him it is, Ifa. xxix, ii. 
And fo it is when it falh out that the faithful 

«iinifters, at God's command, they draw out, 

and 
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and fmite on the heads of devils ; and with this 
fword of the Spirit then this wicked man is of- 
fended, he cries out againft the word, and he | 
ftrives to pluck this fword from the hand of the 
preacher ; for O ! he is cut and mortally wound- 
ed, while others on each hand they are called ^ 
of God, and this fword ftrikes their fins and. 
cuts them down, and fo through Chrift, by 
grace, the godly are faved. 

And now as to the helmet of falvation, for 
thoufands of years it has heen held in a good 
and reverent eftecm, becaufe it is a noble piece 
of (ind's ufeful and defirahle armour, for it co- 
vcrcd the head of Julhua, while he bravely 
fought and ovcrc(»me five powerful kings, Jofli. 
X. 5, II. And now it covcreth the heads of all 
the wife fons of God. Hut as for this undone 
ni::n he would nr;r, and now he hath no 
heln-.et, but a cap of raw fl.ix ; and this he 
t.'.inks is to cover his gracelefs head in the time 
and day of battle, and at this part of this old 
crazv caflll or head of this anofratikd man do 
thcl'e wicked Tnlrits aim and fling their fiery 
fiimin^ darts i\ -.vA bur.: r.nd wound him, and 
f) ;iii"V' he f^cls :..4'i fes ihat all his faculties 
tn^/v a'-e tur'i'j;! 'vr. of th? rr-^od ufe and benefits 
of ror'.el-o'-.'iii' :t ■'■. And fo now his actions? 
when thcv iliJrid h? li'.e a man, thcv arc often 1 
t[xxi\t'\ into the milchievous pranks of a frantic? 



dcril, and yet he doth not fed the^wMttof G<«f. 
So this man is as a citjr clcfely befleged ; and' 
the walls are undermtned aitd (haken, near to 
ftH ; and yet he is an unarmed man; There* 
fore it is no marvel' if thefe mcked, foul fpirits 
ibodd ruddy heAoring and proudly enter in, 
when there is neither contention, nor in the 
man intention, to oppofe or repel them. So 
tben^it may befaid. Woe to this undone man ; 
fK* the derfi he is come down to you, and he 
knows he hath bitt a fhort time, therefore the 
devil will lofe no time to ruin the body and 
foal of them who forfake God ; for he knoweth 
it is written^ and God hath faid, ** If any draw 
back, my foul (haU have no pleafure In him."" 
And now I come. 

Secondly, To ffiow you their indwelling or 
habitation of thefe eight devils. So then let us 
fee, for if a wicked man has thus forfaken God, 
and God ' the Lord Almighty has thus forfaken 
him, ahs ! and what is fuch a man, though be 
wenr 9 lord, a duke, or a king, yet he is but a 
poor Habitation for ftrolling devils to dwell in, 
boeanft they dwell in him by a ufurped, deceit- 
ful, fecret and fpiritual power darkening the 
mind; that the light of the glorious gofpel of 
Chriil ihould not Ihine unto him, 2 Cor. iv. 4* 
And' here thefe devils and angels of horrible 
dsCrknefs thef have their lordly dwellings ; and 
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like the dragon, with their breath they caft forth 
infeding, foul- po Toning, truth-defrauding lyes; 
and fo poifoning, by little and a little, all the 
natural afFedions of this man in whom they 
dwell. And fo thus it comes to pafs, that the 
man hath no feeling of God's word in his heart; 
thefe devil$ have made him paft feeling, that be 
might give himfelf over, never to refifi the devil, 
but yield himfelf to lafcivioufnefs ; and fo he 
becomes a poor negroe and flave for hell, to 
work all uncleannefs with greedinefs, Epbef* 
iv. 19. And now, if we may call him a man, 
it becomes a kind of a pleafure in this wicked 
man for to ruin and infe£t others. So daily he 
/is a flave for fatan, and it is hard for us to know 
who is the mod wicked, this man or tj^efe eight 
devils which do dwell in him ; but | will fay 
they are illy joined together. 

Thiroly, Now then let us fee theft cohabi- 
tation, THEY DWELL THERE TOGE- 
THER, not as God dwelleth in his faints, to 
the glory of his grace, to fpread his gofpel, and 
fo to do good unto all men ; yea, God the Lord 
he delightt th to vifit his fons and daughters, 
while they are here on earth ; fo he dwelleth in 
the godly by his holy Spirit, Rom. viii. 9, And 
therefore it is that God's written word is the 
delight and lafting pleafure of a believer, to re- 
ceive and treafure up the word of God, and fo 

to 
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to meditate upon It day and night, Pf, i. 2. for 
it is printed and it is fealed upon our mind. So 
the word of God fwimmeth upon our thoughts, 
as the foam lyeth upon the waves of the fea ; for 
God hath faid, Jer. xxxi, 33. " I will put my 
laws in their mind, and in their hearts I will 
write them : I will be their God, and they fhall 
be my people," Heb. viii. 10. 

Thus on earth, in the church militant, God 
and his people do dwell together, never to be 
feparated any more, Rom. viii. 39. But now it 
18 otherwife with this wicked Ton of Belial. And, 

Firft, Be it known unto you, that in one man 
there is room plentifully for the planting and 
growing of many fms ; and a fmall fize man he 
may be large enough to hold or contain a whole 
legion of devils, Luke viii. 30. So thefe eight de- 
vils, and this wicked man, they are joined all to- 
gether; by theirwill they become as one, by their 
vehemency of affe£lions, and by their direful 
refolutions, cruel projeds, and bloody plots, 
and fo they are joined together by their wicked 
a&ions, dail ,- they make it known now they are 
garrifoned and quietly poileffed of this unfortu- 
nate, ruinous, enchanted cafile. 

So now thefe black lords of the bottomlefs pit 
they refift the right ufe of all true light in this 
man. Now they corrupt the good ufe of all 
God's creatures ; for on the Lord's dajTthe win- 

Q. 2 ^^'^% 
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iJows of truth they fiiut^ and they bar out the 
light of mail's natural reaibn ; and fo a horfe 
becomes to this man a Sunday toy^ a bauble of 
ibul-deceiving, iln-atrraAmg pleafure. So while 
the man drives the horfe, the devil drivea the 
man ; and fo like Confederate knmves into the 
works of {xi\y and (o towards hell, thefe eight 
devils, and thii man, they run all together into 
cieicN, towns and villi^i. And To from thii 
painted, moving, garrifoned fort tbofe devils do 
often Tally out, and doubtlefsitistodonAore tni& 
chief, and fo more works of wickedoefs i for ft 
thefe places they are likse a legion of loofe, Re- 
formed witches. So they run into inns, tavemv, 
public and private boufes, yea «nd into the 
fields, bye-lanes, or obfcure places, and uMer 
the hedges, fee them there, there they drop their 
fpells to catch and overcome the poor, unthink- 
ing> ignorant, unruly fmners. 

And now we may fee this is one caufe why 
they dwell together. And now, again, they de 
dwell together, that they may run out and fpy 
and feek about, to draw and to drive all forts 
of Chrifllcfs, prayerlefs, wanton men into the 
fnares of fin. And if God by his grace prevent 
not, from thence into the mournful, woeful gulf 
of hell 5 for none but the Almighty God, and 
he aloiie^ can break thefe fpells, the which is 
thecal nal love to wicked, wanton, loofe corn- 
pan v 
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pany, and the habitual love of will-pleafing and 
flefh-enticing fins. 

.'It is this that makes a wicked man, and a 
rude rabble of ftrolling devils, they are as one-; 
they do agree, though not quietly together ; for 
they agree like ^.do thieves, who equally agree 
when they break into the houfe, and commit 
the robbery by joint confent ; but they will not 
divide the fpoil equally. Or as it may be now 
with the Heffian troops, and others joined with 
ours, it is faid they agree or dwell together, and 
fo they may quietly agree in plundering the poor, 
fuffering, but good Americans ; and yet they 
may difagree in dividing, their goods^ And fo 
it is with thefe devils, they agree quietly, and they 
are as one in deceiving and bringing more flaves to 
hell ; but yet they contend with each other who 
may have the largeft portion of direful impu- 
dence, each for himfelf lordly and proudly puff- 
ing, and wickedly boafiing.of the largeft troops 
of undone men, whofe bodies they have ruined, 
whofe eftates they have wafted, and whofe fouls . 
they have brought into hell. . 

Thus they contend with each other, yet they 
.dwell together ; as dp the wicked, rich men of 
this world, who for. their natuce fitly, may be 
.compared to fwine, wolves and bears, becaufe 
while alive they do agree, walk, feek their prey^ 
eat and drink together ; but when dead, then he 

0^3 ^-ix 
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that Airviveth taketh the advantage of his con- 
federate knave. 

And fo in the end tfaefe men, like bears, the 
living will devour the ill-got firbftairce, or llejflb 
of his brother. And thus yot may -fee how the 
wicked do agree, and why they fo dwell or hoM 
together. Bat I go on t6 fay, they dwell tlfere 
together, that is to fay, thefe wicked devils in 
this undone man they do, they will -all faoM^tc^ 
gether. As I have often feelh it in wteked <knin- 
fellors, when on a court- d^ they have met to- 
gether to fell the righteous fcA- idvter, and to plbt 
the ruin of their fimple, pcf&r^ but difcontented 
clients, then they are all of ohe mind; thdfe 
counfellors laugh and drink, and they are ^t 
peace with each other. But when they are come 
into the open hall, and gravely they fit down oh 
the bench in juflice-hall, then will they fllo*r 
you another face ; for now will they fall to it 
hard and faft* mouth a/Td fift, and with down- 
right B Jlingfgjrte now they will threaten to fue, 
and fo to be the ruin of each other. Nay at 
times you would think they intended to box and 
fo to fii<ht It out. But while the ftranger is 
gazing and wondering to ice and hear fuch 
hearty counfellors the vercidt is called for, the 
honeft man is caft ; thefe rogues have got their 
ice, and fo like devils tbcy dwell together. 

And 



C »87 J 

KwA 2L^tn, Aey flwdl together ^s pro/t/tine, 
^om^broihcl, or in a ^(orderly houfe. It h 
a fine hottfe, and thefe are the fine trimmed and 
paihted daughters of Jezebel; though they %te 
walking dunghills or ditches full of poifonous 
-flench, y^t thefe they will all hold together as 
touching their unclean and worfe than beaftly 
couffetif Hfe, in fedttcing-men from their fami- 
lies, conruAntffg iYifAr fiibftance, and bringmg 
difeafes on their bcdi&s, thereby innocent wives 
and cbildi^n i(re pa^irfuA fufferers sit home. 
Thu6 far tlieffe^^fctd wetoen will hdld?together, 
and yet th^y vif'fll tJt&gWe, anid with ibitternefs 
of heart they will throw out Dames of raging 
malice at eadi other, ^iand fo ftrive together who 
"fliall take the j>rey and divide the fpoil, or rum 
the fooliAi, proud, deteifed, *prociigalffflan» 

And fo thefe eight devils, in this wicked or 
wild apoftafe, they do dwell all together, even 
as a thoufaiid dirty, -prophane, wicked men en 
board ^a large *{hip, or a Man of war. The ihip 
recervts them all, high and low, rich and poor^ 
fome by cofnmfffion, others by permiffion ; and 
many are forced into that ftatioii, yet by com- 
mand into the (hip they do go, fo they dwell ail 
together ; and by the help of the wind away on 
the wide ocean they go all together. But now 
by their drinking, fwearing, lying and curfing, 
their wtckednefs daily aboundeth) and their dm 

do 
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do provoke the Almighty God, whofe curfes 
they often call for. And bccaufe, by their fins, 
they have difpleafed and fo offirnded the holy 
Gody the high and lofty one that manages the 
Teas, therefore God permitteth fatan to trouble 
them, fo he fendeth them contrary winds, and 
into a dorm they come all together. But now 
as danger increafes, and they are nearer to 
drowning, they would, but O they cannot find 
a place to receive them to fafety, if they ihould 
divide or come out of her to feek it ; therefore 
now this wicked crew, as they are called, now 
they will fall to it ; fo they are like ^ the furies 
of hell, fcourging with their tongues each other, 
and breaking out with flames of anger; and 
while they are throwing at each other the heart- 
fcalding, burning darts of blame, ridicule and 
upbraidings, though they do dwell together, now 
comes among them many divilions. So then 
fome are commanding and fome contending, 
others are complaining ; but the moft part hav- 
ing loft hope, fo they are defpairing; all are in 
confufion and out of order, becaufe all arc in 
jeopardy, until God commands, and then the 
ibip ftrikes her laft firoke, and rolling into this 
fea, fo the fea is their grave, and down they 
go J excepting a miracle of mercy, they periCh 
all together, they fall into the jaws of death ; 
and as they have lived and died, fo the wicked 

of 
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of this crew they muft in thisilate meet and ap« 
pear before the holy God, the righteous Ji^dge 
of all the earth. So they will receive their re- 
.'ward all together. Even (o it ihall be wirh this 
.black apoftate, and thefe eight more wicked^ 
fbuUdeluding, truth defrauding devils. 

But as for me, O God Almighty, help me j 
ftfid for ChriA's fake keep me travelling on. 

And this brings me to {how you the prefent^ 
but true ftate of fuch a woeful, wilful, ungrate- 
ful, unthankful man; becaufe his prdfent, or 
-thia his laft ftate it is worfe than the firfl« And 
now then let us diligently look to his laft ftate. 
-And fo we ihsU confider this awful but true 
«onclufion : AND THE LAST STATE OF 
THAT MAN IS WORSE THAN THE 
flRST. -- 

Now than this conclufion it comes to roufe up 
our drowfy fouls, and to make way for us all to 
look well to our God the Lord Almighty, and 
never to forfake him, but to keep clofe to God 
in our way ^f duty, and fo to take heed to our- 
(elves, that we may feek, and fo we (hall find ; 
God will bltfs us with grace in his way of mer- 
cy, yes with mercy that end ureth forever. And 
yet thi^ conclufion, as it drops from the mouth 
of truth, it leadeth and commandeth mc to fhow 
you thf fe three things, 

Firft, 
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Yw^y What this man was at the £rff» And, 

Secondly} What this man now came to at the 
laft. And, 

Thirdly, Compare thefc two, and {how you 
why this his laft ftate it is worfe than the firft. 
And, 

Firft, God made this man for good, that this 
man might honour and give glory to God for 
his exigence or being, having an imnlortal foul, 
and fo: the bleffings of all the good creatures 
of GoJ ; and when he was able to underftand 
for himfelf, God gave it him to know he was 
fallen, and from whence he was fallen. Now 
then to him comes the clear and powerful preach- 
ing of the gofpei of Chrift. In this his paffions 
are moved, and he obtains the knowledge of the 
Lord and Saviour Jefus Chrift, 2 Pet. ii. 20. 
Thus far he is enlightened, Heb. vi. 4. And 
fo he is placed as a ftar to tdce his courfe in the 
firmament of the vifible church of Chrift, or a 
profeffion of the gofpei. And fo for a time or- 
derly he ufeth the means of grace, and God 
made him a li^ht, a fixed ftar. And fo he was 
lightened with a defirable and good knowledge 
in the works of God. And fo then he becomes 
confident in himfelf, to ftrive for the world's 
good wi(hes, by the flafhes of creature comforts, 
and the flowings of natural joy. He then tafted 
many fips of the heavenly gift, but he could not 

be 
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be contented with the refrefhments that God 
gave him with that church, or that cooapany, 
to whom God had called and placed him in. 

So out he goeth to feek new wine, or new 
dodrine, as though he intended to drink deep 
into the cup of the myftery of true godlinefs. 
And now he doth often run, he called it feeking 
to find it in new places ; and fo as by the hands 
of many and different teachers, he might tafte 
again, and many times, the fame joys, with new 
fdf-comforts and felf-applied promifes. And fo^ 
as a tipling drunkard to his deceived intoxica* 
lion, he layeth to his fipping the fame good hea- 
venly gift, and he often intends to fhow much 
natural underftanding in gofpel-myfteries. So 
then this is his joyful times, it is all the gofpel- 
day now, he heareth all gofpej, to himfeJf, and 
others like himfelf, he appeareth all knowledge ; 
he mixeth religion with the children and wifdom 
of this world, he pleafeth them and they help 
him, and fo though he fays he loveth not this 
world, yet as he run8» he may gain the love of 
this world. Thus he fippeth the heavenly gift. 

And thus he runs. 
Or fwiftly on he goes ; 
He thinks there's honey in the hemlock 
As fweet as in the rofe. 

And 
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And yet he grompetb^ and fe'he was made a par* 
taker of the Holy Ghoft ; yes, yes, the word 
fiatb taken him by the ear as anew thing, or 
a fenfe-pleaiing found of a mighty or many 
winds, that do pafs through the piper or the 
preachers of the word. O fee how faft, and 
how bigh' and lofty he groweth < So he is made 
partaker of many unmeafurabie benefits among 
th^ dear people and children of God. So now 
he iips and receives his own plentifal portioir, 
and by full confent -^nd clear fight be praifes 
the great work of the Holy Ghoft. O how 
{hall r fully explain the prefent natural joy of 
this felf-deceived man I 

And now he fees the gofpel-day. 
The Holy Ghoft diredls his reafon ; 
Firft he revolts, then falls away. 
This light endures but for a feafon. 

And in this hurrying buftle of his firft ftate, 
now indeed he is called '; and as though leaping 
over the heads of others, who have long waited 
to hear the joyful found, and to receive the wit- 
nefs of the Spirit of Chrift in thrm, yet thruft- 
ing all thefe afide, fee this man on he comes, 
and it is to tafte, fnatch at and chew the good 
word of God ; and, as it is f^lid of the (hark in 
the iea> he vigoroufly feizeth on a living man. 
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ihd (hakes and prefently tears bim all to pieces. 
Even (o now doth this man, he feiseth on^ he 
Ihakes and tears in pieces the very body of pntc 
divinity, as it is handed down from the only 
true God, and given to us in the life-giving 
power and foul-comforting do^rines, confolar 
tions, feals and promifes of God in Chrift Je- 
fu8 our Lord, 

Here he ta^es, he fnatcheth at the word ; 

His foul foon loaths this fweet, but Coo light 

food; 
He tears the truth, and daily gads abroad. 
He leaves this pleafing once good word of God. 
Now it's like a long and tedious furnmer's day. 
Therefore he'll eat and drink, and rife and play. 
Therefore to me his after ftate is clear. 
Should this man yet obey, or yet forbear. 
For him remains but one good bleiling more. 
And then his call and vifitation's o'er. 

One good bleffing more, that is to fay, he 
alfo tafteth of the ppwers of the world to come. 
So he flightly receiveth, but long he cannot 
endure found doSrine; and if he goeth to hear 
the word at all, yet he defireth to attend where 
tiiey are heaping to themfelves many teachers. 
And becaufe there he finds many, very many in 
kis own prefent ftate, who will vilify and bely 
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their minifters, and pbur fcandal and contempt 
upon that which feemed to theihfelvcs, and was 
once defirable, ufeful, truth-eftab}ifhing9 found 
dbdrinc, fo he cannot endure found do&rine, 
becaufe the power of the preached gofpel 
diis indeed it is 'the abiding word of truth 
to all the font of God, and therefblne it is 
a fouUshlivening, fatth-hiCTeafing, trudi*coi|- 
firming,, a power of the world to come. And 
fo the Holy Ghoft faith, i Pet. i. 2, 5. «« The 
word of the LorI endufcth for ^ver.** So then 
If. you Jiave heard, this man did taAe of the % 
powers of the world to come, and ib fer a ica<- 
fon he did receive the preaching of the word 
joyfully, he had a great deal of good, well- 
commended knowledge ^ he faith, he had plea- 
sure in hearing the word and reading the fcrip* 
tures, and out-ftepping many othera. 

Such flames of joy who can reveal. 

He taftes that pow'r of world to come ; 

With nature's wings he flies to tell 

What glorious feats for God he's done. 

But now he cools, from gofpeUties be breaks. 

Of Chrift, his church and faith, he ihipwreck 

makes ; 
And (o he turns his back on God the finner^ 

friend, ' 
Here alfo of )}}$ firft ftate this parable doth end. 

And 
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And now; Secondly, I come to fhow you the 
laft, but woeful ftate of that man. And To, 

Firft, You may fee that a wicked fpirit of 
reftlefs, contentious pride, this hath found a 
refting, roofting- place to dwell in his heart, and 
this is a wicked fpirit from the devil, and there- 
fore his lamp, though it burns, it becomes dim. 
So he had^neth to become one of the foolifti 
virgins^ and therefore his candle is put out, fo 
that his light it is turned into foul- harrowing, 
but flefh-pleafing darknefs. So with faypocritos, 
apoflates^ and backfliders, he hath forfaken God's 
true light, fo he walketh in darknefs, ■* 

Now he leans and hearkens to the converfation, 
and he chufes the company of various folts of the 
children of the prince of darknefs, who are sdfo 
called the children of difobedience. And now he 
hath met where the two extremes are near to each 
other, light and darknefs j but he chufeth the broad 
road of darknefs, and, partly for company fake, 
lie leaveth the fight of the highway to holinefs, 
the narrow way, and true L'ght to heaven. And 
now it is that he begins to feel a change, but not 
to repent. So he drops andhe droops, and he falls 
from his firf^ ftate. Convidlons now are caught 
by the neck and ftrangKd, they are hanged upas 
marks of contempt. He doth by them as is laid 
of the Chinefe. They often are difpleafed with 
what is called their pagods, they fcold them for 
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i\^x\-\>^ifonnance, they hang them up, and whrp 
t>ieni ; and, lafUy, they caft them out of doors. 
And fo now doth this man trpat convidlions, 
till he foon ncglcfts the following after the way 
of God, and doing that that is good. Alfo it 
is become with him now, that his thoughts, his 
fentiments, his judgment is changed ; that what- 
foever things he did once know, we may now 
fee he only knew them naturally as the brute 
beaft, which are without reafon ; or as the ox, 
or the afs, knoweth his driver; fo this wicked 
man he only knoweth, he knoweth to hrs trou- 
ble. And fo from a deceived heart his mouth 
fpeaketh evil of that that is truly good ; and by 
bis fo doing, or fpeaking evil, be corniptetb 
himfelf, Jude lo. Therefore let him alone, and 
he (hall be deceived with Balaam's wages^ for 
his light is gone ; and though he bad tafted ma* 
ny mouth- cleanitng fips of the heavenly gift^ 
and hath nibbled and gnawn fome of the pow- 
ers of the world to come, yet now the good ufe 
of thefe means they are gone over, anid their 
light is gone with them, and fo God the Al- 
mighty Lord he hath turned them from this 

• 

man. And fo, at God's command, they arc 
gone for the offer of good, and to be the means 
of grace and blefling to others. And now this 
black apoftate, becaufe he has corrupted him- 
felf night and day, he ceafes not to corrupt 
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others; and becaufe at fandrj; times Hcsh^tli 
tafted the good word of Gpd, SMad ca^ ,^4^ 
about the world to come, yet as /or the.gppd 
way of God he doth now dcfpiTc it y and fpc 
that he doth it wilfully, and fo wickedly l^e? (all- 
eth from bad to worfe; and therefore? daily fo 
his own natural. will, raging paffipns, and ce,vil 
corrupt heart, among thcfe thorns, and Wi^s,, 
to his wounding, God dptb leave ..hinji. So,JtLe 
fills to the feeding of his lufts, by tbP chegifl^- 
ing his fins; that a beaft's heart it is now giv^n 
tohim, fo that he feedeth on duft, the whigh 
is ferpent's nieat; and in . tbi^^ beaftly ftatcrne 
traileth or walketh on. 

And here ihe Holy Ghoft, by the prophet 
Ifaiah, pointeth himout, and findeth him,, and 
fo the finger of God it dotk (how bim to.uf 
thus by his food, Ifa^ xliv. 2X3. "he feedeth ons 
.aibes ;"■ that is to fay, becaufe he hath left an^ 
gel's food, and the once favourite company of 
the church and people of God;.fo God hath 
left him to bo bound by his enemies with cords 
of new fins, and that by his own confent^ and: 
£o to his mortal wounding. 

Though by this he ihoweth us, and all God's 
people, they may fee the mw hath undone him— 
fclf, that now he hath a leffer ftiare of true,-na» 
turalreafon than the brute bead, becaufe he fo 
abuieth himfelf by receiving earthy a^oA thftt^vw> 
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dSeatfay infiead of life and food, for bis foul* So 
he corpuptetb ao^ abufeth himfidf, and thecefose 
lie i» weefttUy abufed» Noir he 6eai$ as one 
that v^intf and waotonljr hath wtthdrawa hiaL-^ 
frlf from a good nttifler^ and. eaft from himfetf 
the ptemiful fupply of good bread i f& be hath 
changed his nnfter kni kis food tx>gether» and 
now as one out of reaibn he Wouhd eat nothing 
but the excrements of f^el^ barreniie& and death,, 
and this is aihes indeed 5. yet he may be. counted 
among the wife men of this worlds yet tbtt^ wif- 
ibn» with Grod it is feoliftneis indeed*^ &o^ like 
tike wi(Hc^l7 wife ferpent, who feedeth on aflies> 
Gen« iii» 14* Sa this man he fooHihly eateth 
the fame,, and he is as one that would eat aflies> 
thinking and converirng with himfelf, faying^ 
Though this is afhes^ yet it is meat of God ap- 
pointed for ferpents, and why not for man ?" the- 
bridle of God's word it fhalf no longer hold me* 
in from the timely and feafonably feeking of my 
own €hofcn> will-pleafing, pteafurc-giving fbodv 
Therefore now I will ftrike the fpurs of reftle& 
defire, and drive theiyi into the rcif!-deer of wan^^ 
ton nature^ and feek and find and eat, until I 
h&ve iatisfied my hunger.. So he- that was once 
jpined to the godly, and tafted angel'^ food with 
the dear flieep and lambs of Chrift,, now he hath 
jpiiied himfelf with ferpents. So he fcedtth his 
foul with hia iins^ andtluis he fccdeth of aflies.. 

And 
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And fb this hian he runneth on mto finr^ he pdf* 
foneth his ,awn fou], he finnmh agaiaft God^ 
Novir he doth it greedily, maliciot^f and wi]4 
lingly. At times it nnaybe he finneth ^^penl^yf^ 
and always he doth it in a ftate of apoflafy^ tlto: 
which fin in fcripture it is called a forfaking tfx^ 
truth, Heb. x. 26. So becaufe he will feed oik 
a£hes, this deadens bis appetite, and Co it con- 
fumea bis deiire,. that bis foul it hath no true 
relifh to eat the word, nof drink or tafte any 
morefippings of the powers of the world to come^ 
Sonowif he hears the truth in the pure gofpel light 
and power> yet he will fuck in with the word the 
poifon of falfhood or lyes, and £6 he taketh the 
itch of carnal prej^udice, and he hardens his 
heart with worie than natural unbelief, But the 
eye of God it beholdeth this man* So at the 
£ime time,, and becaufe be received not the word 
in ther love of the truth that he might be faved, 
therefore now with the word^ that is bleil and 
ufeful to others, God hath fent it. to him ; fo it 
comes with firong^ deluilons,. that he ihould be 
£eft as the fly ia the fpider's web he hath catchy 
ed, deceived, ffruggles and binds himfelf, thai: 
he Ihould believe lycs,,and.fo be damned, zThcfll. 

u. IQ, It, I2». 

• If man forfakes God. and" good' waya^ 
With, wicked fiends he's.|oiii.*dj^. 
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fpifed' the day of his yifitacion, fuppofing it a 
d:iy of fmall things, therefore God hath turned 
thefe bleffings from him to another, and alfo 
therefore God hath now turned this wicked man 
out of his circle of his r^rainij)g prote<dion ; 
and becaufc he would not keep his firft place, 
his firfl love with the people of God, fo God 
.hath left him to draw back, and to follow lying 
vanities ; fo he hath forfaken God and his own 
mercies, Jonah ii. 8. And for this caufe God 
now hath thrown him out of the ufc of many 
of the common means of help, and God keeps 
throwing of him out of the large, ever defirable 
circle of favour and mercy. And now God will 
ke«p his hand upon him, therewith to reflrain. 
And fo God lowereth the raging fits of this man's 
fevenfold fm of ingratitude ; fo he is held by 
the power of God, as with chains of divine wif- 
dom of God's purpofe, fo that a little child 
Ihatt curb and lead this man in the midft of his 
God'provoking, favage fury. Therefore fure- 
ly in this his lafl: ftate it is worfe than ever. 
But, 

Thirdlv, and again, Indeed his laft ftate it 
is much worfe than ever; it was becaufe now 
he is ftupidly blind, fo he difcerneth not the 
judgments of God, though they hang over his 
houfc, or are in his houfe, or on his own, body 
coiJtinually, yet he will not, and fo now he can- 
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But he has been feien to fingle them out private- 
ly, he would lay hold on the weak, efpecially 
if he found them in the dark j then would he 
fall on, tear and worry them to their crying but 
and limpmg with hurt, and yet becaufe of his 
horns, and Ms fkin, this brought him many 
wondering admirers ; by this fome got a plenti- 
ful hope concerning him ; but now he is chang- 
ed, fo God's fhcep will flee from him, 

Becaufe he is a goat in a wolf's (kin, 
A bead without and a devil within. 

So this his lail flate it is worfe than his firft. 
And, 

Secondly, For this inftance he is in a worie 
ftatc than ever he was with refpe£l: to God, be- 
caufe God is at war with him* ' So againft him 
the Almighty God bath drawn and holds out 
his flaming fword, the bright^ glittering fword 
of divine juftice in the hand of God's angel or 
minifter. So every way the man goes, this 
points at him ; it is now fet up againft him, and 
God hath faid of him. Rev, xxii. ii. if he will 
go into captivity, let him go ; if he will be un- 

juft, let him be unjuft ftili; if he will be fil- 
thy, that is to fay, unclean, then fo let him be 
filthy flilt. So becaufe he hath forfaken God, 
and refufed the offers of his grace^ and fo de- 
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IdTen the wages oMabouring men ; for wbcii 
irfhit firft ftate he had krs of this wiirld% goA 
ftAd gain, then bifwdiild pay jjlbor men «1I that, 
was their due, •and diat cheaifallj ; rhut nbw he 
paiys thein witb diftontent, pincbhigly,' fparitiiiy 
and grudgingly ; yea he is not cohteni^ theiAgk. 
be fliould comptl and force poor mtn^ and^idl 
their -families, to offend Ood, and fricrce thesr 
own (buls, hj that common but gicftt An idf their 
working and flaying for him on tbo;ijoriMi day| 
yes^ I fay, by working on the' Lo0d7sliolyi day, r 
fo they do. ofhnd Almighty 6o^»i dUaL j^-8» ; 
and that too only to foed this man^ia 'htfts i aod^ 
if poffible, to fill his large rotten hags, and ip tb 
gluttonlfe his reftlefs will, and pamper his filthy, 
almoft ufelefs body ; and fo with referred curfes 
of God Almighty, Mai. 3. 9. You are curfed 
with a curfe And fo he nowbringeth on him- 
felf the prefent fecret, and it may come to the 
open juftxurfes and cries of thefe poor, needy, 
labouring men. So again I do here conclude 
his laft ftate is worfe than ever. And I fay fo, 
becaufe God hath faid fo. And how I go on. 

Fifthly, And fo again his, laft ftate is worfe 
than his firft. And now if he hath belonged, 
or do belong to a true gofpel or congregational 
church, no\¥ this wicked man he becottiedi 
worfe in the efteem of that godly minifler, and 
that good people of the Loj^d j for now this man. 

be 
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\a ^vnietYv not to hear, no, nor yet to fee his 
own minifter ; and if he doth come uncfer the 
word when the text is took, and while the word 
is delivering, except he falls afleep, he turns his 
back on the word, or he falls into foul-dying, 
reftlefs fits, they are called the fidgets, b^caufe 
now he cannot fit flill ; and if from the pulpit a 
word dire&ed of God, fo it (alleth and hitteth oa 
the old ftinking ulcer of this man's heart- fins, 
then be grows mad with angerj for he is like to * 

. a man that hath received a fmart blow on a half 
rotten fore leg, now fee him, as he rifeth up, fee 
how he darteth his eyes with fcorn, he fcreweth 
his mouth with threats \ fo clinching his hands, 
he feems ready to curfe^ and to fwear, and within 
himfelf we may fuppofe him, with Ahab, to fay, 
** What haft thou found me out, O thou trou- 
blefome man, O thou mine enemy ?" fo it is 
come to him now the time of ufeful hearing is 
paft and gone, fo he cannot, no, he will no 
more endure found do£lrine, % Tim. iv. 3. So 
tb.it away he goeth from his minifter and peo- 
ple, fo he feeketh, yes, and he can foon find 
many new preachers gaily daub'd, with univer- 
fity, great, fwelling words and large traditions 
of man's invention. And fo thefe preachers 
work it is to be men-plegfers ; and now God ^dbth 
take this man ftom ofF the heart and mind of his 
own once favourite minifter. 

S And 
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And woe be to that man who hath (o grieved, 
the Spirit of God, and fo often finned againft 
God, until God hath forbid his own angel or 
minifter, faying, You (hall not pray for him; 
and if you do pray for him, I will (hut up hea- 
ven againft him, I will not hear you for him. 
And fo this man he is now in a worfe ftate than 
ever he was, becaufe the church, the people o£ 
God, they did once love him, and joined in 
prayer with him and for him, but now they fee 
this his laft ftate it is worfe than ever, fo they 
mourn at it, becaufe he hath wilfully forfaken 
God, and refufed to love and obey his Chrift. 
So, like Ahab, he hath fold himfelf to do wick- 
edly, and God hath faid to them, pray not for 
him, let him alone, let him go into captivity. 
Rev. xxii. 1 1. And the Holy Ghoft faith. There 
is a fin unto death, i John v. i6. fo now they 
obey God, and here the church leaveth him to 
theie eight wicked, ftrolling devils, and fo they 
dwell within him; and this proves the laft ftate 
of that man is worfe than the firft* 

Sixthly, His laft ftate is worfe than his firft, 
with regard to his impenitency, for his heart it 
is now truly become a hard, ftony heart, and fo 
it daily groweth from bad to worfe ; it is now 
paft feeling, anJ cannot relent ; and yet now he 
getteth a fight and clear knowledge of this his 
laft helplefs, fruitlefs, ufeleis, hopeleis ftate; 

and 
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and fo the Holy Ghoft telleth him his own ftate, 
and pointeth out his mifery by the preaching of 
Jeremiah, Nay, you were not afhamed when you 
had committed abominations, neither could you 
have any fhame, therefore ftiall you fall among: 
the flain. I will furely confume you, faith the 
Lord, Jer. viii. 12, 13. and' that is to fay, that 
it is the wilful hardnefs of this man's heart it has 
brought him to this worft ftate of a woful impu- 
dence of fecret and open wickednefs, fo now he 
committdh all uncleannefs with greedinefs, and 
he will do it, becaufe it pleafeth his natural will ; 
and what is more, now he can fin without remorfe; 
and fo now it is with him indeed a fearful ftatfc, 
for though he is now in the houfe and prefencei 
of Almighty God, and as before the throne of 
Ghrift and his holy angels, himfelf mixed with 
the people of God, yet now he feareth not God, 
neither will he fhew pious rcfpeA to man. So 
here his eyes they are fixed, and his brows are 
knit and fet with fhamelefs immodefty on God's 
minifter and dear people. So now he wickedly 
confronteth as face to face, and with daring op* 
pofition, and being filled with all malice againft 
the truth, fo he ftareth in the face of a once fa- 
vourite man, and perhaps the beft meflenger of 
God that ever he (hall have ; and yet I fay, let. 
him look up again, and with folid attention be-' 
hold that man, for it may bQ that is the wti^y 

S 1 \SA^% 
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man^ though a derpifed man and flighted By you, 
yet I fay, behold this man appointed of God, in 
the laft day, to judge you, or this wicked, whi- 
ted, black apoftatej becaufe it is written, ** The 
faints fhall judge the world/' i Cor. vi. 2. So 
then while he islooking, the powerful gofpel flows 
and falls on others, to the oper ng of their hearts^ 
and turning them to God ; but for the ftate of this 
man, the Lord fayeth, let him alone, pafs by him, 
touch not his rocky heart ) for he ihall have his 
reward. So now his impudence and his impe^ 
nitence they (hall feel a double fcourge from the 
band of a God in juftice, he (hall feel the ftroke 
of this fA'oid of the Lord ; for out of Chrift 
God will fmite him, and fo he (hall fall with an 
incurable wound, he cannot ftand it, though he 
hath eight devils to bear him up. So he and 
they (hall faint and drop under the mighty hand 
and viftorious power of Omnipotence. 

So though now he will not feel (hame for his 
fins and wickednefs, yet from this brood of de- 
vils he (hall have many a foretafte of hell, and 
he (hall often feel a foul-wounding word of God 
as a drawn fword, not to divide him from his 
fins, but to pierce into and fo to poifon the very 
marrow of his own boafted, vain-glorious faith, 
and to cut afunder the fpider's web of his own 
making, his hypocritical hope. And fo by this 
fword daily, by a little and a little, God is cut- 
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ting afunder this man '3 many threads pf.fa]fir 
joysji and fo rn courfe he is continually. droop-* 
ing; therefore it is becaufe he refufed grace. to 
forfake the committing his fbfiherabomination^s 
and he would not, till at the laft he could not. 
receive into his houfe, or heart, that friendly, 
modeft. heavenly minifter, or fervant of Cod, 
called fhame of 'fin; and becaufe he hath been 
fo quiet in his fins, this has brought him Into a 
ftate of .lethargy, or a long fleep of finning, 
and that without repenting ; therefore he noyr 
coocfudes that there is no iin or wickednofs. of 
heart that flandeth in need of our repentance, 
and therefore now he hath a whore's face and 
forehead 5 fo then he wilfully and greedily fin?, 
but he cannot bJufh nor be . forry for it. Now 
then' he fimpers and foxiles, becaufe he knows 
that he has many times impofed on the good 
miniflers and churches of God, and this his hy-> 
pocrijTy it is with this he hath deceived the. 
world, but now he has got the worft on it be-> 
caufe he has undone himfelf, and fo he is left In 
this his apoftacy ; fo he doth now deceive him- 
felf daily, becaufe he grows from bad to worfe; 
for a deceived heart hath turned him aftde ; and . 
what is now worfe if may be Paid, with propri- 
ety, '* He cannot deliver his own foul,"' Ifa.. 
xliv. 20s So then now his heart and his coun* 
tena/lce they are changed, flnce he has fatten o!f 

S3 from' 
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from the general ufe of the meins, that good 
way that kadeth men to feek God and pure 
religion ; though once he did (hew )rou a tawnjr 
face, his heart and his (kin did mantle thcmfelves 
with diffimulation of zeal and piety, therefore 
the godly did pray for him ; and becaufe there 
was outwardly feme fmall, hopeful likelihood 
of his reformation, and much fo whilft he fat 
amongft the faints to hear what God did fpeak 
to themy and to fee what the Lord, by his grace; 
did among them, fo this caufed others to think 
favourably of him, fuppofing God might be now 
a winning of him, by a work of love, to feek hea- 
ven ; but all this is gone or paffing over now, 
for though he deceived men he could not deceive 
God ; for God knoweth him well, and feeth the 
very fecret thoUghts, and what he was, what he 
is, and what he ihall be. 

So now the white mafk Is falling off, and the 
blackmoor's face, and the leprous fpots, they 
do now Hiow openly what they are. And alfo 
this fiate is worfe, becaufe his ftrength of body 
is now much fpent, and with Ans and ficknefss 
and cares of this world daily, nature fails, and 
he is made more weak than ever. So he finds 
Mchs and tormenting pains of cholic, gout, or 
fene, or thefe they are all joined with fome 
Fiio't^l difcafes. So at God's command they 
:.v. ^ k- zed on bim, and ihcy arc like ihc bloody 

ferrti. 
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ferret, when it hath faflened on his prey it wiH 
not leave him, but weakeneth, chainsandbtiidaf* 
him to deaths -So thefe keep -hold till. death' " 
confumes this mam And therefore I (Matlock)^ ^ 
fay, O miferable man^ this day thy date Id 
worfe, yes, matiy times worie than ever 3 and- 
yet, O thou God-provoking, fin-loving, felfe 
undoing finner, thou doft! not know, thou wilt 
not believe, though Ido tell you^ you are daily 
worfe than ^ ever this is the hardnefs of thy : 
wicked heart. Once and again it would not 
but now alas! it is fo hard it cannot repent, 
and God wiil not pardon. O wretched man, 
this is thy ftate to-day, butit will* be worfe 
with thee, if this is thy laft day, and this is thy 
woeful laft ftate, whofoever you are, or where- 
fbever you dwell, it >j!s a woeful ftate ; but I 
muft bid you farewel, fo fare you wbll, or fare 
you ill, O manj thou haft undone thy felf for- 
ever. " ' • 

• Seventhly, His laft ftate is wprfe than his ; 
firft, with regard to the children of this world. ' 
This wicked man he is gone back to them, and 
yet^ they will curfe and hate him for being* a** 
canting hypocrite, a defperate lyar, and for de* 
ceiving himfelf and others; yet now he fneaks 
and creeps among the world, becaufe he is of - "* 
the world, and fo he partakcth of their profits^ 
pleafures and fms, and yet thtie.worldlings they . 
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will never forgive him, but they will watch for 
all feafonable opportunities; and fo like the 
furies of hell, with their tongues as with rods 
of iron, they will whip, fcourge and torment 
him, and religion itfelf becaufe of him is vili- 
fied and put to the wreck. So then with thefe 
who are without in the world, and with what 
he hath from thefe eight devils now dwelling 
within him 5 fo by thefe O how hath the for- 
rows of the firft and fecond death, like helU 
hounds, furrounded him and nearly overcome 
him. So then the few days and (hort forrows 
of the momentary vexations of this prefent evil 
world they (hall no fooner begin to ceafe, but 
that gnawing worm that never dieth, fiercely it 
fhall feize on him like the lading torments and 
ftings of fiery fcorpions ; then the woeful, dole- 
ful, dreadful, eternal torments of hell, like 
flood-gates, they fliall open upon him, and fliow 
him they are floods of trouble, pain arid lading 
forrow now begun, as waves and flaming feas, 
to pafs over him ; but what is yet worfe, they 
fhall never, never, never have an end j for tho* 
his body fliould burn to death, yet death cannot 
hold him nor fcreen him from thefe forrows, no 
not one day for a thoufand years. So death 
fliall yield up this body again, becaufe God the 
Lord, hath faid it 5 therefore his flefli and his 
foul it fliall come to that flames of infernal fire, 

where. 
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where, when helplefs, hopelefs, eafelefs, he the 
undone man hath lain, rolled, roared, cried and 
ftruggled, for myriads of years, if pof&bly, be 
might tafte fome fmall relief. But O, to his 
wounding, he finds thcfe bottomlefs forrows of 
nnuttcrable woe, thefe fiery torments are but a 
beginning, fo they fhall not be quenched, becaufe 
this fire Ihall never go out; for the holy God of 
truth hath faid, ReV. xx. 10. he (hall be tor- 
mented even day and night for evermore. So 
his laft ftate is worfe than ever. So then I come 
to the application. 

EVEN SO SHALL IT BE WITH THIS 
WICKED GENERATION. 
By this application, Jefus Chrift, the Son of 
the glorious God, he telleth you and me and all 
mankihd, that we fhould give good heed in the 
receiving of the gofpel, and fo to embrace the 
ofFers of God's promifes, and fo to receive daily 
and continually to be fupplied with the grace of 
living faith in the blood and love of Chrift, the 
which grace worketh in us the will and power, 
and fo the obedience of unfeigned repentance. 
And this repentance, becaufe it fpringeth from 
a living fountain, even the living God ; and fo 
in the godly it is the fountain of living water 
fpringing up in them daily, with godly perfeve« 
ranee, unto everlafting or eternal life. And fo 
this word hach a large application ; and fo I do 



["4 3 

take it up, becaufc Jefus Chrift, my mafter, he 
will help me to follow him in this application. 
So (hall it be with this wicked generation, firft, as 
it v/a»wich thofe old apoftatifed Jews, wilfully the/ 
withdrew from God, and wickedly by repeated 
fins of ingratitude, which blinds the underftand- 
ing and hardens the heart, even «s doth the fin 
of witchcraft. So they ceafis from the company 
of the godly, they forfake the good old way of 
truth, and turn their back on God's fervants 
the prophets, and fo they rejed the word of 
th^ Lord, his feals and his minifbry, and there* 
fore God rejedeth them, and will not help 
them in their extremity ; but inflead of repenting 
and turning to the Lord, they grow wilfully fe- 
cure and wickedly wanton, fo they wax worfe 
and worfe j for when the word of the holy God 
is read among them and expounded by moft live- 
ly, powerful preachers, yet with non-attention, 
as with flumbering, they (hut their eyes j and 
fo with flupid dulnefs they clofe their ears, and 
therefore God permitteth fatan to enter their 
moft folemn afiemblies ; and fo the vale of car- 
nal ignorance it is drawn over their hearts, and 
their light is put out, therefore now they can- 
not difcern the fpiritual light and glory of the 
pfomifcs of God» and therefore they doubt God's 
faithfulnefs ; and for this their fin God permit- 
eth another fcah of blindnefs to cover them. 

So 



r 2^5 ] 

So now they grope, like blind men in the dark ; 
and becaufe they have loft the fpiritual light' of 
the types and ihadows of God, given them by 
Mofes, Aich as the pafchal lamb, the fcape- 
goat, and the brazen ferpent, lifted up in the 
wildernefs, appointed of God to dire£l every be- 
liever in his old teftament church, fo that a way- 
faring man, though a fool, he fhould not err 
therein, but he fhould travel in thefe typical 
paths in the highway of holinefs, and fo being 
brought of God to their endlefs joy, they meet 
the true Meffiah, the word naade flefh, that word 
that made the world and all things in the world. 
Col. i. 1 6. but the wicked, unbelieving Jews re- 
fufed to walk thofe fpiritual paths, through types 
and ihadows ; and fo they defpifed God's high 
way of holinefs, and loft fight of the Lord Chrift 
the true Melfiah ; and therefore now they ar^ 
left in grofs darknefs, fuch as when a man's 
foul feels it, he calls it Unutterable darknefs, be- 
caufe it is darknefs that may be felt, and fothen 
in this from God his glory sfnd his truth thefe 
jews and unbelievers daily they become more 
wicked and hardned in heart* So then wilfully 
on they run, until they fall from bad to worfe. 
And fo they go ftumbling at the lively marks of 
God's light and truth, and fo headlong down 
they fall into apoftacy, and fo they fall upon 
that fin of prefumptttous unbelief, and fo then 
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this rock dalhedi them to pieces, or fiupifiecft 
man's wifdom or natural reafon. So God hai^ 
forfaken them, and iatan he hath blinded and 
chained them in their iioit fighting againft God { 
and his Chrift. So helplcfs here they lie ia 
worfe than pagan idolatry and blind fuperftition. 
Now Chjrift fayeth this is their ftate. And 
alfo he telleth us, this (halt be the ftate of this 
our day and generation. Though we may be 
called chriftians, it (hall be fo with the wicked 
that are now on earth and are to come into this 
world, even as it was with the day and genera- 
tion of the wicked that are paft, 2 Pet. ii. 5. 
whofe time is gone. 

And fo I muft come to fpeak to a few parti- 
culars, and herein, firft, I tell you that I am of 
the fame mind as an old baptift preacher; whom 
I have juft converfed with. Keach on this para- 
ble, in reproof the fixth, he fayeth, it fbarply 
reproves thofe preachers, whofe great bufinefs it 
is to bring men into a vifible church profeffion, 
and fo making them members of churches ; and 
whofe preaching tends more to bring perfoni to 
baptifm, and to fubje£l to external ordinances, 
than to (hew them the necei&ty of regeneration, 
faith, or a changed heart ; fo this eld baptift ap- 
plies the word, and thus he tells hit hearen and 
readers, it (hall be fo with thefe apoftates, or this 
fort of baptift prcachen j and why not with this 

fort 
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tut of baptlft hearers. So their laft ftate <hall 
fc wocfe than their firft. 

So I go on to ;ipplf the parable of this un- 
dean fpirit ; and fo with propriety of fpeecb^ 
tlhen applied^ it is as a fword piercing into, and 
fe wounding the confcience of the whole brpod 
tt finecure doAors, fimonizing bifhops, priefts 
imd fruitlefs preachers. Thofe ment thofe id left 
^ all men, becaufe they w31 not work and help 
to bring poor, loft finners home to God, fo the 
Holy Ghoft faith, " They ought not to cat." 
And Mafter John Calvin faith, * They have no 
right to eat at all.' But, regardlefs of this, they 
do feed fumptuoufly or plenteoufly, with riotous 
caters of flelh, upon their feaft*days and holy 
days, even until midnight, and the fruits of 
unrighteoufnefs, the lufts of this world. And 
yet I tell you, there is a bread that feeds the foul, 
the bread of God» You do not know him, you 
do not love him, fo you do not eat the fle£h, 
yott do not drink the blood of Chrift ; and there* 
fore his life, that is, the life of God, it is not 
in your foul. Though among, great men, and 
it may be fome good men in much eftecm, you 
may have a name to live, but it is only a name 
crowned with worldly honours and lordly titles, 
daubed with worldly fplendor ; but it ftands and 
fdla only with your name to live ; but God tells 
TCttf and ChttP^bre I tdl you, ye are dead* 

T ^sA. 
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And therefore it is that this undeao fpirit he 
walketh out and into you, at his own pleafurfr 
And know this alib» that while you are. men* 
pleafers, and having the nobleft of your hearers 
in the greateft efteem, becaufe tjiey (bould add 
to your bag, or increafe your w; "Idly honours ^ 
but while you are doing this, you are not the 
fervants of Chrift, but you are bailing to oiako 
yourfelf like this black apoftate, for fo %h^ pfarafe 
runs. And then why not to you? foihall 
it be with the wicked of this generation, and 
fo it is well applied to this fort of felf-deceived 
men, who have turned afide from feeking God 
and regeneration. You may call yourfelvet 
backfliders, but the Holy Ghoft, the finger of 
the living God, it points at you, Jude is^. And 
Tie calls you corrupt trees without fruit, that is 
to fay, tall, fightly and gloffy profeffors.. And 
fo you are in man's efteem. But although yoB 
have the good will of the world, and are chofea 
of men, yet becaufe you continue in this your 
laft ftate, therefore you are rejeSed of God ; and 
as it was with this black apofiate, this day it k 
fo with you. 

But again, this word is well applied^, wlien 
the finger of God ftrikes on the main ftringoC 
the heart of the flumbering, flotbful^ forgetful 
hearers of the gofpel of Chrift, aiid Jb^uie it. 

warneth you tbus^ as it wsuf mikothff.vfiajkti 
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hearers, fo Ih^ll it be with you, while the power 
of God, in the preaching of his word, is pafT- 
ing* through the very congregation where you 
have fat down and taken up your fr.ting, and fo 
to hear either for the life or death of your foul. 
And becaufe you have not received the good 
^ord, the power of Chrift in the love of the 
truth, and fo you will yec be led of the devil, 
to follow lying vanities ; 2fnd therefore it is that 
under the word, while God is routing up «and 
bleffing of others, a fpirit of flumber paiTeth over 
all yourduli faculties ; and fo the unclean fpirit 
he daily gaineth advantage over you. So he 
Wallceth in and out again. And fo then he re« 
turns, it may be many times in one day; but at 
{he hft he will come with more of his wicked 
followers. And, if God permit, they will enter 
7T>ii,*^and claim your poor foul for a flave to 
fin, and your wafting body a houfe for ftrolling 
devils' t6 d^dl in. So then your laft ftate it will 
beworfe' than your iirft. God hath faid it fhall 
be fo with the wicked of this generation ; yea^ 
though you may fit fecure under the lovely and 
foul-awakening found of the gofpel of God, yet 
becaufe you have and do receive the word of the 
kingdom only on the highway fide of your ftu« 
pid thoughts, or on the common highway or 
woridly fide of your heart, and therefore it is 
though perhs^ to this day iBvifible to you^' yet 
. . T a ^^«^N 
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alas ! it may be, thefe many years you have^jt^ui* 
etly fat among the people of God. And becaufc 
the good word fell plentifully and powerfully 
round about you, therefore you thought all was 
well ; therefore you received it in a flight man- 
ner with other indifferent things. So the word 
could have no place with you, but only on the 
common road of your worldly heart ; therefore 
to you hath God in juftice permitted, and thefe 
devils they have walked into you, and, like ra* 
yens, they have feized on the word, and out 
they did go, and they have carried the word 
quite away from you. Matt. xiii. 4. So it it 
now you have loft the love of the truth, and you 
are daily lofing the feeming pleafure and love of 
the ufe of the means, the which are to the eled 
the means ufed of God to work faith and all 
graces in them, whereby through Jefua Chrift 
alone the heirs of God are faved. 

But, O you religious, goffiping, highway 
hearers ! what have you been a doing while fit* 
ting under God's word ? You are not willing to 
fay, that this is like to be your ftate, though 
you know you have opened your ears to hear- 
fay, and you have taken the advice of the wif- 
dom of this world, and fo to follow it. And 
we fee and fay, becaufe you have loved the 
worlJ more than God, fo, though God did caft 
the feed of the kingdom^ the word, it fell with 

fome 
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fottife "power on your heart; but while the huf- 
baildrhan flippt, the devil H^^ walketh in unto 
you, and he Cafteth the love of this world, the 
feed of his kingdbni^ It fell oh your heart. Ves, 
it feems to me thefei fell on your heart near the 
fame time that the gdod word of Godf was falling 
powerfully aboiit you, and (6 thofc wicked 
thdrnS, the wbrld , it hath had the moft room 
and pferitiful place of your heart. And fo ' the 
roof of Wickednefs or bitternefj. it finketh deep- 
eft and Threads its large roots in your heart. But 
the word of God it had no root or growing- 
place in your heart, fo into you the devil walk- 

^th. 

i And again, as often as you hear the word, he 
catcheth and 'carrieth from you the good ufe of 
jGpd^ word ; and f0, like a (hadow, it is gone^ 
and yet now ydu are carelefs about thefe things^ 
and fo to you it rs we fay, all our praying, la- 
bour ^d preaching to you it is ufelef^; and 
therefore your glory is gone. Vet remember this, 
as ydu {(lall anfwer it before the judge of ali the 
ei)^'^ this is yoiii'day, and you have placed 
yourYelf with the wicked of this generation, fo 
jburlaft ftatc is woffe than. your firftJ So fijr 
atl thefe things, and for our loft labourt^^Qoci 
wrill briiig yoiij yei, eVe'ryonebfyoU," you (hall 
come to ju'dgnttlnt, £cclef. xi. 9. AnJJ then fie 
how yoii Ihair efcape,- y<SaHUv' VA>>*V:<R#SiSi. 
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And yet sigain* ai aloud and-Jaftingclaf^of 
the. thundering wofd of God, fo doth: this parar 
ble fpeak to alU and it rq>ro!Mf yQ% the^plea^ 
fanty pratciing» flefiily .dnamera^ ^hfmfp^ 
Chrift our Saviour he calletb you^ ftoni^ground 
hearers. And becaufe that when youhadtbc 
favour, of God to hear .the founds and fo revive 
the ofFera of the word of the kiiigdoin of grace 
that good feed fell, and fo then you did feceive it 
though with lightnets of carnal joy, of being; 
acquainted with preachers^ and fo togad about 
with them and their favouritehearers, this lights* 
nefs and carnal joy prevented the woi^ from ta- 
king fufficient root in the heart. 60 then thefe 
|bys flafli and die away as quick as they came. 
So then a little and by a little youf hearts be^ 
c^ame as barren earth or ftony grOUtid. &>^tl}at 
which iecmed to grow and promiie fruit, it foon 
If fees to die or wafte away. And then, though 
the .word falls plentiful^ and the wind blpwedi 
wbere if lifleth^ yet becaufe you feel not. his im» 
eaedialbe power as you would haveity- theiiefore 
b^ing reftlcfs of your waiting at mercy^a door, 
4nd fp difcoptepted and diftrufting^ fo in the 
%it^ of /amily reflie<^ion or national perfixuttoI^ 
becaufe it is a trial too deep for your rookingj^, 
.aaid fo you faU and turn away^from God and 

bis 
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Sir once ckfifri mys,- thougil Aow'jt i^4oyoar 
wounding and your woe, becaufe the devil (ladi 
walked out, and witb^ bi» tordt^i»r^rblickW- 
der he isfetiihfi^ agiiatb!^d«l«ll tajw^^^h&fi^ 
fore We oMy fuppoTe :yoilr go. 'be.i6fitfai»^ wicked 
generation, mithtnfottt-tkyt \^O^J^ genei 
TZtionof vipctifrliow (haU yowektipc the dam^ 
aatioti-of-helU"-' - -^ ■'.--■•■•■. -.'- ^r-...»^ 
Becaufe now we. fee that r a fenfual gratifiea^ 
tioaof man's own firee-WiH worfhip^ the which 
is the pdn^us, gay /fights and flefhi-pieafihg 
founds of outward forms, but truly f(ihnlc&, 
worldly^ human^invented worfliip, called^^fi^di* 
gion; this is yoar own doing, though iit the end 
you ihali find it to your own wottttding and un^ 
doing, yet dbis is your own joyful puppet-fhow 
religion, if it may be called, religion. But nol^ 
behold what God the Almighty he doth fay unto 
you, Ifa. 1. II. ** Behold^ you kindled a fii«;-' 
that is, your own invented, will-pleafihg- woi^ 
fliip, and therefore now it gives you flaftes of 
fleflily joy. So then, if yet you will go on,' go 
on, >^ and walk in the light of your fir^, *fbd' 
the fparks that you have kindled ; but this Stall 
you have of mf hand, you (hall lie dbWii in foN 
row/' or in the dark. So it is thcfn yoUr 'laft 
ftate ; as being of the wickedj itis woife tbah 
tbefirft.::- 
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Bujt hhw, once mofe, and then Ibt die AfrfctiSf 
know9 that at the hand of God thty Ihall takef 
their portion all together* So this parable H i 
threefold warning unto you of this day and ge*^ 
aeracioD, that is, wherefoever, whenfoever, of 
how weak foever the gbfpel of God is preached^ 
then let it ftir you up who hear it, and While yoti^ 
have an ear to hear it, look to yoiir ftate ztii 
examine your own foul ; for a& it Was, is now, 
and fo it ihall be, that many uncohveited, gloiiy 
gofpel-hearers did, do^ and fhall fall from the 
troth. And, 

Secondly, If you will liot hear nor Wait upoff 
the word of the Lord, and fo ftay at home t<f 
write out bills and fettle your books, and lay 
new fchemes for your trade, and f6 keep home 
on the Lord's day; if you dothis with contempt 
on God, or becaufe the power of his word fliajl 
not call you to feek of God the good of your 
immortal foul, O think on this word : So itOiall 
be with this wicked generation. And then, t 
fay, why not fo with you ? Now this is your 
cay of vifitation, therefore ftrive that ybii liiay 
not fall with the wicked of your day and gene- 
ration. Take good heed to make your calHrig 
fure ; for though you fit at home in your h^jiifei 
yet by the means of a fmall iriftrunient,' a child 
at your elbow therewith; 'God m^y be- calling 

you 
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yoQ to feek the falvation and reft for your fojiitr; 
for fo be called Kaaman the Aflyrian, a leper^ 
and that by the means of a poor flave^ but a 
good li^Ie girl, 2 Kings v. 2, 3. for (he loved 
the minifter and people of God, and To fhe fpake 
of them, and therefore Naaman feeketh God 
for the help of his body, and God gave him a 
double blefling, the blefSng of health to his (k^* 
dy, and God alfo gave him grace in his fouU 
And if you die in your fins, the pains this hea« 
then took to feek God, it will condemn you ; 
for you may fee, God is found of them that 
feek him. And fo I fay, remember how you 
have read this portion of God*s word» becaufe 
Chrift the Lord hath faid, and fo it fiandeth on 
record, this (hall be the ftate and fall of this fort 
of wicked men, and fo of this wicked genera* 
tion. And if you will not be moved to feek 
God, then I may fay unto you as Nathan to 
David, ** Thou art the man." So fare yoii 
well. And, 

Thirdly, It is a warning to you who are nonf 
with the thronging crouds of fin-hardened, vain* 
glorious, felf-applaufing friends' of this wprld, I 
mean the oratorio difciples;. for becaufe you. 
know not God, nor love his Chrift, and there- 
fore you talk of your painted (hows of mafkedl 
religion ; fo you make God to ferve with your ' 
fins, and the place that (hould be for the wor- . 
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fhip of.AImighty God, you turfi it into a itA 
of white, tfiafked, frantic devils, with whom you 
woHhip you know not what. But becaufe 
God he it a Spirit of love, righteoufnefs, and 
true holinefs, and becaufe neither of thefe three 
are the foundation of your paltry painted man* 
ner of fcandal called worfhip, though it it 
chofen of multitudes of the great and wife men 
of this world, yet of Gbd the Lord Almighty 
it is fully denied and flatly reje^jbed. Take heed 
to yourfclves therefore whom you worfliip, be* 
caufe fatan be is very fubtil ; while to you he 
becomes as an angel t)f light, fo. he ftrivet to 
counterfeit the worfhip, and placeth himfelf in 
cppofition to God, and fo by deception, to draw 
men froin the truth, by corrupting their hearts 
and {hewing them the pomps and glorious founds 
of this world. And b he turneth them to him, 
and fondly they worfhip him, they worQiip the 
devil, becaufe they know not God, and therefore 
they are led by fin and the devil. And fo this 
parable is well concluded by Jefus of Nazareth, 
the king of all the good preachers of God, and 
thus he fayeth unto you, Luke xvi. 15. " God 
knoweth your hearts, for that which is highly 
efteemed amongft men, is abomination in the 
fight of God." But the good application of this 
parable it (hould bring the godly, by the Spirit 
cf God direded, to have meek and lowly 






thoughts <>f themfelves, and (o to fionfider thsSf 
vaft lump of fallfng nature, and profane profef- 
fmg fimaers from which the God of tU grac6 he 
hath taken us, and faved us, for we are faved by 
the power of God unto falvation. And there- 
fore, with Pfalm Ixxviii. 7, 8. we fet our hope 
on God, aaid not forget thefe bis great and won- 
derful works in the children of men* And fo, 
while we arie in this life, daily we pray toXrod 
to keep us conftant in the good old way, the 
way of obedience, ver. 8, and not ungratefully 
fay to God j we will be of .our fatbier's religion^ 
Idb we (hould be found to receive our reward in 
judgment at laft, as a rebellious generation, a 
wicked generation, that fet not their heart right 
with God, whofe fpirits was not faithful, to God. 

Then this falvation fhall comfort all the bleft ; 
Through this vain life then, with the faints at 

reft. 
Then we fhall praife our God^ who kept us 

every dayj 
While others came and heard and fell away^ * 
In thitf our fong of Mofes and the Lamb, * 
Shall be to worfbip God the glorious gmt 

I AM. . ; .■ 

And fay, by grace we are fav'd, hia word was 
fbod; 

Our finds were ftd and Uv'd^ asNen Nk^ ^^« 
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We thank God» in our flefli Chrift our htodn 

dear 
Fulfiird the law, and made our title dear. 
To every good that God hath given 
For our fouls and bodies here, and our eteroj 

life in heaven, 
God is our Father, a bleffing known to few* 
Chrift Jefus is our Brother and our Saviour Uh 
The Holy Ghoft our Comforter tells us God 

our friend, 
Whsm time 

AND ALL THIS GORGBOUS 

GLOM SHAtX BN9. 
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